
A busy year
Philip Kent, 1996 Victorian Branch President

M argare t Findlay, A ngela B ridg land and Jennefer 
Nicholson a t the ALIA Biennial Conference w here  

Ange la received her Fellowship aw ard

T he A L IA  B ie n n ia l C o n fe ren ce  
w as a h igh light o f this year and 
in vo lved  con s id e rab le  p lann ing  

and contribution  from a w id e  variety of 
m em bers. Feedback  has been positive 
and our labours w o rth w h ile . Thanks to 
H elen  Tait and her team for steering the 
con ference  so ab ly.

Australian  L ib rary W e e k  w o u ld  not 
have  been so successfu l w ith o u t the 
energy and enthusiasm  of M arg ie  A n ­
derson. The linkage w ith  in ternet 
launches in p u b lic  libraries, the o p en ­
ing of A ustra lian  L ib rary W e e k  in P a r­
liam ent H ou se  w ith  the assistance of 
the Treasurer and M inister for M u ltim e ­
dia, the inaugral A L IA /FL IS  aw ards for 
innovation , the full page in the Sunday  
Herald-Sun and the Prusak/M attarazzo 
sem inar w e re  h igh ligh ts of a busy 
w eek .

In Ju n e  the B ran ch  hosted a jo in t 
m eeting w ith  the Austra lian  So c ie ty  of 
A rch iv is ts  and the Reco rds M a n a g e ­
m ent A ssociation  of Austra lia . Sp eak ­
ers inc luded  a liv e ly  representative of 
the A ustra las ian  C o m p u te r So c ie ty .

The m eeting began an ongoing 
d ia logue w ith  our fe llo w  infor­
m ation  p rofessionals and  an 
opportunity to cap ita lise on our 
areas of co m m o n a lity . The 
V ic to r ia n  B ranch  also c o n t in ­
ued our tradition of close co o p ­
eration and joint activ ities w ith  
A C L IS  and supported  the re­
v ie w  of national co-ordination 
activities.

The mentoring schem e con ­
tinues to p rovide practica l sup­
port to our n ew  p ro fess iona ls 
and is an in cen tive  for m em ­
bership. D em and continues to 
outstrip  supp ly  and w e  have  
becom e a model for sim ilar in i­
tiatives in other states.

V is its to reg ional groups, the re­
vised B ra n c h O u t , attendance of branch 
representatives at sectiona l a c tiv it ie s  
and talks to students at sch oo ls  o f li- 
b rariansh ip  im proved  com m u n ica tio n  
and brought the w id er branch together.

W e  are proud of our m em bers in

V ic to r ia , p a rticu la r ly  those honoured  
by national A L IA  aw ards. C ong ra tu la ­
tions to our new est F e llo w , A ng e la  
Bridg land  and the A L IA  M anager of the 
Year, C lare  Body.

1997 w ill be a busy year and I am 
delighted to pass the Presidential baton 
to M arg ie Anderson! ■
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