
L IS  education for working 
in the third millenium — 
m eeting the challenges
ALIA Board of Education forum

O n 7 -8  O c to b e r 1997 educators, p rac titione rs  
and peak bodies gathered in Canberra for the 
ALIA  Board o f Education Forum . The a im : to 

s tim u la te  discussion as a starting po in t fo r iden tify ing  
and canvassing outcom es w h ich  w il l  shape education 
to  meet today's —  and tom orrow 's  —  challenges.

Forum pa rtic ipan ts  inc luded  representatives from  
schools o f lib rary and in form ation studies at universities 
and TAFE; A LIA  section and branch representatives; 
ALIA  Board o f Education members; and representatives 
from  other peak bodies, such as the Records M anage
ment Association o f Australia, the Austra lian C om puter 
Society and the Austra lian Society o f A rch iv ists.

Opening address
D r Brian Cook, pro v ice-chance llo r, G riffith  University, 
raised im portant issues in his opening address as he ex
am ined the role o f the library w orker in the changing in 
fo rm a tion  env ironm en t. Looking  at three m ain areas: 
the social and econom ic  env ironm ent, the managerial 
e n v iro n m e n t, and the in fo rm a tio n  e n v iro n m e n t, D r 
C ook outlined 28 know ledge and skills requirements for 
the future. He iden tified  fle x ib ility , team w ork, negotia
tion , p rob lem  so lv ing  and strategic th in k in g  as the key 
sk ill requirem ents.

W h at was discussed?
Discussion focused on four m ajor themes:

1 .Current and forecasted changes in w o rk  practices in 
the lib ra ry  in fo rm ation  sector and related areas;

2 .D evelopm ents and in itia tives in education  and tra in 
ing in the lib ra ry  in fo rm ation  sector and related 
areas in Austra lia  and overseas;

3 .Governm ent education, tra in ing, em ploym ent and in 
fo rm a tion  p o lic y  d irec tions  and lib ra ry  in fo rm a tion  
sector educa tion ; and

4 .The link ing  o f know ledge and skills to changing w ork 
practices.

F o llow ing  group discussion and reporting  on each 
them e, Helen Tait, AFIA im m edia te  past president and 
fo rum  m odera tor, linked  the reports together and d i
rected w ho le -g roup  discussion.

A report on the Forum w il l  be d is tribu ted  to all par
tic ip a n ts , pub lished  in ELISA, and ava ila b le  th rough  
ALIAnet.

A t its m eeting im m edia te ly  fo llo w in g  the Forum the 
Board form ulated a plan for strategic focus based on the 
ideas and key points arising from the Forum discussion. 
The focus areas iden tified  are:

• core know ledge fo r the lib ra ry  and in fo rm a tion  sec
tor;

• currency o f know ledge;

• a lign ing  the learning con tinuum  to w orkp lace needs;

• co llabo ra tion  and co-opera tion  between educators; 
and between educators and practitioners; and

• research d irections and opportun ities .

A num ber o f m em bership issues w ill be referred to 
the leadership com m ittee  fo r the ALIA/ACLIS merger.

A ctions and partners fo r progressing each o f these 
focus areas have been identified and w ill be developed 
fu rth e r at the next Board m eeting , before m o v in g  to 
w id e r consu lta tion .

The ALIA Board o f Education is p lann ing  to  ho ld  a 
fo llo w  up to the Forum in A de la ide  on Sunday 25 O c 
tober 1 998, p rio r to the ALIA B iennial Conference. ■
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