
Winners announced

T he V A L A  A w a rd  for 1996 has 
been w on  by the Royal V icto rian  
Institute for the B lind  for the d e ­

ve lo p m en t of a 'ta lk in g ' cata lo g u e  
w h ic h  m ay be accessed  at the Insti­
tute's Ta lk ing  Book  Lib rary or through 
the Internet, and for the developm ent of 
V o ic e p r in t ,  a telephone-based inform a­
tion service .

T h e  V o ic e p r in t  se rv ice  p rovides 
im proved access to the catalogue of the 
Ta lk ing  Book L ib rary. L ib rary b o rro w ­
ers can  phone in, search or b row se the 
cata logue and order books using on ly  
the te lephone keypad. V o icep rin t users 
can  a lso  listen to the full-text of T h e  
A g e , T h e  F in a n c ia l  R e v ie w ,  and B u s i­
ness  R e v ie w  W e e k ly .

These  tw o  d eve lop m en ts  s ign ifi­
c an tly  im p ro ve  the in d ep en d en ce  of 
people w ith  print d isab ilities. They  can 
interact d irectly w ith  the library system, 
for both browsing and ordering of titles,

in com p le te  p r iv a cy  and w ith ou t the 
need for assistance from a sighted per­
son.

The V A L A  A w ard  is presented to 
the A ustra lian  lib rary  or inform ation  
centre judged to have m ade the most 
inn o va tive  use of cu rren tly  a va ilab le  
com puter techno logy to im prove serv­
ice to users. There w as an u np rec ­
edented leve l of interest in both the 
V A L A  A w ard  and the T rave l sch o la r­
ships aw arded  by V A LA . The w inners 
of the two travel scholarships w ere also 
ann ou nced  —  A n d re w  T re loar, from 
D eakin  U n ivers ity , w ill investigate the 
role of lib raries as facilitato rs in e le c ­
tron ic  pub lish ing ; and D av id  W e lls , 
from Curtin U n ive rs ity  of Technology, 
w ill travel to Japan to study the w ays in 
w h ich  Japanese autom ated library sys­
tems treat m ulti-language, multi-script 
co lle c tio n s  of m ateria l. Both  w inners  
w ill present papers on their research at 
the next V A L A  b ienn ia l conference , m

C o lo u r fu l
en te rp rise

Provision o f colour copying  

seems to be now accepted as 

de r ig e u r  in libraries. The pro lifera­

tion o f print m aterial in colour, o f­

ten com puter-generated, ensures 

that this dem and w ill continue to  

grow. H owever, most colour photo­

copiers are much too com plicated  

to  a llo w  the public access to this 

very expensive item without staff as­

sistance.

Langley Park M anuafacturing  

have addressed this problem by in­

troducing their new PACC-7 digital 

colour copier —  launched at the  

A LIA  conference in O ctob er. The 

m achine com bines the trad itio na l 

ease o f public use, whilst producing 

the highest colour copy quality and 

low  copy costs. For more in form a­

tion see the ir advertism ent in the 

O ctober issue of inC ite , p34. ■

cess to the full-text o f jou r 
nal artic les  from o ve r 1 000 
jou rna l titles.

L ib ra ry  users acros> 
N e w  South  W a le s  can  nov 
search , re trieve and print o 
d o w n lo a d  the data in A SC I 
fo rm at v ia  w o rksta tio n s  it 
p u b lic  lib raries through an' 
standard W e b  brow ser, i

Overcoming the 
tyranny of distance

Peo p le  throughout N e w  
Sou th  W a le s  can  n o w  
read  o ve r  1000 jo u r ­

nals from  around  the w o rld  
v ia  co m p u te r  sc reens at 
their lo ca l p u b lic  lib raries.

T h is  n ew  s e rv ice  has 
been m ad e  possib le  by the 
in s ta lla tio n  o f E le c tro n ic  
R e fe ren ce  L ib ra ry  (ER L )

te ch n o lo g y  at the State L i­
brary o f N e w  South W a le s .

T h e  system , d ev e lo p e d  
by S ilve rP la tte r In form ation  
and  d is tribu ted  by G E A C  
G lo b a l In fo rm ation , a llo w s  
p u b lic  lib raries across N e w  
Sou th  W 'a le s  to access  a 
num ber o f subscrip tion  d a ­
tabases on the State L i­

brary 's  ER L  server.

T h e  m o ve  to adop t Sil- 
ve rP la tte r's  so lution  fo llo w s  
an in c rease  in p u b lic  d e ­
m and for in form ation , w ith  
a ttendance  figures at p ub lic  
lib ra ries  across the state 
co n tin u in g  to rise. T h e  in ­
tro du c tio n  of ER L  m eans 
that lib ra ry  users h ave  a c ­

ALIA membership
ALIA w elcom es the follow ing new members who joined the Association in 
D ecem ber 1996 , and congratulates those' who have upgraded their qualifications

New Members
Elizabeth  A  Belfort Q L D  
Jaya  Berk  W A  
Eve lyn  C am bridge  V IC  
Sue C am eron  W A  
Jan e lle  C a rley  N S W  
M ich a e l C han  N S W  
A m an da  C ook  SA  
Karen D e m ich e le  SA  
Ling Fan N S W  
Y an o u la  Fouras V IC  
Suellen  Gosstray V IC  
Sharon G ro ch  N S W  
A m an d a  Ireland V IC

Keira Jam es-Peet N S W  
Bernadette Kean V IC  
M argarette Lam bert V IC  
A nna L iehne W A  
N are lle  M cC ra y  TAS  
H elen  N am an  N S W  
Jenn ifer N an ce  SA  
Tan ia  Pugh SA 
D onna  Sh ie lds N S W  
Larissa S ido rova  V IC  
Sharon Stew art V IC  
Susan Stew art W A  
H elen  M argaret Tay lo r A C T  
Karen W a rre n  V IC

New Technicians
Sheryl C larke  TA S  
Jan-M aree H erive l N T  
D o m en ica  Sardi W A

New Associates
Lai H ung Chan  H K  
Ines Scotland  Q L D  
Tony W a rd  SA 
John Terence M agu ire  A C T  
Lejla Sukno  SA  
Jan ine  H anna  N S W  
Son ia  Q uarisa  N S W  
A jita  Prem in i Samuel-

Tham b iah  N S W  
Lynette F lo rence  Tay lo r 

N S W
Roslyn  B o yce  A C T  
M ich e lle  Ph illip s  Q L D  
N anette V leeskens Q L D  
Jane H ard y  A C T  
Theresa Lynette Jude N T

Upgrade to 
Associate

M ile n a  Rozenb lat V IC  
Rhonda A d e le  M ayb erry  

W A
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