
E ducating the library  
w orkers o f  the future
C olette  M cC oo l, chair o f the ALIA Board of Education

F o re ca s ts  a b o u t th e  c h a n g in g  in fo r 

m a tio n  e n v ir o n m e n t  a n d  th e  c h a l
leng es  w h ic h  w i l l  fa ce  l ib ra ry  an d  

in fo rm a t io n  se rv ic e  w o rk e rs  in th e  ne a r 

fu tu re  re q u ire  th a t th o u g h t fu l  c o n s id 

e ra t io n  be g iv e n  to  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a 

t io n  se rv ices e d u c a tio n . T he  im m e d ia te  

c h a lle n g e  fa c in g  us is to  m a in ta in  th e  
m o m e n tu m  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n  fo ru m  

h e ld  in  O c to b e r .  W e  ne ed  to  c o n t in u e  
th e  d iscu ss io n  o f  th e  key  e d u c a tio n  and 

t ra in in g  issues id e n t if ie d .  W e  m u s t e n 

su re  th a t p la n n in g  c o n tin u e s , so th a t l i 

b ra ry  w o rk e rs  o f  th e  fu tu re  w i l l  h a ve  

th e  a p p ro p r ia te  re p e r to ire  o f  s k il ls ,  

k n o w le d g e  a n d  a p t itu d e s  to  s u s ta in  

th e ir  e m p lo y a b i li ty .

A  firs t step m u s t be an a tte m p t to  re 

d e f in e  th e  c o re  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  u n 

d e rp in s  e d u c a t io n  a n d  p ra c t ic e  fo r  th e  

l ib r a r y  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s e c to r . T h is  

m u s t be  p la c e d  in  c o n te x t  w i th  o th e r  

in d u s tr ie s .  In d o in g  th is  w e  m u s t ask 

o u rs e lv e s :

•  w h a t is th e  b o d y  o f  k n o w le d g e  th a t is 

u n iq u e  to  th e  secto r?

•  is th is  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e  fu tu re ?

•  h o w  ca n  th e  c o re  k n o w le d g e  be  in 
te rp re te d  in to  a m o d e l o f w o rk  fo r th e  

secto r?

A n  issue  fo r  e x is t in g  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  se c to r is to  m a in ta in  th e  c u r re n c y  o f

th e ir  p ro fe s s io n a l q u a l i f ic a t io n  b y  a c 

q u ir in g  n e w  k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k i l ls  re 
q u ir e d  b y  th e  c h a n g in g  in fo rm a t io n  

e n v iro n m e n t.

W h a t  is th e  a p p ro p r ia te  ro le  fo r  

A L IA  in  e d u c a t io n  an d  tra in in g ?  As th e  

le a d e rs h ip  c o m m itte e  d ra w s  u p  a b lu e 

p r in t  fo r  th e  n e w  o rg a n is a t io n ,  it w i l l  

re q u ire  in p u t  f ro m  us a ll as to  h o w  

A L IA  c a n  be s t c o n t in u e  to  re s p o n d  to  
th e  e d u c a t io n  needs o f  its e x is t in g  an d  

fu tu re  m e m b e rs . S u re ly , in  g e n e ra l 

te rm s , th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l 

s ta n d a rd s  m u s t be  o n e  o f  th e  fo re m o s t 

g o a ls . O u r  c h a lle n g e  is to  d e v e lo p  th e  

p rocesses  w h ic h  best a c h ie v e  th is .

A L IA  p la y e d  a le a d e rs h ip  ro le  b y  
c o n v e n in g  th e  e d u c a tio n  fo ru m  in C a n 

b e rra  in  O c to b e r .  T h is  c o m m e n c e d  th e  

fo rm a l d e b a te  a b o u t th e  sh a p e  e d u c a 

t io n  a n d  t ra in in g  s h o u ld  ta k e  to  m e e t 

fu tu re  needs. T h e  A L IA  B oard  o f  E duca

t io n  has d e v e lo p e d  an a c t io n  p la n  fo r  

th e  s tra te g ic  fo c u s  fo r  fu tu re  e d u c a t io n  
an d  tra in in g  in th e  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a 

t io n  s e c to r. T h is  is based o n  th e  m a jo r  

issues id e n t if ie d  at th e  fo ru m .

W e  n o w  h a ve  a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  

p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  d is c u s s io n  at b ra n c h , 

s e c tio n  a n d  s p e c ia l in te re s t g ro u p  leve l 

w h e re  th e  issues a r is in g  o u t o f  th e  fo 
ru m  w i l l  be  ca n va sse d . ■

$25 000 literary award 
winner announced
The Patrick W h ite  Literary A w ard for 1997

V iv ian  S m ith  is th e  w in n e r  
o f th e  $ 2 5  0 0 0  P a trick  
W h ite  L ite ra ry  A w a rd  fo r  

1 9 9 7 . The aw ard  is m ade annually  
to  an A u s tra lia n  w r ite r  w hose  
w o rk , in the o pin ion  o f the  A w ard  
c o m m itte e , has not rece ived  a d 
equ ate  reco gn itio n .

P a trick  W h ite  in s titu ted  the  
A w a rd  a fte r  w in n in g  th e  N o b e l 
P rize  fo r L ite ra tu re  in 1 9 7 3 . Pre
vious w in n e rs  o f th e  a w a rd  are  
C hristina Stead, John Blight, Rose
m a ry  D o bso n , G w e n  H a rw o o d ,

Randolph Stow, Thea Astley, Judah 
W aten , Robert G ray , D avid  M artin , 
A m y W it t in g , P eter C o w a n , 
D im itr is  Tsa loum as, E lizab eth  
R iddell, and E lizabeth  H a rro w e r .

V iv ia n  Sm ith was born  in 1 9 3 3  
and g re w  up in H o b a rt . Best 
know n fo r his p o e try , he has also 
ed ite d  severa l an th o lo g ies  and  
w ritte n  c rit ic a l studies o f A u stra l
ian and A m erican  poetry, as w e ll as 
studies o f th e  life  and w o rk  o f  
James M c A u le y  and V a n c e  and  
N e ttie  P a lm er. ■

\ustranan A I I A
ibrary and A L IA
“ on Awards for

Innovation 
in Victoria

Nominations are now being 
called for the 1998 award

These awards, first awarded in 1996, recognise 

innovative practices by library staff in Victoria in 

any aspect of library activity -  for example, 

design of a brochure or world wide web page, 

or for teamwork. An award is made in each of 

the following catagories: academic (universities 

and TAFE); public libraries; school libraries; 

special libraries; law libraries; and health

Applications should be sent to ALIA National 

Office, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604 

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249 

e-mail awards@alia.org.au 

URL http://www.alia.org.au/awards.html

Nominations close 15 March 1998

options in information 
delivery ...

• Electron ic  & Prin t Jo u rn a ls
• Online Reference S e rv ice s
• CD -RO M s
• Books & V ideos
• D ocum ent Delivery

V A L A
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• OCLC • E lsev ie r • IS I • OVID
• Sp ringer • The British L ib rary

• Cam bridge Sc ien tific  A bstracts 
• CAB  International • Fairfax • Gale

• H .W . W ilso n  • S ilve rP la tte r
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