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O n lin e  p ro g ra m  
w ill lin k  to  th e  w o rld
Fran Voss, T h e  E x a m in e r ,  2 2  O c to b er 
1997

U p  to seven ty  reg ional Tasm an ian  
com m u n itie s  w ill soon be con n ected  
d irectly  to the w orld  from their pub lic  
lib rary  v ia  the C o m m u n ities  O n lin e  
program.

C o m m u n ities  O n lin e , w h ic h  w ill 
p rovide free com m un ity  internet tra in ­
ing and access through the State Library 
system , w as d eve lop ed  from  Prem ie r 
T o n y  R u n d le 's  D ire c tio n s  Statem ent 
earlier this year.

The program  w as lau n ch ed  in the 
Devonport Library yesterday w hen  Tas­
m anian  teachers and lib rary staff w ere  
addressed by the creators o f the suc ­
cessfu l N e w  B ru n sw ick , C anad a  pro ­
gram , C o n n e c t N B . C o n n e c t N B  w as 
d eve lop ed  in C an ad a  in response to 
reg ional need. D av id  Roberts, one of 
the C o n n e c t N B  creators, said, 'W e  
w e re  p rim arily  a forestry and  fishing- 
based eco n o m y . W h e n  the resources 
d w in d led  there w as a need to find  
other avenues of em ploym ent. Inform a­
tion techno logy  w as ideai but w as d e ­
ve lo p ed  in the three m a jo r centres 
w h ile  rural areas w e re  being ignored.'

J e n n in g s  to p s 
th e  po ll in  lend ing
Bob  H efner, T h e  S u n d a y  C a n b e r ra  
T im e s , 9 N o vem b er 1997

Pu b lic  Lend ing  Right (P LR ) paym ents 
totalling  $4,754 m illion  w e re  m ade to 
e lig ib le Australian authors and publish­
ers in June for 1996-97, acco rd ing  to 
the annual report of the Pu b lic  Lending 
Right Com m ittee.

PLR  com pensates authors and pub­
lishers for cop ies of their books held in 
p u b lic  lib raries. The rate per cop y  of 
each  e lig ib le  book rose to $1.19 for 
authors (from $1.1 73) and to $0,297 for 
publishers (from $0,293).

C om m ittee chairm an  W a rre n  H o r­
ton said that w h ile  the C om m ittee  w as 
d isappointed  that the Education  Lend ­
ing Right w as not im p lem ented , they 
w ere  'delighted w ith  the G overnm en t's  
announcem en t that the decis ion  to re­
duce  the e lig ib ility  years of a book in

the PLR  from 50 to 25 years w o u ld  not 
p roceed .'

The m a jo rity  of c la im s by authors 
w ere  in the $50 to $300 range, w ith  the 
highest c la im s  in the $25 000 to 
$30 000 range. The h ighest-scoring 
book w as Paul Jennings' U n b e l ie v a b le !  
M o r e  s u r p r is in g  s to r ie s .

L ib ra ry  w arn ed
ab o u t d o cu m en t th e ft  r isk
Joe  Pop rzeczny , T h e  S u n d a y  T im e s , 9 
N o vem b er 1997

A  N o tre  D am e U n ive rs ity  a cad em ic  
w h o  has had a long assoc ia tion  w ith  
W A  archives w arned in M ay  of the pos­
s ib ility  o f rare docum ents being  p il­
fered. D eta ils  o f the w arn in g  surfaced 
after it w as revea led  that twenty-six fo­
lios of docum ents on the 1885 m urder 
in R oeham p ton  of tw o  bank o fficers, 
T hom as A nke te ll and H en ry  Burrup , 
are missing.

F listorian, Professor Les M archan t, 
prepared a report on the State Library 's 
geograph ica l and historical co llec tion  
and w arned  of a need for more thought 
on its access po licy .

H e  said it w as know n som e peop le 
san itised  m ateria l so that records re­
flected their beliefs. H ow ever, Professor 
M archan t also said that there are other 
reasons for peop le  rem oving books or 
cu llin g  records.

'T h e  essential point is that in both 
unusual p o litica l tim es and norm al 
times, pub lic  lib rarians have a duty to 
protect the state-funded co llec tio n ', he 
said.

S ecrecy  ch arg e  
d en ied  o ver te n d e r  
fo r  new  M alen y  L ib ra ry
The H in terland  Sh ire Steering C om m it­
tee has c la sh ed  w ith  C a lo u n d ra  C ity  
C oun c il over the tender process for the 
M a le n y  Library.

The tender to renovate  the o ld  
C ora l Street fruit shed into the tow n 's  
n ew  lib rary c losed  tw o  w eeks ago and 
is expected  to be aw arded  by the end 
of the month. H in terland  Shire Steering 
com m ittee  ch a irm an  John  C h ia ro tto  
has questioned  the co u n c il 's  decis ion  
to not open the tenders in public.

M a le n y  c o u n c illo r  Ian B ry ce  said 
c o u n c il 's  tendering  process had been 
fo llo w ed  co m p le te ly . H e  said that 
cou n cil o n iy  opened  tenders in pub lic  
w h en  they w e re  for m ajor w orks and 
worth m illions of dollars. The refurbish­
m ent and fit-out of the M a le n y  Lib rary 
w as expected to cost $400 000 w ith  an 
add itional cost for the book stock and 
Internet/com puter set-up. W o rk  on the 
lib ra ry  is expected  to start before 
Christm as.

P eop le  have th e ir  
say  on fu tu re  o f  lib ra ry
B o rd e r  M a i l ,  2 2  O c to b er 1997

T h e U p p e r M u rra y  reg ional L ib ra ry  
Se rv ice  has asked the p ub lic  to deter­
m ine h ow  services w ill be provided  in 
the future. The library, w h ich  services 
A lb u ry- W o d o n g a  and the shires of 
Tow ong , Indigo, H um e, Tum barum ba, 
H olbrook, U rana  and C o row a , is under 
rev iew .

Dr V eron ica  Lunn, w h o  is con d u ct­
ing the re v ie w , said sixty p eop le  at­
tended the m eeting in A lb u ry  on Su n ­
day . The m eeting  'g ave  residents the 
o p po rtu n ity  to register the ir needs as 
lib ra ry  users and an op po rtu n ity  to 
have som e input as to how  the service 
should  be p ro v id ed ', D r Lunn said, 
adding that for m ore than fifty years the 
library's model w as one of cross-border 
co-ordination and provision of services 
to far-flung areas.

D r Lunn said the rev iew  w ou ld  also 
exam in e  w ays of re ta in ing  A lb u ry  
cou n cil support.

R eso u rce  b o o st 
fo r  sh ire  l ib ra ry
Ken U tting , H a r v e y  A u s t r a l in d  R e ­
p o r te r ,  14 O c to b er 1997

The H a rve y  Sh ire  lib rary  se rv ice  n o w  
has a language learn ing resource c e n ­
tre.

A  $10 000 grant from the o ffice of 
M u lticu ltu ra l Interests and the Lotteries 
C om m ission  has enab led  the purchase 
of tw o  com puters, five in teractive cas ­
sette p layers, and a num ber of in terac­
tive C D  roms, books and d ictionaries.

Sh ire president Jim  O ffer launched  
the resource  cen tre  at the H a rve y  Li-
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brary recen tly , saying, 'It is not the 
first tim e our p rincipa l lib rarian has 
ob ta ined  grants w h ich  have been of 
great benefit to our lib raries'.

T ea rfu l farew ell
to  th e  ro u n d  re a d in g  room
T h e  W e s t  A u s t r a l ia n , 27 O c to b e r  
1997

An a ca d e m ic  w h o  w ro te  her first 
book beneath its expansive dom e, a 
b iographer w h o  built his w orking life 
around its open ing  times, and a his­
torian  w h o  met her husband by its 
book shelves w ere  am ong those w ho  
cam e to say a final farew ell on Satur­
d ay  to the British  L ib ra ry 's  round 
read ing room.

Y o u ng  scho lars and o ld  book 
lovers gathered w ith  tearful staff to 
w a it for the final bell signalling  the 
end of the room 's 140-year history as 
a haven for researchers and writers. 
The room  w ill  b eco m e a cu ltu ra l 
cen tre  and open  to visitors to the 
British  M u seu m , in w h ich  it is 
housed . A m ong  those w h o  read, 
studied and w rote there s ince 1857 
w e re  M ah a tm a  G a n d h i, G eo rg e  
Bernard  Shaw , Rudyard  K ip ling  and 
Karl M arx .

M ig ra n t strugg les 
rec o rd e d  in  book
C a n n in g  C o m m u n it y ,  28 O c to b e r 
1997

A V ie tnam ese  w om an  has w ritten a 
book w h ich  she hopes w ill p rom ote 
greater cu ltural understanding.

Em ily  Thai, of V ic to ria  Park, said 
she took on the ch a llen g e  because 
V ie tnam ese  cu ltu re  w as often d iffi­
cult for outsiders to understand.

H e r book, S i le n t  E c h o e s , g ives 
rare insight into the lives of 14 V ie t­
nam ese w om en  m igrants w h o  have 
settled in Perth ove r the past tw enty 
years. It tells o f the cu ltural barriers 
they faced  and the w a y  they cam e 
terms w ith  their uncerta in  futures.

M s Tha i, a form er Sa igon  H igh 
S cho o l teach e r and socia l w o rker, 
cam e to Perth in the mid 1970s. She 
spoke fluent French as w e ll as V ie t­
nam ese, but ve ry  little English. She

cam e to Australia  because V ie tn am ­
ese authorities told her that A ustra l­
ians spoke French. She w as shocked 
w h en  she arrived  and heard the 
broad Australian  accent.

Undaun ted , she en ro lled  at C u r­
tain  U n iv e rs ity  and com p le ted  a 
graduate d ip lom a in lib rary studies. 
She then w orked  for Perth T A FE  and 
the C ity  o f Perth, w here  she initiated 
and ran a library education service to 
help m igrant students learn English.

U S O  blam es In te rn e t fo r 
d em ise  o f  its  p u b lish in g  arm
Dorothy llling, T h e  A u s tra lia n ,  5 N o ­
vem ber 1997

U n ive rs ity  of Southern Q u een s lan d  
Press is to shut dow n  after twenty- 
one years as the decline in university 
pub lish ing  continues. It w ill  be the 
fourth university  press to c lose  since 
the ea rly  1980s.

U n ive rs ity  deputy v ice- ch an ce l­
lor said the press had been operating 
at a loss arid that times w e re  hard for 
u n ive rs ity  presses g en e ra lly , w ith  
strong com p etit io n  from  other m e­
d ia, pa rticu la rly  the Internet.

L ib ra ry  focuses 
on  a d u lt lite racy
A re a  N e w s  —  G r i f f i t h ,  1 7 O c to b e r  
1997

The G riffith  C ity  L ib ra ry  no w  has 
ava ilab le  for borrow ing  a new  series 
o f videos, titled T h e  re a d in g  w r i t in g  
r o a d s h o w .

This series of twenty videos aims to 
teach literacy to Australians w ith Eng­
lish-speaking background w ho  already 
have some specified skills in reading, 
w riting and num eracy. It can also be 
used by non-English-speaking b ack ­
ground users w h o  can a lready cope 
with everyday Australian English.

Each  program  has a d ram a seg­
ment, constructed around three prin ­
c ip a l characters, plus docu m en ta ry  
and com edy segments. The programs 
use e v e ryd a y  language and  feature 
real-life stories. Top ics inc lude food 
labels, paying bills, w orkp lace  forms, 
new spapers, instructions, tim etables 
and job  app lications. •

New titles from  
the CIS

Introduction to 
information management

edited by
M IC H A E L  B R IT T A IN

A  challenging text aimed at students 
and practitioners, with distinguished 

contributors from Australia and 
the UK.

$50.00 plus $5.00 p&p

Disaster recovery for 
archives, libraries and 
records management 

systems in Australia and 
New Zealand 

by
JU D IT H  D O IG

Detailed and invaluable book on 
disaster recovery planning. 
$40.00 plus $5.00 p&p

The adolescent novel: 
Australian perspectives

by
M A U R E E N  N IM O N  and 

J O H N  F O S T E R
A  pioneering study of the modern 

Australian novel, including essays on 15 
prominent authors.

$30.00 plus $5.00 p&p

R elig ion  and th e o lo g y :
A  gu ide  to  c u r re n t 

re fe re n ce  resources
by

LAWRENCE MclNTOSH
International in scope but with 

particular attention to information 
needs in Australia and N ew  Zealand. 

O ve r 650 titles, with annotations. 
$40.00 plus $5.00 p&p

DDC 21 w orkbook
by

S Y D N E Y  D A V IS
Practical introduction to D ew ey Edition 
2 1, from an author who has previously 
published workbooks with the CIS and 

with OCLC/Forest Press.
$20.00 plus $5.00 p&p

Centre for Information Studies, 
Charles Sturt University, Locked 

Bag 660, Wagga Wagga 
NSW  2678 

Tel: 0269 332325 
Fax: 0269 332733
cis@csu.edu.au

h ttp ://w w w .c s u .e d u .a u /fa c u lty
lsc iagrls is lC IS Ic is .h tm l
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