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Today e library  
eerviceo include 
reference and  
inform ation  
jerviceo, 
circulation, 
newspaper 
clip purge and  
electronic m edia 
m onitoring

(n o w  the jub ilee Room ) in 1906. In the years 
fo llo w in g  the Seco n d  W o r ld  W a r  m any 
chan g es w e re  instigated w h ic h  g rad u a lly  
transform ed the lib rary into the m odern and 
responsive inform ation and research serv ice  
w h ich  it is today.

Legal deposit (C o p y r ig h t ) status cam e in 
1952, the D ew ey  D ecim al C lassification was 
in trod uced  in the late 1950s, and the nu ­
c leus  of a m odern specialist re fe rence and 
in fo rm ation  se rv ice  dates from  the ea rly  
I 960s. A dvances  in photocopying  te ch n o l­
ogy lead to the rep lacem ent o f the ea r lie r  
new spaper index by new spaper clipp ings in 
1975, com p lem ented  by the introduction  of 
radio and television monitoring by the end of 
the decade . Last year marked the tw entieth  
ann iversary of the library's detailed  in-house 
H a n s a rd  index, w h ich  was set up in 1976 to 
meet the heavy dem and for inform ation from 
H a n s a rd  and w h ich , now  in e lectron ic  form, 
con tinues to be a vital reference tool. 1980

T od ay 's  lib rary services in­
c lu d e  re fe rence and in fo rm a ­
tion serv ices, c ircu la t io n , 
new spaper clipp ings and e le c ­
tron ic  m ed ia  m on ito ring , as 
w e ll as the system atic c o l le c ­
tion of press releases; the m an­
agem ent of a rich c o lle c tio n  
w h ic h  has a strong em phasis 
on o ffic ia l p u b lica tio n s , and 
w h ic h  adds to its h is to rica l 
depths in fo rm ation  resources 
in m odern  form ats; and , as 
noted ab ove , the c a p a c ity  to 
p roduce authoritative research 
p u b lica tio n s  and briefings to 
assist M em bers in their legisla­
tive  and o ther parliam en ta ry  
respons ib ilities . R e cen tly  the 
Parliam ent's  Presid ing O fficers 
signed a contract w ith  S IR S I for 
the ir U N IC O R N  lib ra ry  m an ­
agem ent system, w h ich  is now  

being installed.

The lib rary 's  prim ary c lien te le  are M e m ­
bers o f Parliam ent, and their staff, together 
w ith  the staff of the Parliam ent. The library 
a lso  p rov ides assistance to The G o ve rn o r. 
O the r, secon d ary , c lien ts  in c lu d e  form er 
M em bers, M em bers of other parliaments, the 
press gallery, and, to an extent lim ited by c ir­
cum stances, m em bers of the public.

The library's services are characterised as 
being tim ely, personalised to meet M em bers' 
in d iv id u a l needs, o b je c t iv e , focused , and 
p o litica lly  neutral.

Library hours of opening are: Sitting Days 
—  8.30 am until 10.00 pm, or until the ris­
ing of the House, w h ich eve r is later; non-sit­
ting days —  9.00 am to 5.00 pm. Contact the 
lib rary on te lephone (02) 9230 2383, or by 
e-mail on lib re q @ p h .n s w .g o v .a u . The li­
b rary 's  hom e page can  be found at http:// 
w w w .parliam en t.nsw .gov.au/g i/ lib ra ry . ■

T he L ib rary  dates from  1840, and  be­
cam e a Jo in t Pa rliam entary  L ib rary  af­
ter the in troduction  o f respons ib le  

governm ent in 1856. The library grew  stead­
ily during the nineteenth cen tu ry  and o cc u ­
p ied  its first purpose-built a cco m m od atio n

saw  the re-location of the entire lib rary  op ­
erations to ou r cu rren t a cco m m o d a tio n  in 
the Pa rliam entary  Annexe.

The most significant recent developm ent 
for the lib rary has been the creation  in 1993 

of a separate Research Serv ice , 
w h ic h  prepares au th o rita tive  
B ills  digests, b riefing  papers 
and background  papers to 
meet the needs of M em bers.
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