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I n the past decade, the preservation of 
library m aterials has attracted increas
ing attention  in A ustra lia . Yet it has 

ch ie fly  been in the non-tertiary lib rary 
sphere —  the N ational L ib rary and the 
State Libraries —  that preservation ini
tia tives have occurred .

T h e  reasons are not hard to find. 
Those lib raries w h ic h  house nationa l 
and regional treasures and bear a rec
ogn ised  heritage resp ons ib ility  have 
u nd e rstan d ab ly  been most a c t iv e  in 
d eve lop ing  program s to preserve their 
resources —  by such m eans as the m i
cro film ing  of new spapers and literary 
m anuscripts. Such  libraries also mount 
p u b lic  exh ib itions, and have been es
p e c ia lly  con sc iou s  of p reservation  
needs in o rd er to p ro tect d isp layed  
m aterials against dam age.

By  contrast, tertiary libraries in A us
tra lia  have been m a in ly  in fluenced  by 
the priorities o f their parent institutions 
—  w h ic h  are im m ed ia te  program s of 
teach ing  and research  —  and have 
found it d ifficu lt to gather the resources 
to devote to m ajor preservation efforts.

T h ey  have , indeed , engaged  in 
preservation activ ities —  such as e n v i
ronm ental contro ls and b ind ing —  but 
they have  not, in the m ain , in co rp o 
rated these m easures into com p reh en 
sive programs of preservation.

The electron ic  revolution, how ever, 
is beg inn ing  to have a no ticeab le  im 
pact on the preservation sensitivities of 
tertiary libraries. W h e re a s  print-based 
m aterials, at their most fragile, can  be 
expected  to last for som e decades, 
e le c tro n ic  resources h ave  a life-span 
m easured —  at best —  o n ly  in years. 
U n le ss  p reservation  issues are c o n 
sc iously  taken into acco un t at the tim e 
e le c tro n ic  resources are created , the 
in fo rm ation  they in co rp o ra te  is d es 
tined to d isappear.

Iron ica lly , therefore, tertiary lib rar
ies in Australia are now  being forced by 
the advent o f e lec tron ic  inform ation to 
address the broad needs of preservation 
—  not on ly  o f e lectron ic  resources, but 
of print and other m aterial as w e ll.

The con tex t w ith in  w h ic h  such 
aw areness is grow ing  is that of a c ce ss .

L ib ra ry  p reservation , after a ll, is not 
m ain ly about the rescue of the rare and 
the antique: it is about generalised  a c 
cess  —  long-term access to the w orld  
of know ledge and cultural m em ory.

An  im portan t sign of lib ra ries ' a t
tend ing to this cha lleng e  is the recent 
efforts of a cross-sectoral group w h ich  
has been w o rk ing  on the Preservation  
of A ustra lian  D ig ita l In fo rm ation  
(P A D I). Estab lished  after the T ow ard s 
Federation  2001 C o n fe ren ce  and 
funded by a num ber of grants, particu 
larly from the Australian V ice-C han ce l
lors' C om m ittee 's E lectronic Publishing 
W o rk in g  G roup , P A D I has developed  a 
p rov is iona l set o f p reservation  g u id e 
lines to assist libraries and other institu
tions in p rovid ing  long-term access to 
e lectron ic  inform ation.

Such  backg round  w o rk  helps to 
bu ild  the infrastructure of support for 
ind iv idua l lib rary efforts, esp ec ia lly  for 
A ustra lian  tertia ry  lib raries w h ic h  do 
not, in the main, have a strong tradition 
of expertise or structured em phasis in 
broad preservation programs. m
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