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Examining new technologies, 
legislation, standards and budgets
I  FLA  w as  estab lished  as an um b re lla  o r ­

ganisation for library associations around 
the w o rld  in 1927. In 1976 institu tions 

w e re  e lig ib le  for m em bersh ip , but IF LA 's  
general products and services rem ained pri­
m arily  orien ted  tow ards its A sso c ia tio n  
m em bers, w h o  are the m ajo r co n d u it  for 
standards and p o lic ies  d eve lop ed  by IFLA . 
C urren tly , an ove rw h e lm ing  m ajo rity  o f all 
national library associations take pride in be­
longing to IFLA.

To keep IFLA 's association  m em bers in ­
form ed on progress in matters o f in te rna ­
tional interest, press releases are sent on a 
regu lar basis. In add ition , the ex ecu tive  
board holds regular meetings w ith  presidents 
and ch ie f execu tive  officers o f lib rary asso­
c iations to exchange v iew s  on a m any top ­
ics.

The IF L A  C o u n c i l  R e p o r t  1 9 9 5 - 1 9 9 7 ,  is­
sued just before the 63rd IFLA  C o un c il and 
G enera l Conference in C openhagen, 31 Au- 
gust-5 Septem ber 1997, highlights IFLA 's  ef­
forts in five  key areas: access to inform ation; 
the electron ic  environm ent; preservation and 
con se rva tio n ; services and standards; and 
professional developm ent. In ail of these ar­
eas, IFLA 's association m embers have p layed 
a m ajor role in develop ing  po licy  and ensur­
ing progress. IFLA  in turn provides a fram e­
w ork  to address political, social, professional 
and te ch n o lo g ica l issues w h ic h  are of re l­
e van ce  to library associations w o rld w id e .

For exam ple, C ouncil 1997 established a 
perm anen t ex ecu tive  board  com m ittee  on 
Freedom  of Access to Inform ation and Free­
dom  of Expression (FA IFE ). IF LA 's  m em ber 
associations w o rld w id e  are now  nom inating 
can d id a tes  to serve on this com m ittee . An 
Austra lian  co lleague, A lex  Byrne, has been 
nom inated  as the chair. O n e  of the com m it­
tee's charges w ill be to address specific in c i­
dents of censorship w h ich  inh ib it lib rary as­
sociations from fu lfilling  their responsib ility  
to p ro v id e  inform ation , and, together w ith  
the international lib rary com m un ity , to seek 
a so lution.

A  second  com m ittee  estab lished  by 
C o u n c il in C openhagen  w as the C om m ittee  
on C o p yrig h t and o ther Legal M atters. 
Through this com m ittee , IF LA  w ill w o rk  to 
defend access to digital inform ation as other 
international organisations seek to regulate 
this environm ent. In 1996 IFLA  issued its P o ­
s i t io n  p a p e r  o n  c o p y r ig h t  in  th e  e le c t r o n ic  
e n v ir o n m e n t ,  w h ich  encouraged  the use of 
e lectron ic  information in libraries and called
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for no legal restrictions h indering  lib raries 
and their patrons from using digital data. In 
D ecem b er 1996 IFLA  sent three representa­
tives to the W o r ld  Intellectural Property O r ­
ganisation (W IP O )  con ference  in G en e v a  to 
lobby on behalf of libraries and lib rary asso­
ciations, and it w ill continue to m ake serious 
investments in tim e and m oney to send IFLA  
specia lists to W IP O ,  the In ternational O r ­
ganisation for Standard isation  (ISO ), U n ited  
Nations Educationa l, Sc ien tific  and Cu ltural 
O rg an isa tion  (U N E S C O ),  the W o r ld  Bank , 
the Asia  Foundation , and the C o un c il of Eu ­
rope, and m an y o ther bodies to m ake the 
vo ice  of iib rariansh ip  heard.

M a n y  IF LA  ac tiv it ie s  of p a rticu la r re l­
e v a n ce  to assoc ia tions are carried  out by 
sections and round tables. For exam p le, the 
Section  on Preservation  and C onservation , 
together w ith  the C anad ian  Lib rary A sso c ia ­
tion and the C an ad ian  U N E S C O  C o m m is ­
sion, have w orked  on a resolution to be pre­
sented to the U N E S C O  G enera l C on fe rence  
in N ovem b er 1 997 ca lling  for a w id er use of 
perm anent paper. IF LA 's  m em ber a sso c ia ­
tions w e re  ca lled  upon to lobby  the ir n a ­
tiona l U N E S C O  com m issions to support 
C anad a 's  efforts in this area.

The program  of the Section on Education  
and Train ing stresses education  for librarian- 
ship. Th is translates into activ ities  that u p ­
date professional skills, and encourages c o ­
operation  w ith  o ther assoc ia tions and 
inter-governmental agencies. The section has 
also prepared the W o r ld  g u id e  to  l ib r a r y ,  a r ­
c h iv e  a n d  in fo r m a t io n  s c ie n c e  e d u c a t io n .  
Although an excellent reference tool, the u l­
tim ate goal o f the W o r ld  g u id e  is to deve lop  
a schem e for reciprocal recognition of d ip lo ­
mas in lib rary sc ience to enab le  profession­
als to m ove  m ore e a s ily  across n ationa l 
boundaries.

Toge ther w ith  U N E S C O , IF LA  has c re ­
ated G u id e l in e s  fo r  l ib r a r y  tw in n in g ,  and in 
con jun ctio n  w ith  these G u id e l in e s  a 'tw in ­
ning d a tab ase ' has been d eve lop ed  at the 
U A P  C o re  Program  O ffice . A ssoc ia tions or 
institutions w ish ing  to establish a tw in n in g  
relationsh ip , inc lud ing  staff exchanges, can  
utilise the resources of the U A P  O ffice .

IF L A N E T , IFLA 's  W W W  server, has a n ­
swered hundreds of thousands of requests for 
docum ents. IFLA  con ference papers are also 
posted to IF L A N E T  to a llo w  access for those 
w h o  w e re  not able to attend the con feren ce  
so they m ay benefit professionally.

A  num ber of Listservs and the informa- 
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tive  IFLA  w eb  site (w w w .if la .o rg ) p rovide a 
means for librarians and others to com m un i­
cate  e ffic ien tly  and  e ffe c tiv e ly . The server 
m akes it possib le  for m em bersh ip , officers 
and staff to respond m ore q u ick ly  to issues 
needing m em ber input and to d eve lop  p o li­
c ies  and o ther positions by consensus 
qu ick ly .

W ith in  IF LA  there is a Round T ab le  for 
the M an ag em en t of L ib rary  A ssoc ia tions, 
w h ic h  w o rks c lo se ly  w ith  the C o re  P ro ­
grams, Sections and Round Tables. Som e of 
the projects undertaken by the Round Tab le 
inc lude:

• the o rgan isation  of sem inars and w o rk ­
shops based on the G u id e l in e s  fo r  th e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l a s s o c ia t io n s  
in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  a rc h iv e s , l ib ra r ie s  a n d  in fo r ­
m a t io n .  A lso  a p roduct of the Round T a ­
ble, the G u id e l in e s  have  been translated 
into n ine languages and used w o rld w id e .

• supporting the creation  of new  and dem o ­
c ra tica lly  estab lished lib rary associations

in Eastern and C en tra l Eu rope and the 
countries of the form er Soviet U n ion .

• the c rea tion  of a database and 
c le a r in g h o u se  on lib ra ry  assoc ia tions 
w o r ld w id e . The data  co lle c ted  w ill be 
used to update the W o r ld  g u id e  to  l ib r a r y ,  
a r c h iv e  a n d  in fo r m a t io n  s c ie n c e  a s s o c ia ­
t io n s , last published in 1990.

* the organ isation  of m eetings w ith in  IFLA  
conferences exam in ing  such top ics as the 
cha llenge of ba lancing  financia l resources 
w ith  m em bersh ip  dem ands for n ew  and 
im proved services; suggestions for sources 
of revenue; how  lib rary  associations react 
to n ew  techno log ies in libraries; and how  
to d eve lop  lib rary associations.

As I w ro te in the introduction to the IF L A  
C o u n c i l  R e p o r t  1 9 9 5 - 1 9 9 7  IFLA  w ill a lw ays 
be v ig ilan t in exam in ing  the im pact of new  
techno log ies , leg is la tion , standards and 
budgets on the profession as a w ho le . In that 
sense, IFLA  cou ld  eas ily  be dep icted  as the 
international lib rary association . m
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Special fo r ALIA members...

Purchase the 
newly-released 
Directory o f  
libraries and 
archives in the 
Pacific Islands, 
and receive Asian 
resources: a 
directory o f  
databases on Asia 
accessible in 
Australia for only $5!

The fine print...
Use the order form on 
the back of the inCite 
cover sheet.
This special offer is open 
to ALIA members only; 
normal member price is 
$12 for each directory; 
non-member price is $15 
for each directory
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