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F e d e r a l  b u d g e t  

s p e c i a l

'B a la n c in g  th e  b u d g e t is l ik e  g o in g  to  h e a v e n . E v e ry ­

b o d y  w a n ts  to  d o  it ,  b u t  n o b o d y  w a n ts  to  d o  w h a t  

y o u  h a v e  to  d o  to  g e t th e re . '

P h il G ra m , U n ite d  S tates R e p u b lic a n  p o l i t ic ia n ,  1 9 9 0

T re a s u re r  C o s t e l l o  m u s t  fe e l  th a t  

h e  has  g o n e  to  h e a v e n .  H e  has 

p r e s e n t e d  a b u d g e t  w h i c h ,  
w h i l e  d e v o i d  o f  a n y  e x c i t e m e n t  a t  

f i r s t  g la n c e ,  a p p e a rs  to  be  a b a la n c e d  

b u d g e t  w i t h  a c o n f i d e n t  o u t l o o k .

T h e  t re a s u re r 's  s p e e ch  w a s  b o r in g  

—  d e l i b e r a t e l y  so. H is  i n t e n t i o n  w a s  

to  c o n v i n c e  A u s t r a l ia n s  at la rg e  th a t  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d ,  as a c o n s e ­

q u e n c e  o f  c o m m e n d a b l e  f i s c a l  r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  f i n a l l y  p u t  t h e  n a t i o n  

b a c k  o n  its fee t.  T h e  scen e  is b e in g  set 
f o r  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e  ta x  re fo r m  

p a c k a g e  in  th e  v e r y  n e a r  f u tu re  w h i c h  

w i l l  be  th e  k e y  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r t h ­
c o m in g  e l e c t i o n  p la t f o r m .  In d e e d ,  th e

b u d g e t  p a c k a g e  i n c l u d e d  a s ta te m e n t  
a b o u t  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  tax  re fo rm  b u t  

n o  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h o w  s u c h  a re fo r m  

a g e n d a  m ig h t  be  c o m p o s e d .  But it  has 

l i f t e d  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t a x  r e fo rm  

d e l i v e r i n g  s ig n i f i c a n t  in c e n t i v e s  fo r  a ll  

tax  pa ye rs .  T h e re  w e r e  n o  ta x  c u ts  in 

th is  b u d g e t .  W e  can  a s s u m e  th a t  th e y  

w i l l  be  an e l e m e n t  o f  th e  re fo rm  p a c k ­

age  a l o n g  w i t h  s o m e  m e c h a n i s m  to  

p r o te c t  t h e  n o n - i n c o m e  e a rn e rs  f r o m  

th e  e x p e n d i t u r e  im p o s ts  w h i c h  c o m e  

w i t h  a g o o d s  a n d  s e rv ice s  tax .

W h a t  t h e  b u d g e t  d i d  a t t e m p t  to  

p r o v i d e  w a s  m e a s u r e s  o f  ' c a r e  a n d  

s u p p o r t  f o r  o l d e r  A u s t r a l i a n s ' .  In  an 

e f f o r t  to  s e c u re  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  v e ry

e f f e c t i v e  l o b b y  g r o u p  —  t h e  ' g r e y '  
v o te  —  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

w e r e  m a d e  a b o u t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

G o l d  C a rd  f o r  h e a l th  c a r e  t o  an  a d d i ­

t i o n a l  5 0  0 0 0  A u s t r a l ia n s  —  v e te ra n s  

o f  W o r l d  W a r  II. T h e  i n c o m e  t h r e s h ­

o l d  f o r  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  S e n io r s  

H e a l t h  C a rd  is a lso  to  be  i n c re a s e d  to  

e m b r a c e  an  a d d i t i o n a l  2 2 0  0 0 0  se l f -  

f u n d e d  re t i re e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  a n ­
n o u n c e m e n t s  a b o u t  h e a l th  c a re  i n i t i a ­

t i v e s  ( b u t  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  f i a s c o  

a b o u t  n u r s in g  h o m e s ) ,  y o u t h  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g ra m s  a n d  rebates  fo r  p r im a r y  p r o ­

d u c e r s .

c o n t i n u e d  o v e r . . .
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•  T h e  e c o n o m ic  c r is is  a f f l i c t in g  A u s t r a l ia 's  A s ia n  t r a d in g  p a r tn e r s  w i l l  
h o ld  d o w n  o u r  g r o w th  in  1 9 9 8 - 9 9 .  D e s p ite  th is ,  s t r o n g  d o m e s t ic  d e m a n d  

w i l l  u n d e rp in  c o n t in u in g  p o s it iv e  re s u lts  a n d  s u p p o r t  a  p ro je c te d  $ 2 .7  b i l ­

l io n  s u rp lu s .

•  I n f la t io n  is e x p e c te d  to  r e m a in  lo w  b u t  w i l l  r is e  f r o m  a c u r r e n t  u n d e r ­

ly in g  ra te  o f  1 .5  p e r  c e n t  t o  2 .7 5  p e r  c e n t  b y  ju n e  1 9 9 9 .

•  A n n u a l e m p lo y m e n t  g r o w th  w i l l  in c re a s e  f r o m  1 .2 5  p e r  c e n t  t o  1 .7 5  p e r  

c e n t .  B u t o f f ic ia l  u n e m p lo y m e n t  is fo re c a s t  t o  h o v e r  a ro u n d  e ig h t  p e r  c e n t 

f o r  m u c h  o f  th e  y e a r ,  b e fo re  f a l l in g  to  7 .7 5  p e r  c e n t  b y  Ju n e  1 9 9 9 .

•  W a g e  g r o w th  w i l l  m o d e ra te  to  4 .2 5  p e r  c e n t  b u t  re a l in c o m e s  s h o u ld  

re m a in  a h e a d  o f  m e a s u re d  in f la t io n .

• P r iv a te  c o n s u m p t io n  w i l l  f a l l  f r o m  f iv e  p e r  c e n t  to  3 .5  p e r  c e n t  a n d  b u s i­

ness in v e s tm e n t  w i l l  d e c l in e  f r o m  its  p re s e n t  e ig h t  p e r  c e n t  t o  o n ly  f iv e  

p e r  c e n t.

•  C o m m o n w e a lth  in v e s tm e n t  is fo re c a s t  to  f a l l  a n d  th e re  w i l l  b e  a lo ss  o f  

9 0 0 0  m o re  p u b l ic  s e rv ic e  jo b s .

•  F o r th e  lo n g e r  h a u l,  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  h a s  p le d g e d  to  v i r t u a l l y  e l im in a te  

C o m m o n w e a lth  d e b t  b y  2 0 0 1 - 0 2  u s in g  a l l  o f  th e  $ 6 0  b i l l io n  i t  e x p e c ts  to  

r e c e iv e  f r o m  th e  f u l l  p r iv a t is a t io n  o f  T e ls t ra .  I f  i t  d o e s  so , C o m m o n w e a lth  

d e b t  w o u ld  s h r in k  t o  ju s t  1 .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  G D P , c o m p a re d  w i t h  a c u r r e n t  

O E C D  a v e ra g e  o f  4 4  p e r  c e n t .
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F e d e r a l  b u d g e t  

s p e c i a l

O v e r a l l  th is  is n o t  w h a t  w e  w o u l d  

d e f i n e  as an  ' e l e c t i o n '  b u d g e t .  It d o e s  

n o t  m a k e  an  e f f o r t  to  d e l i v e r  t h e  

s w e e te n e r s  t h a t  w e  a l l  e x p e c t  a t  th is  

s tage in th e  e le c t o r a l  c y c le .  T h e  c h a l ­

le n g e  f o r  P r im e  M i n i s t e r  H o w a r d  a n d  

h is  t r o o p s  is t o  m a k e  a b s o l u t e l y  su re  

th a t  t h e  u p c o m i n g  ta x  re fo rm  s t ra te g y  

d o e s  d e l i v e r  s o m e  i n c e n t i v e s  to  th e  

v o te rs .

W h a t  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  h a p p e n  n e x t  

is t h a t  t h e  ta x  re fo r m  p a c k a g e  w i l l  be 

a n n o u n c e d  a n d  an  e l e c t i o n  d a te  

n o m i n a t e d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  T h e n  

w e  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  a l l  o f  t h e  e x c i t e ­

m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  b u d g e t  l a c k e d .  L ik e  

o th e r  l o b b y  g r o u p s , w e  w i l l  be  a n a ly s ­

in g  w h a t  it w i l l  m e a n  f o r  l i b ra r ie s ,  f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  f o r  o u r  n o n ­

p r o f i t  A s s o c ia t i o n .

P r o g r a m s  f o r  

l i b r a r i e s

T h e re  a re  n o  n e w  p r o g ra m  a n n o u n c e ­

m e n ts  in th is  b u d g e t .  F u n d in g  c o n t i n ­
ue s  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  t e l e c o m ­

m u n i c a t i o n s  i n f r a s t r u c tu r e  f u n d  N e t ­

w o r k in g  th e  n a t io n  w h i c h  is b e in g  

u s e d  b y  l i b r a r i e s  to  f u n d  o n l i n e  a c ­

cess p r o g r a m s .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  

o f  A u s t r a l ia  is in a s o u n d  p o s i t io n  an d  
w i l l  n o t  see a n y  e r o s io n  o f  s ta f f  n u m ­

be rs  a n d  w i l l  be  in th e  p r i v i l e g e d  p o ­

s i t i o n  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  m a i n t a i n  its 

p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  f o r  its c o l l e c t i o n s .  

F u n d s  are  a v a i l a b le  f o r  s o m e  b u i l d i n g  

re n o v a t io n s ,  th e  C e n t e n a r y  o f  F e d e ra ­
t i o n  p r o g r a m  a n d  f o r  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  

o f  th e  10 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  t h e  f o u n d ­

in g  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  in 2 0 0 1 .  In a d d i t i o n  

o t h e r  in te r e s t i n g  p r o je c ts  s u c h  as t h e  

S to le n  c h i l d r e n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  

w i l l  b e  b r o u g h t  o n  s t re a m .

E m p l o y m e n t

T h e  t re a s u re r  says A u s t ra l ia n s  a re  e m ­
b a r k i n g  o n  a n e w  j o u r n e y .  B u t  l i t t l e  

has c h a n g e d  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k in g  w o r k .  

T h e  b u d g e t  re v e a ls  t h a t  u n e m p l o y ­

m e n t  w i l l  r ise  a b o v e  e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  

a g a in  a n d  is l i k e l y  t o  s ta y  t h e r e  f o r  

m o s t  o f  t h e  y e a r .  P r o je c t e d  e m p l o y ­

m e n t  g r o w t h  is m o d e s t  a t  1 .7 5  p e r  

c e n t .

L ik e  its p re d e c e s s o r ,  t h e  B u d g e t 's  

s o le  d i r e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e  is 

f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  ' W o r k  f o r  t h e  d o l e '  

s c h e m e .  A n  e x t ra  $ 2 6 0  m i l l i o n  is i n ­

j e c t e d  to  f u n d  1 0 0  0 0 0  n e w  p la c e s  

o v e r  th e  n e x t  f o u r  yea rs .

H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n

T h e  m i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a l ia n  v i c e -  
c h a n c e l l o r s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  a r g u e  

o v e r  rea l leve ls  o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  s tu d e n t  

p la c e s ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  re s e a rc h  

a n d  t h e  fu tu re  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  th e  h ig h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  sec to r .  W h a t  is c l e a r  is t h a t  

w h i l e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  is a i m i n g  f o r  
w i d e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  c h o i c e  in 

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  as w e l l  as 

g r e a te r  p r o v i d e r  d i v e r s i t y ,  i t  a ls o  e x ­

p e c ts  in c re a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e f f e c ­

t i v e  use o f  f u n d s .

O p e n  L e a rn in g  f u n d i n g  w i l l  d r o p  

f r o m  $ 7 . 7  m i l l i o n  t o  $ 5 .3  m i l l i o n .  
F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  R e s e a rc h  

C o u n c i l  has i n c r e a s e d  m a r g i n a l l y ,  

w h i l e  f u n d i n g  f o r  c o - o p e r a t i v e  r e ­

s e a rc h  c e n t re s  w i l l  f a l l  th i s  f i n a n c i a l  

y e a r  b u t  r ise  m a r g i n a l l y  o v e r  th e  n e x t  

t w o  y e a rs .  T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  I n t e r n a ­

t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  w i l l  be  
r e n a m e d  A u s t r a l ia n  E d u c a t i o n  I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  ( p r o m o t i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  t r a i n i n g  e x p o r t  i n d u s t r y )  a n d  w i l l  

be  f u n d e d  b y  r e d i r e c t i n g  fu n d s  f r o m  

th e  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  th e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s e c to rs .

V o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  t r a i n i n g

A g a i n ,  m u c h  w a s  s c h e d u l e d  in  las t  

y e a r ' s  B u d g e t  t h o u g h  f u n d i n g  to  t h e  

s ta tes  v ia  th e  A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  

T r a i n i n g  A u t h o r i t y  w i l l  f a l l  b y  $ 2 2  
m i l l i o n  in 1 9 9 8 - 9 9  to  $ 9 1 0 . 9  m i l l i o n ,  

b e fo r e  i n c r e a s in g  g r a d u a l l y  o v e r  th e

t h r e e  s u b s e q u e n t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a rs  to  

$ 9 5 1  m i l l i o n  in  2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2 .

T h e  V E T  s e c t o r  is m o v i n g  m o r e  
s t r o n g l y  i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e re  is f u n d i n g  f o r  i n i ­
t i a t i v e s  f o r  p a t h w a y s  f r o m  s c h o o l i n g  

to  e m p l o y m e n t ,  s u c h  as t h e  A c c e s s  
P r o g r a m m e  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  $ 6 . 3 m  

o v e r  1 9 9 8 - 9 9  a n d  1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0  f o r  

t r a i n i n g  to  h e lp  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  se­
c u r e  an a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  o r  t r a in e e s h ip .  

L i t e r a c y  a n d  n u m e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  p r o ­
g r a m s  f o r  u n e m p l o y e d  p e rs o n s  a g e d  

1 8 - 2 4  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

m u t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  th e  ' W o r k  

f o r  t h e  d o l e '  s c h e m e .

I n d i g e n o u s  

c o m m u n i t y  i n i t i a t i v e s

A  n u m b e r  o f  a re a s  o u t l i n e d  in  th e  

B u d g e t  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l i ­

b ra r ie s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  lo c a l  in d ig e n o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s  to  e n h a n c e  t h e  r e l ­

e v a n c e  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  to  

c o m m u n i t y .  F u n d e d  p r o g r a m s  a c ro ss  

p o r t f o l i o s  a re  set o u t  in  t h e  B u d g e t  
d o c u m e n t  A d d re s s in g  p r io r i t ie s  in  in ­

d ig e n o u s  a ffa irs .  T h e r e  a re  a n u m b e r  

o f  A T S IC  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u ­

n i c a t i o n s ,  I n f o r m a t i o n  E c o n o m y  a n d  

th e  A r ts  p r o g ra m s  re la t in g  to  access  to  

i n f o r m a t io n  a n d  th e  p r o m o t io n  o f  th e  

d i s t i n c t  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  h e r i t a g e  

o f  in d ig e n o u s  A u s t ra l ia n s .  F u n d in g  fo r  

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  E m p l o y m e n t  S t ra t ­

e g y  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h o u g h  f u n d i n g  f o r  i n ­
d i g e n o u s  e m p l o y m e n t  s t r a te g ie s  

o v e r a l l  has  b e e n  r e d u c e d .
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I n d u s t r y  h a n d o u t s

H a v i n g  p r o m i s e d  to  r e d u c e  th e  le v e l  

o f  h a n d o u ts  to  in d u s t ry ,  in th e  f o r m  o f  

s la s h in g  ta x  c o n c e s s io n s  o n  re s e a rc h  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w e  c a n  a l l  be  
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  R & D  ta x  c o n ­

c e s s io n s  h a v e  n o t  r e t u r n e d  in  t h i s  

b u d g e t ,  t h e  c o m p u t e r  i n d u s t r y  is b e ­

in g  p r o p p e d  u p  t o  c o p e  w i t h  a s e l f -  

i n d u c e d  m i s t a k e  (see b e l o w ) .  A n d  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d o w n t u r n  in  t o u r i s m  

f r o m  o u r  n e a r  n e ig h b o u r s  in A s ia ,  th e  

t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  has  b e e n  o f f e r e d  a 

g e n e ro u s  s u p p o r t  p a c k a g e  to  p r o m o t e  
A u s t r a l ia n  t o u r i s m .

S o l u t i o n  t o  Y 2 K  b u g  

n o w  l e s s  t a x i n g

A m e n d m e n t s  a re  to  be  m a d e  to  t a x a ­

t i o n  r u l i n g s  to  e n c o u r a g e  b u s in e s s e s  

w i t h  c o m p u t e r s  to  ta k e  s teps  to  s o lv e  

t h e  ' M i l l e n n i u m  b u g '  p r o b l e m .  T h e  

e f f e c t  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  spa ns  a n u m b e r  o f  

issues in r e la t io n  to  s o f tw a re  e x p e n d i ­

t u r e  a n d  t e s t in g ,  a n d  a l l o w s  b u s i ­

nesses  to  w r i t e  o f f  g e n e r a l  s o f t w a r e  

e x p e n d i t u r e  m o r e  q u i c k l y .  In a d d i ­

t i o n ,  a n e w  w r i t e - o f f  ra te  f o r  g e n e ra l

c o m p u t e r  s o f t w a r e  is b e in g  a l l o w e d  
to  b r i n g  A u s t r a l i a  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  m o s t  

o t h e r  O E C D  c o u n t r i e s .

B i g  b r o t h e r ?

N o t a b l y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  is f u n d i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s u m e r  b o d i e s  t o  t h e  

t u n e  o f  $ 3 .2  m i l l i o n  (o v e r  f i v e  yea rs )  

t o  ' f a c i l i t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  c o n ­

s u m e r  i n t e r e s t s  in  r e le v a n t  a re a s  o f  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e g u la t io n  a n d  in 

p o l i c y  r e v ie w  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ' .  A l ­

t h o u g h  t h i s  w i l l  b e  r e c o v e r e d  b y  i n ­

c re a s e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y  
l i c e n c e  fees ,  i t  d e m o n s t r a te s  t h a t  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  is w i l l i n g  to  c a n v a s s  fa r  

a n d  w i d e  to  d e t e r m in e  t e l e c o m m u n i ­

c a t i o n s  p o l i c y .  T h i s  d o v e t a i l s  n i c e l y  
w i t h  an  i n c r e a s e  in  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  

A u s t r a l ia n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A u t h o r i t y  

(A C A )  to  ' i n v e s t i g a t e  n e w  w a y s  o f  i n ­
t e r c e p t i n g  a n d  g a t h e r in g  i n f o r m a t i o n  

v i a  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v ic e s ' .  

R e c e n t l y - a m e n d e d  l e g i s la t i o n  has set 
u p  a f r a m e w o r k  t o  e m b a r k  o n  s u c h  a 

p r o g r a m  —  b u t  le t ' s  h o p e  t h a t  c a r ­

r i a g e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  a re  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  th e  a c t  t o  s e r io u s l y  c o n s id e r  t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  a m o v e .

A L I A  1 9 9 8  F e d e r a l  

b u d g e t  s p e c i a l

O v e r s e a s  a i d

A  to t a l  o f  $ 1 . 4 8  b i l l i o n  has b e e n  set 

a s id e  in  th e  1 9 9 8 - 9 9  b u d g e t  f o r  A u s ­

t r a l i a ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a id  p r o g r a m ,  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  an  in c re a s e  o f  $ 5 0  m i l ­

l i o n  f r o m  1 9 9 7 - 9 8 .

T h e  a id  b u d g e t  sets o u t  to  a c h ie v e  

th e  p o l i c y  g o a ls  o u t l i n e d  in th e  d o c u ­

m e n t  B e t te r  a id  f o r  a b e t te r  fu tu re  
w h i c h  w a s  r e le a s e d  b y  t h e  m i n i s t e r  

f o r  f o r e ig n  a f fa i rs ,  A l e x a n d e r  D o w n e r  

in N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 7 .  F iv e  p r i o r i t y  a r ­

eas f o r  t h e  a id  p r o g r a m  w e r e  i d e n t i ­

f i e d  in th is  d o c u m e n t :  h e a l th ,  e d u c a ­

t i o n ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  

ru ra l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  g o v e r n a n c e .

S p e n d i n g  o n  h u m a n  r ig h ts  a n d  

g o v e r n a n c e  is set t o  in c re a s e  to  $ 8 2  

m i l l i o n  in 1 9 8 9 - 9 9 ,  i n c l u d i n g  an  i n ­

c re a s e  in  s u p p o r t  f o r  c o m m u n i t y -  

b a s e d  p r o j e c t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  H u m a n  

R ig h ts  F u n d .  N o n - G o v e r n m e n t  O r ­

g a n i s a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  an 

e x t r a  $ 2  m i l l i o n  t h r o u g h  th e  A u s A I D /  

N G O  C o - o p e r a t i o n  P ro g ra m  to  fu n d  

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p r o je c t s .  ■

[see: http://www.alia .org.au/publications/ ]
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The VALA Award, made 
biennially, is presented to the 
Australian library or information 
centre judged to have made the 
most innovative use of currently 
available information technology 
during the previous two years.

Nominations are now invited for 
the 1998 Award for systems 
installed between January 1996 
and December 1997 inclusive.

All libraries and inform ation 
centres in Australia are eligible for 
nomination by staff, users or other 
interested persons.

Guidelines and nomination forms 
can be obtained from:

The Secretary 
VALA 

PO Box 282 
CROYDON VIC 3136

Nominations dose 31 August 1998

VICTORIAN 
ASSOCIATION FOR 
LIBRARY AUTOMATION, Inc.

VALA TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIPS
C A L L  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N S

Every two years VALA offers up to two Travel Scholarships to 
enable suitable persons to travel overseas to exam ine aspects 
o f library autom ation. Candidates proposing to study newer 
technologies o f potential application in A ustralia but not yet 
seen  here  are m ost like ly  to be su ccess fu l. N o fo rm al 
qualifications are required. A lthough candidates should be 
working in library or inform ation related areas, they need not 
be em ployed in traditional library environm ents.

The successful candidates will receive up to $12,000 towards 
trav e l, acco m m o d a tio n  and liv ing  ex penses . S uccessfu l 
candidates m ust com plete the study by O ctober 1999, and 
present a paper at the 10th VALA Biennial National Conference 
in February 2000.

Closing date for applications: 31 August 1998.

Application forms and more details are available from :

The Secretary, VALA, PO Box 282, CROYDON VIC 3136

June 1998 13

http://www.alia.org.au/publications/

