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play. Unusual and interesting special 
libraries in the Adelaide area display 
their work. Contact: Clare Aitken, ph 
08 8303 8859, clarea@cobweb.com.au.

• 27/10 SA  Special Libraries sec­
tion. Conference dinner. This will be 
held in conjuction with the Health Li­
braries section and is intended to 
welcome interstate visitors for the Bi­
ennial Conference. Contact: Clare 
Aitken, ph 08 8303 8859, clarea@ 
cobweb.com.au.

• 2/12 SA  Special Libraries sec­
tion  AGM. Contact: Clare Aitken, 
ph 08 8303 8859, clarea@
cobweb.com.au.

T a s
• 20/5 Tas Branch. Marion Jameson, 
Allport librarian, 1997 Sir John Mor­
ris Memorial Fund travelling scholar­
ship report. Venue: Allport Library, 
State Library, 91 Murray Street, Ho­
bart, 5:30pm. Contact: Meredith 
Newman, ph 03 6232 5258, fx 03
6232 5103, newmanm@h130. 
aone.net.au. RSVP by 15/5.

31/5 Applications close - Sir John 
M orris M em orial Trust Fund T rav ­
elling Scholarship —  furthering the 
knowledge and skills of Tasmanians 
working in library, archives and relat­
ed fields. Contact: The Secretary, 
State Library and Archives Trust, 91 
Murray Street, Hobart 7000, ph 03
6233 6815, fx 03 6231 0927, 
Bridget.Hutton@central.tased.edu.au

15-16/6 The D ialog Corporation
Update 98: what's happening with 
Dialog? Seminars on business, pat­
ents, health/medical and sciences. 
Training courses. Contact: Haydn 
Glick, ph 02 9299 6767.

V i c
• 5/5 Vic Branch. AGM. Village 
Roadshow Theatre, SLVic, 5:30 for 
6pm. The launch of ALW  in Victoria 
will follow this meeting. RSVP for ca­
tering purposes to the Victorian 
Branch Local Presence officer, ph 03 
9513 4866, fx 03 9315 3533, 
ibloc@vicnet.net.au.

• 6/5 Vic Special Libraries section 
Tour of CSIRO Molecular Science Li­
brary, 343 Royal Parade, Parkville, 
12:30-1:30pm. BYO Lunch, tea and 
coffee provided. Contact: Tim Suttie, 
ph 03 9662 7243, fx 03 9662 7220, 
Tim.Suttie@molsci.csiro.au. RSVP by 
4/5.

• 7/5 Vic Library Technicians sec­
tion DW Thorpe Inc and the services 
they provide for libraries. Karen 
Hewitt, DW  Thorpe, Bibliographic 
Services Unit. 6 for 6:30pm, RMIT Li­
brary's seminar room 1, Building 8, 
Swanston Street, Melbourne. $1 
ALIA members, $5 non-members, re­
freshments provided. RSVP: Kerrie 
Kelly, ph 03 9669 9037, kerriek@slv. 
vic.gov.au
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Australian Library 
Schools’ Forum goes online
Dr Kirsty Williamson, executive officer, Australian Library Schools' Forum

O n 9 O c to b e r  1 997, fo llo w in g  the 
A L IA  Forum , the inaugural meeting 
of the A ustra lian  L ib ra ry  S ch o o ls ' 

Forum  (A LSF ) w as held in Canberra . It w as 
the in itia tive  of Professor D on Schauder, of 
M onash  U n iv e rs ity  and D r K irsty 
W ill ia m s o n , w h o  is a m em ber of the a c a ­
dem ic  staff of both the Departm ent of Infor­
mation M anagem ent and Systems at M onash 
U n iv e rs ity  and the Sch o o l o f In form ation  
Studies at Charles Sturt U n ivers ity .

L ib rary schools w e re  contacted  in early 
Septem ber 1997 to propose that w e  meet to 
in itiate co-operation am ongst them. The fo ­
rum w as held to capita lise on the enthusiasm 
expressed by the schools for this in itiative.

The forum  w as attended by representa­
tives of alm ost all the library schools in A us­
tralia. The Un ivers ity  of C anberra  hosted the 
m eeting  and p rov id ed  a ve ry  com fortab le  
venue. The m eeting w as cha ired  by Profes­
sor D on Schauder.

To begin the forum  a representative  of 
each  schoo l p rov id ed  an o v e rv ie w  of the 
schools' p lace  in the acad em ic  structure and 
its invo lvem en t in flex ib le  de livery .

Dr H arry Bruce of the Un ivers ity  of T ech ­
no logy, reported on a research  in itia tive  
aim ed at stim ulating co-operation. H arry has 
app lied  to the Austra lian  Research  C ounc il 
under the Sp ec ia l Research  In itia tives P ro ­
gram. A  num ber of un iversities invo lved  in 
the research are M onash U n ivers ity , U n iv e r­
sity of N e w  South W a le s , U n ivers ity  of C a n ­
berra and Charles Sturt U n ivers ity . In brief, 
the process includes estab lish ing: an e-mail 
Listserv or W eb-based  in terac tive  e n v iro n ­
ment; a research retreat at each  institution, to 
d eve lop  a research profile for the school; a 
research retreat and sem inar hosted by the 
U n ive rs ity  of T echno logy , Syd ney  to articu ­
late a progressive research agenda for infor­
mation studies in Australia  —  the retreat w ill 
in c lude  an invited p rom inent researcher to 
p rovide an international perspective; and a 
conference w h ich  w ill form alise and express 
the articu lated  research agenda.

The m eeting  agreed that this process 
should  be im p lem ented , regardless of 
w h e th er the grant ap p lica tio n  is successful 
and should inc lude all schools interested in 
being invo lved .

There w as too little tim e to exp lore fu lly  
the possib ilities of the co llab o ra tive  offering

of higher degrees by course-work. There w as 
support for the m utual recogn ition  of sub ­
jects across schoo ls. It w as suggested that 
schools should offer their more unusual sub­
jects to students throughout A ustra lia . This 
w ou ld  m ean that students enro lled  at Edith 
C ow an  cou ld  take a subject, not ava ilab le  at 
their ow n  institution, w h ich  w as offered by 
the U n ive rs ity  of South Australia , for exam ­
ple. Subjects w ou ld  mostly need to be a v a il­
ab le in d istance mode. H ow ever, it cou ld  be 
that a student living in Sydney, but enro lled  
at Charles Sturt U n ivers ity , m ight dec id e  to 
take a campus-based subject at U n ivers ity  of 
Techno logy , Sydney.

There w as strong support for an on-going 
educators' forum. It w as agreed that the pur­
pose w o u ld  be: To ad vance  education  and 
research in lib rariansh ip  in the third m illen ­
nium  through: subject exchange and d e v e l­
opm ent; grant-based and com m issioned  re­
search ; pub lish ing  (print and e le c tro n ic ); 
educationa l and research events; ad vo cacy  
for lib ra riansh ip  ed u ca tion  and research ; 
m arketing ; and an A ustra lian  and in terna ­
tional profile.

Bob  M oore  from Charles Sturt U n ivers ity  
offered to set up a Listserv to facilitate discus­
sion and the im p lem entation  of the d e c i­
sions. It w as agreed that D on  Sch au d e r 
w o u ld  be the ch a ir  of the forum  and that 
K irsty W ill ia m s o n  w o u ld  be the ex ecu tive  
officer.

After a con v iv ia l lunch in the U n ive rs ity  
of C anberra 's B a lco n y  Restaurant, a d e lega ­
tion m ade their w a y  to A L IA  House, to report 
to the A L IA  Board  of Education  w h ich  w as 
con d u ctin g  a fu ll-day m eeting. The Board  
expressed strong support for the venture.

O n e  of the issues raised w ith  the A L IA  
Board  of Ed ucation  w as the p rob lem  of 
D E E T Y A  w e igh tings for LIS sub jects. A L IA  
has m ade several attempts to lobby the Fed ­
eral G overnm ent about this. It w as suggested 
that, if the forum  w an ted  to m ake ano ther 
attempt, A L IA  w ou ld  p rovide support.

The next m eeting  of the forum  w ill be 
held at the A L IA  C onference, in A d e la id e  in 
O c to b er 1998.

A ll educators in the fie ld  of lib rary and 
inform ation studies are w e lco m e  to jo in  the 
forum. Details of how  to join the Listserv can 
be obtained  from Kirsty W illiam so n  (e-mail: 
kw illiam son@ csu .ed u .au ). ■
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