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T he L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  is the U n ited  
K in g d o m 's  p ro fess ional body for l i ­
b rary and inform ation staff w ith  some 

26 000 m em bers d raw n  from all sectors of 
em p lo ym en t —  h igher and further e d u c a ­
tion , schoo ls , business and industry, the 
health service, the vo luntary sector and pub­
lic  lib raries. The L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  w as 
founded  in 1877 and rece ived  its Roya l 
Charter from Q u een  V ic to ria  in 1898.

The Association is the qualifying body for 
professional lib rarians, aw ard ing  som e 300 
A ssoc ia tesh ips and Fe llo w sh ip s  each  year. 
The C od e  of Professional C ond u ct requires 
qualified mem bers to m aintain  their con tinu ­
ing professional deve lopm ent. The A sso c ia ­
tion runs tra in ing  courses th roughout the 
country and every  other year 2000 mem bers 
com e together at the U m b r e lL A  C o n fe re n c e  
w h ic h  offers a program  of 350 con tin u in g  
professional d eve lopm en t events and an o p ­
po rtun ity  to netw ork . The L ib rary  A sso c ia ­
t ion 's  tw en ty- th ree  specia l interest groups 
and fourteen regional branches also have an 
im portant con tinu ing  professional d e ve lo p ­
ment role.

The LA  M iss ion  Statem ent com m its the 
A ssoc ia tion  to en ab le  m em bers to a ch ie ve  
the highest professional standards, and best 
p ractice  is at the heart of m uch of the w ork  
of staff and the advisory com m ittees of cou n ­
c il. Standards and gu ide lines are deve loped  
on a range of pro fess ional matters and  for 
d ifferen t types of lib raries. Staff a lso  w o rk  
w ith  governm ent and other agencies, such as 
the Schoo ls Inspectorate to define standards. 
Po licy  statements are published on a variety  
of issues such as copyrigh t, access to infor­
mation and equal opportunities.

M em bers contact the Association  for ad ­
v ice  on em p loym ent, salaries, redundancy, 
vo lunteering  and so on, and on professional 
issues such as censorsh ip  or services to d is­
advantaged  groups. A  new  inform ation c e n ­
tre w ill shortly be established at the A ssoc ia ­
t ion 's  headquarters  and the A sso c ia tio n 's  
w ebsite  is fast becom ing  the centre o f infor­
mation services to m embers.

Perhaps the most im portant of all the A s­
so c ia tio n 's  a c tiv it ie s  is its a d v o ca c y  w ork . 
Re la tions w ith  the curren t Labour G o v e rn ­
m ent are co rd ia l and the A sso c ia tio n  has 
regular con tact w ith  appropria te  m inisters. 
Recent governm ent in itia tives ind ica te  that 
there is real understanding of the role w h ich  
libraries can  p lay  in a ch iev in g  the G o v e rn ­
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ment's ob jectives on education and ICT. This 
re la tive ly  high pro file  w as not eas ily  com e 
by. It is the result of a d ecade of tireless lob ­
bying  using ev e ry  oppo rtu n ity  to put the 
m essage across to key in fluencers and the 
m edia. N o w  the m ed ia  recognise the A sso­
c iation  as the prim ary point o f contact for li­
brary or inform ation issues. C am paigns such 
as National Libraries W e e k  help to reposition 
libraries at the centre of the inform ation so­
c ie ty  and to ce leb ra te  the ach ievem ents  of 
our m em bers.

The L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  is o p tim istic  
about the future of libraries and librarians in 
the U n ited  K ingdom . There are a num ber of 
opportun ities w h ich  our m em bers are w e ll 
positioned to take up and w e  are con fident 
that our profession can enter the next m illen ­
nium  in a position of some strength. There is 
a good deal o f w o rk  to be done but the fu ­
ture is looking m ore positive for libraries in 
the U n ited  K ingdom  than it has for m any 
years. m
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M em bership O ve r 25 000 members, 17 000 of w h ich  are char­
tered librarians

M is s io n
The Lib rary Association affirm s that libraries are fundam ental 
to a thriving dem ocracy, culture, civ ilisation  and econom y.

The Lib rary Association is therefore com m itted to enabling its 
m em bers to ach ieve  and m ainta in  the highest professional 
standards, and encouraging and supporting them in the de liv ­
ery and prom otion of high quality library and inform ation serv­
ices responsive to the needs of users.

W h o  is The Library Association?
For over 100 years The Library Association has been promoting 
and defending libraries, for those w orking  in them and for the 
people w ho  use them. By  representing everyone w ho works in 
the library and inform ation sector, The Library Association acts 
as a focus for discussion, and helps the profession speak effec­
tive ly  w ith  one vo ice.
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