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the beg inn ing : a 1991 p lann ing  session p lan ted  the  
seeds fo r the extab lishm ent o f  PIALA.

shop on classifica tion  and the use of 
com puterised  systems for cataloguing. 
The three-day conference provided ses­
sions on grant writing, co llection  deve l­
opment, and educational opportunities 
for Pac ific  librarians as w e ll as library 
tours and group discussions. A two-day 
post-conference w orkshop  funded by 
IFLA 's  Advancem ent of Libraries in the 
Th ird  W o r ld  Program  a llo w ed  for the 
training of library association leaders in 
lib rary ad vo cacy  and p o licy  d eve lo p ­
ment.

To disseminate information to m em ­
bers throughout the region P IA LA  pub­
lishes a newsletter three to four times a 
year. Announcem ents of new  d eve lop ­
ments, construction projects, grants re­
ce ived  or local accom plishm ents by is­
land library associations are shared with 
the 120 ind ividuals and institutions in 
twenty-five different countries or island

groups that m ake up the P IA LA  m em ­
bership.

T w o  pub lica tion  projects under­
taken by P IA LA  have been a D ir e c to r y  
o f  l ib r a r ie s ,  a r c h iv e s  a n d  m u s e u m s  in  
M ic ro n e s ia  and a U n io n  l is t  o f  s e r ia ls  in  
l ib ra r ie s  o f  G u a m  a n d  M ic ro n e s ia .  The 
D irecto ry , last revised  in 1993, w ill 
soon be replaced by the A L IA  p ub lica ­
tion, D ir e c to r y  o f  l ib r a r ie s  a n d  a rc h iv e s  
in  th e  P a c if ic  is la n d s . These two works 
have focused attention on the region 
and revealed  how  m any small but im ­
portant co llections exist a lready w ith in  
M icron es ia . L ikew ise , the U n io n  list 
serves as an indication of w hat is and is 
not ava ilab le  lo ca lly  and serves as a 
va luab le  tool for in terlib rary  loan and 
co lle c tio n  d eve lopm ent. A lso, this re­
g ional U n io n  list p icks up m any local 
pub lica tions not found in trad itional 
com m ercia lly-p roduced  ind ices and 

databases.

PIALA representatives, A rlene Cohen, vice-president, and  Isabel Rungrad, president take  
PIALA to  the w o rld  a t the 1997 IFLA conference he ld  in Copenhagen

M o re  inform ation  
about P IA LA  and its a c ­
tivities and conferences 
can  be found at their 
w ebs ite  at http://
u o g 2 . u o g . e d u / r f k /  
p ia la.htm l. »

E stablished in 1991, the 
Pac ific  Islands A sso c ia ­
tion of Libraries and A r­

ch ives (P IA L A ) is a regional 
association com m itted to fos­
tering awareness and encour­
aging co-operation and 
resource sharing am ong li­
braries, a rch ives and m use­
ums and related institutions of 
the Pac ific  Islands. N e tw o rk ­
ing and resource sharing 
projects are difficult in the re­
gion. A  vast and diverse area, 
M ic ro n es ia  encom passes an 
expanse of w ater alm ost as 
big as the contiguous Un ited  
States but w ith  a total land mass less 
than that of Rhode Island. The total 
popu lation  for the region is less than 
300 000 w ith half living on the island of 
G u am . Years of unre liab le  pow er and 
telephone services have m ade com m u­
nication among the islands d ifficu lt and 
costly.

To assure the chance for some regu­
lar interaction among members and re­
g ional librarians and archivists, P IA LA  
holds an annual con ference each  year 
rotating the location am ong the various 
island groups so that as m any local li­
brarians as possib le can attend. For 
m any, attendance at P IA LA  is the on ly  
con ference experience they have. P re ­
conference training sessions bring in the 
on ly  library training for the region out­
side of G u am . From 1-7 N ovem ber, 
Pohnpei p layed host for P IA LA  97. O f ­
ferings included a pre-conference w o rk ­
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