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T he State Library of Tasm ania has 
been fortunate in its benefactors. 
The heritage co llec tions  at the 

State L ib rary encom pass three c o lle c 
tions, tw o of w h ich  were donated to the 
L ib rary  by w ealthy  and prom inent 
Tasm an ians. O n e  was a doctor, Sir 
W ill ia m  Crowther, and the other a law 
yer, H enry A llport.

The A llport Library and M useum  of 
Fine Arts is an extraordinary co llection  
of 18th and 19th century furniture, sil
ver, glass and porcelain (of m ain ly Eng
lish and European origin), colonial paint
ings, w aterco lours and draw ings and a 
library of rare and antique books on sub
jects such as Australian and Pacific  ex
ploration, natural history and Tasmanian 
history.

A no ther lib rary benefactor w as Sir 
John M orris, a well-respected law yer 
and one-time chair of the Tasm anian Li
brary Board. In 1957 the Board  estab
lished the Sir John Morris trust fund for 
Tasm anian workers in the library and ar
ch ives industry to encourage research, 
professional developm ent and training. 
A  recent innovation  by the trust is to 
aw ard  up to tw o travelling scholarships 
each financial year, one valued at $3000 
for Australian travel and one valued  at 
$5000 for overseas travel.

In August 1997, I w as aw arded  a

trave lling  scho lar
ship to visit co llec 
tions sim ilar to the 
A llport Library and 
M useum  of Fine 
Arts in the Un ited  
Kingdom  and Re
public of Ireland. I 
chose fourteen co l
lections in order to 
study their m an
agement structure, 
fund ing sources, 
exh ib ition  pro
grams, conserva 
tion practices and 
their use of tech 
nology. The institutions included: six in 
and around London; regional galleries 
and museum s in Bournem outh , Shef
fie ld , C oun ty  Durham  and W a le s ; the 
Burrell C o llection , part of the G lasgow  
M useum s Service; a Un ivers ity  museum 
in O xford ; a N ational Trust house in 
southern Scotland and an independent 
library in D ublin . I also m ade unofficial 
visits to a further thirty museums, galler
ies, lib raries and historic houses and 
sites during the six w eeks of m y tour. 
These included unusual venues such as 
the National Tank Museum  at Bovington 
and the Scottish So cce r M useum  in 
G lasgow .

The highlights of the visits included:

a personal guided tour of the new British 
Library building (with no books or staff 
in residence); the W a l la c e  C o llec tion , 
w h ich  in the size of its collection  and its 
m agn ificence  is "‘■very s im ilar to the 
A llport; the Burrell C o llection  in G la s 
gow, w h ich  is an exercise in sheer archi
tectural b rillian ce ; and the Chester 
Beatty L ib rary in D ub lin , w h ich  co n 
tained the most extraordinary and varied 
co llection  I have ever seen.

The Un ited  Kingdom has the advan 
tage of the Heritage Lottery Fund w h ich  
is d istributing m illions of pounds to 
bring listed buildings and old collections 
into the 21st cen tury, by installing 
proper environm ental controls, new  ex
h ib ition  areas and education  centres, 
and p rovid ing  essential m aintenance 
and new  buildings for almost all of the 
m ajor museum s and galleries in the 
country.

The United Kingdom also has an ex
tensive system of signage for tourist at
tractions —  outside the buildings, in 
neighbouring streets, off main roads and 
even some on the m otorways. This fea
ture is sad ly lacking in Hobart. O n  the 
other hand, Australia appears more ad 
vanced  in the use of techno logy  in its 
cultural institutions to docum ent the co l
lections and to increase visitor access.

It was an enorm ously rewarding ex
perience. I was able to see current m u
seum and gallery practice in some of the 
most fam ous co llec tio ns  in England, 
com bine this knowledge with my course 
work, and add it to my long experience 
in librarianship.

I am extremely fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to extend the boundaries 
of my profession through the generosity 
of the Sir John M orris Trust Fund. ■

Developments in the 
library labour market
O n 26 M arch the W estern Australian branch's continuing profes

sional developm ent com m ittee  organised a talk  by Phil Teece, 
ALIA's m anager, personnel and industrial relations, on 'D e v e lo p 

ments in the library labour m arket'. The top ic  was a popular one w ith  
m em bers and there was a good turnout from  all library  sectors to  hear 
w hat is happening in our industry.

Phil based his talk  on the results from  the library labour m arket sur
vey w hich was conducted for A LIA  by the Australian Centre fo r Industrial 
Relations Research and Training. The results from  the survey provided fas
cinating insights into the sectors in w hich librarians w ork, their age pro 
file , salaries, length of service and type o f em ploym ent. Comparisons w ith  
the labour m arket in general and particu lar sectors w ere very interesting. 
The many questions at the end o f the talk  showed the degree of interest 
in this topic.

D uring  his visit to W estern A ustralia, Phil also talked to the students 
at C urtin  University's D epartm ent of Inform ation  Studies. ■
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