
View
from the
head o f the table
The challenges of building on success

L ast June I assum ed the pres idency 
of an Assoc ia tion  that I care  ve ry  
m uch about, as dem onstrated  by 

m y active invo lvem ent w ith  the Specia l 
L ib raries A sso c ia tio n  for m ore than 
tw enty-five years. I can  see all o f our 
past successes, and the cha llende of my 
presidential year is to build  on these to 
ach ieve  n ew  standards of ex ce llence .

The biggest ch a lle n g e  w ill be to 
structure program s and a c tiv it ie s  that 
d eve lop  the professional and personal 
com p eten c ies  w e  requ ire  to be su c ­
cessful leaders in the twenty-first c en ­
tury —  if you are not fam iliar w ith  our 
com petencies docum ent published last 
year visit our w eb  site at w w w .s la .o rg . 
W e  now  have a n ew  vis ion  statem ent 
for our professional deve lop m en t p ro ­
gram w h ich  inc ludes an expanded  c a ­
reer advisory com ponent. O u r  courses 
w ill con tinue to be offered in a varie ty  
of formats includ ing d istance education  
m odules, v id eo  conferences, self-study 
program s and courses offered  at our 
annual conference and w in ter meeting. 
These courses w ill incorporate the lat­
est in technology and w ill be reinforced 
by our exh ib it hall as w e  aggressive ly 
seek new  techno logy vendors.

Another cha llenge is identifying the 
brightest students entering  our lib ra ry  
sc ien ce  program s and en co u rag in g  
them  to jo in  the A sso c ia tio n . W e  are 
fortunate that w e  can  offer six sch o la r­
ships each  year. M a n y  chap ters  o ffer 
partial tuition stipends to students and 
all are encouraged  to in vo lve  students 
in chapter activ ities. O u r chapters and 
d iv is ions support students by offering 
several travel stipends to attend the As­
so c ia tio n 's  annua l co n fe ren ce  w h e re  
they m eet fe llo w  students, m em bers 
and the A ssoc ia tion  leadersh ip , and 
can  take advantage of our career a d v i­
sory services and other m entoring o p ­
portunities. W e  encourage students to 
form student groups at the d ifferent li­

brary schools and w e  recogne their best 
projects at an annual reception  for stu­
dents. These efforts are ve ry  im portant 
for the continued health of our Associa ­
tion . W e  w a n t students to se lect the 
Sp ec ia l L ib raries  A sso c ia tio n  as their 
association, and in tim e assume leader­
ship roles w ith in  the Association .

Last Ju n e  the board  o f d irectors 
adop ted  a n ew  strateg ic p lan , w h ich  
identified our initial priorities. They are 
programs that focus on developm ent of 
p ro fess ional co m p e ten c ie s , im p ro ve ­
m ent in the p erce ived  va lue  of the in ­
form ation professional to their o rgan i­
sation and a con tinuation  in our efforts 
to bu ild  a w orld-class virtua l a sso c ia ­
tion. These efforts are designed to im ­
prove m em bership services for our cu r­
rent m em bers and to en h ance  services 
w e  offer to ou r non-N orth  A m erican  
m em bers w h o  are jo in ing  the A sso c ia ­
tion in greater num bers each  year.

W e  con tinue to seek m ore co llab o ­
rative w ays  to w o rk  w ith  other associa ­
tions. Last M a rch  w e  sponsored, w ith  
the M ed ica l Library Association and the 
A m erican  A sso c ia tio n  of L aw  L ib ra r­
ians, a ve ry  successfu l v id eo  co n fe r­
ence. Plans are u nd e rw ay  to do som e­
thing sim ilar this com ing  year. W e  are 
also includ ing som e activities at our an ­
nual co n fe ren ce  w h ic h  w ill have  
greater in ternational focus. Successfu l 
activ ities w ill then becom e regular fea­
tures of con ferences inc lud ing  our O c ­
tober 2000 co n fe ren ce  in B righton, 
England.

O u r  p ro fess iona l w o r ld  is ch a n g ­
ing rap id ly , the need  for q u a lity  in fo r­
m ation p roviders is increasing  and it is 
m y re sp o n s ib ility  as p res iden t o f the 
Sp ec ia l L ib raries A sso c ia tio n  this year 
to see that the A sso c ia t io n  p ro v id es  
p rogram s d es ig n ed  to p rep a re  m em ­
bers for the k n o w le d g e  age.
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