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W ith great regret I must report the death of JD (Jim) 
Pearson on Friday, 1 August 1997, at the age of 
85. Professor Pearson was one of the most emi­

nent, and pioneering, librarians and bibliographers in the 
field of M iddle Eastern, Islamic, and Oriental studies.

Born in December 1911, Professor Pearson was edu­
cated in hum ble circumstances in Cambridge. First em­
ployed in C am bridge U n ive rs ity  L ibrary at the age of 
sixteen as a book-fetcher, he developed a taste for, and 
skill in, 'exo tic ' languages, and was awarded a scholar­
ship at St John's College, graduating in Hebrew in 1936. 
He was then em ployed in the O rien ta l Section o f the 
lib rary un til 1941, when he was enlisted fo r w ar serv­
ice un til 1945. He w orked again in Cam bridge U n iver­
sity L ibrary as an assistant unde r-lib ra rian  from  1945 
until I 9.50.

In 1 950 he was appointed lib rarian  o f the School of 
O rien ta l and A frican  Studies lib ra ry  in London, and 
from then until 1972 oversaw the drastic expansion and 
developm ent o f the lib ra ry  in w hat were p robab ly the 
most im portan t years o f its history.

As w e ll as lib ra riansh ip , Professor Pearson also de­
voted h im se lf to b ib liog raphy, being responsible for a 
num ber o f fundam enta l reference too ls  and surveys, 
most notably Index Islamicus, w h ich  began pub lica tion  
in 1958, O rie n ta l m anuscrip ts in Europe and N orth  
A m erica  (1971), the W o rld  b ib lio g ra p h ie s  o f  A frican  
and Asian b ib lio g ra p h ie s  (1975), the Supp lem ent to 
CresweU's B ib lio g ra p h y  o f  the a rch itec tu re , arts and  
crafts o f  Islam for 1972-80  (1 984) and the series o f com ­
prehensive surveys o f British archives re la ting to Asia, 
Africa and the M idd le  East (1965-94). He was still w o rk­
ing on a fu rther vo lum e (on the M id d le  East) in this se­
ries at the tim e o f his death.

Apart from his ow n w ork as lib rarian  and b ib lio g ra ­
pher, he was active in encouraging and insp iring  c o l­
leagues elsewhere in B ritain and overseas. In 1967 he 
established the M id d le  East L ibraries C om m ittee  
(MELCOM) —  now  MELCOM (UK) —  w h ich  brought 
together most British lib rarians in this fie ld , and gave 
birth to a long series of m ajor and m inor b ib liographies 
and research tools, in several of w h ich  Pearson him self 
active ly  partic ipated. He was close ly invo lved also in 
the beginnings of a European dim ension to this ac tiv ity  
in 1979, resu lting  even tua lly  in the fo rm a tion  o f 
MELCOM Internationa l. An enthusiastic and assiduous 
traveller, he visited many colleagues, O rien ta lis ts  and 
scholars th roughout the w orld .

He w ill be greatly missed and mourned, not only by his 
British colleagues, but also by a wide international circle of 
friends, companions and collaborators, and by all those who 
have benefited from his bibliographical legacy. a
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