
Copyright 
is my life...
Paul Whitney, president of the Canadian Library Association

W hen I am  asked h o w  things are 
going as C anad ian  Library Asso­
ciation  president, m y response is 

s im p ly  to state, 'cop yrigh t has becom e m y 
life '. A dm itted ly, this situation had begun to 
manifest itself prior to my assum ing exalted 
office, but the pres idency has rem oved any 
uncerta inties w h ich  m ay have lingered.

The b lam e for this sorry state o f affairs 
rests w ith  the C anad ian  G overnm en t w h ich , 
despite the best lobbying efforts of the library 
and education  sectors, passed a m ajor rev i­
sion to the C o p y r ig h t  A c t  in the Sp ring  of 
1997. Am ong other things this legislation:

• established library reprography exceptions 
and protections w h ich  promote the signing 
of a licen ce  agreem ent w ith  a co llec tive ;

• requ ires lib raries and bookstores to pur­
chase  foreign  books from C an ad ian  d is ­
tributors rather than from the coun try  of 
orig in ; and

F o llo w in g  the one-year battle o ve r the 
legislation, consu ltations have continued  on 
drafting  a range of regulations w h ic h  w ill 
d e lineate  how  the n ew  law  w ill be applied .

The greatest irony beh ind  the A sso c ia ­
tion 's lobbying  on copyrigh t is that the g o v ­
ernm en t has estab lished  an agenda w h ich  
focuses on the issues re levant to the 1980s. 
So  w e  debate photocopying  practice  w h ile  
con ten t is m igrating to the d ig ital en v iro n ­
ment and w e  debate traditional and territo ­
rial book d istribution methods w h ile  global 
on-line bookstores are on the ascent. C o p y ­
right issues approp ria te  to the present and 
near future are starting to em erge for debate, 
in large part prompted by international initia­
tives through the W o r ld  Intellectual Property 
O rg an isation . It is c le a r that the stakes are 
getting higher for all consum ers of inform a­
tion and there is no doubt that copyright w ill 
rem ain a high priority  for the C anad ian  L i­
brary A ssociation  in the com ing  years.

• m ay p la ce  burdensom e record-keep ing 
requ irem ents on libraries m aking photo ­
cop ies for users or other libraries.
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C L A  is...
• a national library association, founded in 1946 and currently 

representing some 3000 institutional and personal members;

• 700 institutional members, prim arily libraries and com m er­
c ia l m em bers —  those com panies w ho  supply goods and 
services to the library and inform ation com m unity;

• 2300 personal m em bers including the staff and boards of 
public, college and university, special and school libraries, as 
w ell as em ployees of com m ercia l members;

• a leader among lib rary organisations in Canada, serving as 
m onitor and advocate on the key political and econom ic is­
sues that affect libraries and library staff. C LA  advises and 
represents its members on issues such as copyright, taxation 
on books, inform ation po licy and censorship;

• a sponsor of L ib ra ry  A dvocacy  N o w l and the Northern Ex­
posure to Leadership Institute.

L ib ra ry  assoc ia tions in C anad a  are a c ­
tive ly  reassessing their role, operations and 
co-operative endeavours. The late 90s have 
proven to be d ifficu lt for m any of our m em ­
bers:

• teacher-librarians are being phased out in 
m any jurisd ictions and the school lib rary 
has been sign ifican tly  w eakened ;

• independen t c it izen  lib rary  boards as a 
g overnance  m odel for pub lic  libraries are 
being dism antled in several provinces; and

• m any libraries are dealing  w ith  shrinking 
budgets, reduced funding from senior lev ­
els of governm ent, forced am algam ations, 
the underm ining of free public library serv­
ice.

In this environm en t it is essential that li­
brary associations are both efficien t in their 
opera tions and e ffec tive  in the ir lobby ing  
activ ities on behalf of m em bers for the gen ­
eral good of libraries. The C anad ian  Library 
Assoc ia tion  is curren tly  engaged in a p lan ­
ning process to ensure its con tinu ing  v ia b il­
ity and re le van ce . Th is in itia tive  w ill be a 
m ajor focus of the Assoc ia tion 's  C oun c il in 
the next six months.

A m id  the u p heava ls  and uncerta in ties  
there co n tin u e  to be m any en co u rag in g  
signs. The soc ie ta l im p o rtance  of lib raries 
has never been greater. It is our responsib il­
ity to ensure that this is recognised and that 
lib raries are ab le  to fu lfil their potential in 
these interesting times. ■
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