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I n Septem ber 1996 the U n ivers ity  of Sydney 
lib rary launched  a m ajor new  in itia tive  —  
SET IS , the S c h o la r ly  E le c tro n ic  Text and 

Im age Se rv ice . SET IS , m o de lled  on s im ila r 
e le c tro n ic  text centres in the U n ited  States 
and U n ited  Kingdom , is the first of its kind in 
A ustra lia  and w as created to support and fa
c ilita te  textual study and research in the un i
ve rs ity . The se rv ice  w ill in it ia lly  focus on 
m ateria ls  in the hum an ities , though it is 
p lanned  to extend the scope over tim e to in
c lu d e  other areas of research.

SET IS  w as created after extensive d iscus
sions w ith  acad em ic  staff in a num ber of de
partm ents and represents a new  partnership 
betw een  the lib rary and the acad em ic  co m 
m u n ity . C reagh  Cole., the co-ord inato r of 
SET IS , points out that e lec tron ic  texts 'ra re ly  
rep lace  the traditional versions, nor interfere 
w ith  our en joym en t o f them . Used  in co n 
ju n ctio n  w ith  printed  text, they a llo w  for 
m ore sophisticated  analysis, search ing  and 
m anipulation of the m aterial.' It is possible to 
carry out an extensive range of textual ana ly 
sis using search software. For exam ple, w ith  
the E n g lis h  P o e try  database you can search 
for a particu lar keyw ord  ad jacen t to another 
keyw ord  and to lim it this search to the gen
der of the poet, the genre of the poem  or the 
period of tim e.

Electronic texts are naturally am enab le to 
index and con co rd an ce  creation , and to in
q u iry  into statistica l o ccu rren ces  of term s. 
Furtherm ore, d ifferent versions of the same 
text m ay be com p ared  and the va ria tions 
co lla ted  and presented in a variety  of w ays.

The se rv ice  a lread y  offers researchers

and students enhanced  access to an ex ten 
sive range of co m m erc ia lly  p roduced  e le c 
tronic inform ation resources through the use 
of specialised  equ ipm ent and sophisticated 
search and text analysis softw are. M a n y  of 
the texts w ill be netw orked  v ia  a com m on 
w eb  interface throughout the U n ivers ity  thus 
greatly increasing  access to these va lu ab le  
resources.

F-iowever, perhaps the most exciting fea
ture of SET IS  is that it w ill foster and assist in 
the creation of n ew  e lectron ic  texts. A lready  
a num ber of researchers are w o rk in g  on 
projects w h ich  invo lve  the creation  of e le c 
tronic resources and SET IS  itself is invo lved  
in text creation  through the use of scann ing  
and O C R  software and the encod ing  of texts 
using Standard  G en e ra lised  M a rk u p  Lan 
guage (S G M L ).

SET IS  aims to build  a substantial c o lle c 
tion of on-line e lectronic text. As w e ll as pro
v id in g  access to c o m m e rc ia lly  pub lished  
e lectron ic  text databases, such as the E n g lis h  
P o e try  full-text database and the P a t ro lo g ia  
L a t in a ,  the SET IS  co lle c tio n  of e le c tro n ic  
texts w ill include the substantial co llection  of 
p u b lic  dom ain  texts from the un ive rs ity  of 
V irg in ia  E le c tro n ic  Text C en ter. S ET IS  w ill 
serve as a m irro r site for this m ateria l and 
negotiations are u nd erw ay  w ith  the Oxford 
Text A rch ive  for a s im ilar arrangem ent w ith  
their e lectron ic  m aterial.

Further inform ation about SET IS  can  be 
found at the fo llo w in g  U R L  http:// 
setis.lib rary.usdy.edu.au or by contacting  Dr 
C reagh  C o le  the SET IS  co-ord inator on 
(02 )9351 7408. ■

• 22/3 & 19/4 ALIA NSW  Schools 
Section. Introductory Internet. Mac
quarie Uni, Time/Cost: TBA. Contact: 
Ailsa Holmes-Walker, ph (02) 9871 
3541.

• 26/3-1/12 ALIA NSW  Schools 
Section. Executive meeting dates. 
Newtown High School of the Per
forming Arts, King Street, Newtown 
2042. 4pm. (26/3; 30/4; 28/5; 25/6; 
30/7; 3/9; 24/9; 29/10; 1/12). Con
tact: Andrew Barber, ph (02) 9519 
1544, fax (02) 9519 1657.

1/4 ABN Advanced inquiry train
ing. Uni of NSW, School of Informa
tion, Library and Archive Studies. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 
(02) 9385 3589, fax (02) 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.

• 8/4 ALIA NSW TAFE Section and 
NSW Branch. An evening with Phil 
Teece, Personnel and industrial serv
ices manager, ALIA. OTEN, 51 Went
worth Road, Strathfield 2135. 6pm 
for 6.30pm. Contact: Judy Ryan, ph 
(02) 9715 8330, fax (02) 9715 8311, 
judy.ryan@tafensw.edu.au.

8-10/4 Insearch/Knight-Ridder In
formation Seminars. Introductory 
DIALOG (8/4), Company Intelligence 
(9/2), Chemical Searching for Non- 
Chemists (10/4). Sydney contact: ph 
(02) 9212 2867, krinfo.aus
@uts. edu.au.

• 9/4 -5/11 ALIA NSW  Schools Sec
tion. Committee meeting dates. 
Leichhardt Primary School, Joint 
Council Rooms. 7pm. (9/4; 7/5; 2/6: 
15/7; 6/8, 8/9; 14/10; 5/11). Contact: 
Andrew Barber, ph (02) 9519 1544, 
fax (02) 9519 1657.

• 16/4 South Coast Regional 
Group —  Reactivating meeting
Wollongong City Library Theatrette, 
Ground Floor. 5.30-7pm. Come and 
network with colleagues in the re
gion and contribute ideas for future 
meetings. We'd also like to hear of 
new developments/initiatives in your 
workplace. Dinner to follow at Inter
national Centre. All welcome. RSVP: 
Helen Mandl, ph (042) 21 4637 or 
helen_mandl@uow.edu.au

• 17/4 NSW Special Section Inter
national Special Librarians' Day 
breakfast. 7.30am Venue to be an
nounced. For further details contact: 
Jackie Slee, ph (02) 9229 1317, fax 
(02) 9223 5002 or Christine Ben- 
neian, ph (02) 9257 71 18, fax (02) 
9257 7756.

7/5 Performance indicators for li
braries. Uni of NSW, School of Infor
mation, Library and Archive Studies. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 
(02) 9385 3589, fax (02) 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.
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