
Hard work and 
enthusiasm pays off
Margaret Drury and Beth Clary, InterACTion conference committee

G overnor genera l Sir W illiam  Dean w ith  m embers o f  the  
InterACTion conference com m ittee

T he coo l C a n ­
berra w eath er 
cou ld  not

dam pen  the en thu s i­
asm of 510 delegates 
at the 9th N ational L i­
brary T e ch n ic ian s  
Conference held at the 
N a tio n a l C o n ven tio n  
Centre 24-26 Sep tem ­
ber 1997.

The N a tio n a l L i­
brary of A ustra lia  
hosted eight pre-con­
ference d iscussion  
groups ranging from 
schoo l, specia l and 
public  libraries, to a c ­
quisitions, serials, cataloguing, reference and 
inter-library loans/docum ent supp ly. D e l­
egates w ere also able to go behind the scenes 
of various w ork ing  areas w ith in  the National 
Library including the preservation unit, news­
paper co llections , manuscripts, stack areas, 
docum ent supply and Asian  co llections.

The 'W e lc o m e  to C an b e rra ' cock ta il 
party at the N ational C onven tion  Centre set 
the pace for the rest of the conference. Sena ­
tor M argaret Reid  opened  the trade ex h ib i­
tion and w arm ly  w e lcom ed  visitors from Fiji, 
Singapore, Papua N e w  G u in ea , the U n ited  
States of A m erica  and every  Australian state. 
Stan G ran t a m em ber of the W ira d ju r i peo­
ple, w e lcom ed  everyone in his native tongue 
and spoke of his affin ity w ith  libraries. Enter­
tainm ent was p rovided  by 'a Bunch  of Pos­
ers'.

G o ve rno r general S ir W ill ia m  D eane  of­
f ic ia lly  opened  the co n fe ren ce  and talked  
about the role libraries had p layed  in his life 
and in particu lar the w o rk  of lib rary techn i­
cians w h o  had assisted him in his career in 
the H igh Court o f Australia .

Each day of the con ference  had a them e 
—  'the c lien t ', 'the p ro fess ion ' and 'the 
techno logy ' —  w ith  keynote speakers, W a r ­
ren Horton, lane K lobas and Bob  Pym m , in­
troducing  these top ics each  m orn ing. K ey ­
note addresses w e re  fo llo w ed  by p ara lle l 
sessions in the afternoon w ith  the m ajority of 
the papers being presented by library techn i­
cians (m any for the first time). The Dunn and 
W ils o n  oration  w as g iven  by Jean  B a ile y  
w ho  presented her report titled 'A  case study 
of higher-level techn ic ians '.

M o re  than sixty delegates b raved  an 
early and ch illy  C anberra  m orn ing to attend 
the Education Forum breakfast w h ich  proved

to be a live ly  and interesting discussion. Edu­
cators and techn ic ians discussed the im p le ­
m entation  of the n ew  national D ip lo m a  of 
L ib rary and Inform ation Studies curricu lum .

D e legates had the o ppo rtun ity  to v isit 
m ore than thirty Canberra  libraries. The ex­
hibitors w ere  kept busy during the three days 
w ith  m orn ing  and afternoon  teas and 
lunches served in the trade exh ib ition  area 
g iving delegates tim e to visit the stands, so­
c ia lise  and interact. The con ference d inner 
held  in the Federation  Room  of the H yatt 
H otel w as  attended by m ore than 300 d e l­
egates, w h o  w ined  and d ined  and w e re  en ­
tertained by students from Radford Co llege . 
A w ards w e re  presented to the Library T e ch ­
n ic ian  of the Year, Kaye Bartlett from N o rth ­
ern Territory U n ivers ity , and the D unn  and 
W ils o n  Scho larsh ip  to Lorraine D en n y  from 
the U n ivers ity  o f W o llo n g o ng .

Informal dinners, c ity  tours, Floriade, hot 
a ir ba lloon  rides, m idnight bus tours as w e ll 
as a trip to Thredbo, h istoric v illages and a 
local w in e ry  w e re  just a few  of the activ ities 
that delegates partic ipated  in before, during 
and after the con ference .

Po s itive  and en thusiastic  delegates at­
tended  the c lo s ing  ce rem o n y  w ith  D o n n a  
Re id  g iv ing  a b r illian t sum m ing  up of the 
conference. The 1997 conference com m ittee 
w ou ld  like to thank all of those w h o  con trib ­
uted to In te rA C T io n ,  through their support, 
a tten d ance  and good w ishes  and that the 
positiveness and  en thusiasm  that w as felt 
during the days of the con fe ren ce  and w ill 
co n tin u e  to g ro w  am ongst lib rary  te c h n i­
cians. The con ference  com m ittee  had m uch 
delight in handing over to the Perth com m it­
tee for the 10th National Library Techn ic ians 
C onference in I 999, and w ish them w e ll. It's 
hard w ork  but worth it! m
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s th o m a s @ ila n e t .s ln s w .g o v .a u . 
RSVP for catering purposes.

• 16/12 N SW  Branch Council 
meeting. State  Library o f N SW , 
M itche ll W in g , Je an  Garling  
room , 6pm . O bservers a lw ays 
w elco m e. Contact: Jo-anne Full­
er, ph 02 9906 6000, fx 02 9906 
5987, jo jo1@ ozem ail.com .au .

• 31/1/1998 NSW  OPAL meet­
ing. Guest speaker: Judith Siess. 
M cD o n a ld 's  Room, Sta te  Library 
of N S W , M acq u arie  St, Sydney, 
2-3:30pm . RSVP/Enquiries: Claire 
Pillar, ph 02 9334 1716,
claire.p illar@ nbcc.org .au

• 6/2/98 NSW  Special Libraries 
section. Tour o f the Opera Cen­
tre o f Opera Australia. 480 Eliza­
beth Street, Su rrey Hills. 11- 
12pm, $20 (includes lunch). C o n ­
tact: M ar ie n n e  Sh epherd , 85 
M o o re  Street, Le ichhard t 2040, 
ph 041 1 372 929, fx 02 9568 
3271, sydney@ cox .com .au  (put 
M ar ie n n e 's  nam e in sub ject). 
RSVP w ith payment made ou t to: 
ALIA NSW Special Libraries sec­
tion by 9/1/98, numbers limited.

12-16/2/98 Stepping up Sum­
mer Institute '98 A  mixture of 
one and tw o  day courses offered 
in areas like inform ation o rgan i­
sation and m anagem ent, m arket 
research, public relations, educa­
tion, co m m u m ity  services and 
technology. Further inform ation: 
Dr Harry Bruce, Director, Sum m er 
Institute '98, ph 02 9514 2737, 
fx 02 9514  2723, h .b ruce@ uts. 
edu.au .

QLD
• 8/12 Qid Cataloguers sec­
tion. Christmas function includ­
ing: talk by A nn H uthwaite on 
the Internationa l Conference on 
the Principles and Future Devel­
opm ent o f  AACR, AGM. Q UT 
Kelvin  G rove  Library Tearoom , 
5:30 for 6pm, cost: free. Contact: 
N a tha lie  Schulz, ph 07 3875 
5242, n .schulz@ ins.gu.edu.au

• 8/12 Qld Library Technician 
section meetings AG M  and
Christmas lunch  (venue: TBA ). 
State Library of Qld, M etw ay  The- 
atre tte , 5 ,,30pm (unless advised 
o therw ise ). C o n tact: H ea ther
Gray, ph 07 3226 6184

• 10/12 Qld Branch Christmas 
breakfast and AGM. H eather 
Gordon, Sunshine Coast Uni C o l­
lege Librarian w ill speak ab o u t 
setting  up a University Library
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