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A u stra lia  is a  b o  
rep re je t i ted  an  lot igs t  
the JFLA m ach inery  
w ith Aleev B yrne  
being elected a s C h air  
o f  the U n iversity  
L ibraries an d  other 
G eneral Research  
L ibraries Section  —  

one spoke in a ve/y  
large I  F L A  wheel ...

Home is the 
place you go to 
rediscover yourself

■ a c k n o w le d g e  S m ith  C o lle g e  P re s id e n t 

R u th  S im m o n s  fo r  h e r v e rs io n  o f  th e  

a b o v e  p h ra s e . In h e r a r t ic le ,  'C o m in g  

H o m e ',  in  th e  F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 7  issue o f  USAir 
m a g a z in e , she p o n d e re d  h e r life  as a m e m ­

b e r o f  a c lo s e -k n it  fa m ily  a n d  he r m e m o rie s  
as a c h i ld  in T exas, w h e re  she had  re c e n tly  

re tu rn e d . W h a t w a s  I d o in g  re a d in g  a c o p y  

o f  USAir m a g a z in e ?  W e ll  I w a s  fa r  a w a y  
f ro m  h o m e  in  F e b ru a ry  th is  y e a r as I t r a v ­

e lle d  to  N o rth  A m e r ic a  and  F rance  w h ils t  on  

a b u s m a n 's  h o l id a y  w ith  m y  w o r k in g  h u s ­

b a n d .

It w as  a jo u rn e y  o f  p a rtia l re d is c o v e ry  fo r  

b o th  o f  us. W e  had  sp e n t th e  f irs t tw o  o f  o u r  

m a r r ie d  ye a rs  in  W in n ip e g ,  C a n a d a  a n d  

B in g h a m to n  in  u p s ta te  N e w  Y o rk  a n d  w e  

w e re  re tra c in g  th o se  roo ts , as w e li as v is it in g  
a n u m b e r  o f  o th e r  p la ce s  a lo n g  th e  w a y .

I to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e e t w ith  a fe w  
C a n a d ia n  c o lle a g u e s : B ria n  C a m p b e ll a t the  

V a n c o u v e r  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  —  h is  in te re s t w as  

in  in fo rm a t io n  p o l ic y ;  th e  th e n  in c o m in g  

p re s id e n t o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia ­

t io n , Paul W h itn e y  a t B u rn a b y  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  

o n  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  V a n c o u v e r  a n d  K a re n  

A d a m s  a n d  s ta ff o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  L ib ra ry  A s ­

s o c ia t io n ,  w h i ls t  in  O t ta w a .  As w e l l ,  I m e t 

c o lle a g u e s , o n e  o f  w h o m  is a b o u t to  v is it  us 

h e re  a t C u r t in ,  a t th e  l ib r a r y  s c h o o l a t th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  B r it is h  C o lu m b ia .  F irm  p ro fe s ­
s io n a l f r ie n d s h ip s  b e g in  th is  w a y  a n d  are  

a u g m e n te d  d u r in g  th e  ra re  o p p o r tu n it ie s  

m a n y  o f  us g e t to  tra v e l.

I h ave  ju s t re tu rn e d  fro m  IFLA  in  C o p e n ­

h a g e n . A t th e  o u ts e t I m u s t th a n k  y o u  a ll fo r  

th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  a tte n d  th is  c o n fe re n c e  on  

y o u r  b e h a lf. I fo u n d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  b e in g  

a m o n g s t n e a r ly  3 0 0 0  in te rn a t io n a l p ro fe s ­

s io n a l c o lle a g u e s , a n u m b e r  o f  w h o m  had  

b e e n  s p o n s o re d  b y  th e  D a n is h  o rg a n is a tio n  
D A N ID A ,  m o s t in v ig o ra t in g  a n d  in te l le c tu ­

a l ly  s t im u la t in g . F rom  th e  A s s o c ia tio n 's  p o in t  

o f  v ie w ,  o u r  e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c to r  V ir g in ia  

W a ls h  p la y e d  an  in te re s t in g  ro le  as c h ie f  

te l le r  fo r  a ll o f  th e  e le c t io n s  h e ld  d u r in g  th e  

c o n fe re n c e , th e  m a in  o n e  b e in g  th e  e le c t io n  

o f  th e  n e w  IF LA  P re s id e n t, C h r is t in e

D e s c h a m p s , re p la c in g  th e  p o p u la r  B o b  

W e d g e w o r th  w h o  s te p p e d  d o w n  a fte r  fo u r  

yea rs  a t th e  IF LA  h e lm .

A u s tra lia  is a lso  re p re se n te d  a m o n g s t th e  

IFLA  m a c h in e ry  w i th  A le x  B y rn e  b e in g  

e le c te d  as c h a ir  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra r ie s  
and  o th e r  G e n e ra l Research L ib ra rie s  S e c tio n  

—  o n e  s p o k e  in  a v e ry  la rg e  IF LA  w h e e l.  I 

m e t m a n y  o f  o u r  a s s o c ia tio n  c o lle a g u e s  a n d  

m a n y  o th e r  c o lle a g u e s  I 'd  n e v e r h e a rd  o f  t i l l  

th is  c o n fe re n c e .

I h e a rd  pa p ers  o n  in fo rm a t io n  p o l ic y  d e ­
v e lo p m e n ts  in  th e  E u ro p e a n  LJn ion  a n d  o n  

p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s  th e  w o r ld  o v e r, I h e a rd  th e  

S o u th  A f r ic a n  W o m a n  o f  th e  Y e a r, Ester 

S ib a n y o n i g iv e  a v e ry  s im p le  b u t in s p ir in g  

address to  th e  a sse m b le d  m u lt i tu d e s  o n  w h y  
it  w a s  she h a d  re a c h e d  th e se  d iz z y  h e ig h ts  

and  th e  h u m b le  w a y s  in  w h ic h  th is  had  h a p ­

p e n e d , a n d  I m e t h e r b o ss , w h o  w a s  as 

p le a se d  as p u n c h  th a t she h a d  b e e n  so re c ­

o g n is e d  a n d  th a t she  had  p u b l ic ly  re c a lle d  
h is  e ffo r ts  a n d  th o s e  o f  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  in  

P re to ria  in  h e r a c h ie v e m e n t.

I f  y o u  th o u g h t  A L IA  w a s  c o m p lic a te d ,  

th e n  tr y  a n d  fa th o m  IFLA . A c tu a l ly ,  h a v in g  

m a d e  th e  e f fo r t  to  d o  ju s t th is  I ca n  see b e n ­

e fits  in  th e  w a y  it  o p e ra te s  a n d  w a s  p a r t ic u ­
la r ly  a p p re c ia t iv e  o f  th e  w a y  th e  to p ic s  fo r  

th e  c o n fe re n c e  p a p e rs  w e re  w o v e n  in to  th e  

b u s iness  o f  th is  la rge  A s s o c ia t io n . A t te n d in g  
an in te rn a t io n a l c o n fe re n c e  l ik e  IFLA  w a s  a 

m os t re w a rd in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  I w o u ld  re c ­

o m m e n d  th a t i f  y o u  e v e r h a ve  th e  c h a n c e  to  

d o  th is ,  th e n  ta k e  it !  IF LA  1 9 9 8  w i l l  be  in  
A m s te rd a m  a n d  IF LA  1 9 9 9  in  B a n g k o k  —  

a lm o s t n e x t d o o r  to  us.

T h e re  a re  t im e s  w h e n  I b e m o a n  th e  

m a n y  c o n fe re n c e s  w e  as a p ro fe s s io n  h o ld , 

and  th e re  a re  a lso  t im e s  w h e n  I a m  g la d  th a t 

w e  s tre tch  o u r  w in g s  and  a re  a t r u ly  in te rn a ­
t io n a l c o m m u n ity .  O u r  c o n fe re n c e  th e m e s  

a re  s im ila r  so th a t w e  c a n  fe e l re a s o n a b ly  
c o m fo r ta b le  n o  m a tte r  w h ic h  c o u n tr y  w e  

v is it .  O u r  p ro fe s s io n  p ro v id e s  us w i th  a 

h o m e ly  and  rea ssu rin g  base, eve n  th o u g h  w e  

m ay  be in  a s trange  la n d . For so la ce  w e  m a y
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Taking a break 
from the IFLA 
conference were 
Kerry Smith,
ALIA president; 
Christina Tovote 
(Sweden); Alex 
Byrne, chair o f 
the IFLA 
University 
Libraries and 
General Research 
Libraries Section; 
John Willemse 
(South Africa) 
and Sue 
McKnight

seek the familiar stacks of a local public or 
state library — though I have to confess that 
it was awe I experienced when I walked into 
the Vancouver Public Library.

It could be that like Ruth Simmons, we 
go home to rediscover ourselves. Yet there

are many opportunities for rediscovery if we 
make the effort to take advantage of them.

The rewards can be limitless and an inter­
national profession like ours paves the way for 
us to commence such journeys in the relative 
comfort of professional familiarity. ■

SOME LANDMARKS ARE WORTH A CALL SOME AREN'T.

■ ' r

OUR STAND IS  ALWAYS A 
LANDMARK CALL!

PHONE: 03 9257 7600 FAX: 03 9257 7689 
E-MAIL: GL08AL@GEAC.C0M.AU

35 MILES STREET, SOUTHBANK, 3006

VISIT US FOR AUTHORITATIVE 
INFORMATION

PERTH
"SPECIALS" OCTOBER 12-16, STAND 3 8  

WANGANUI
"NIUA" OCTOBER 15-18, STANDS 18 §  19 

BRISBANE
"PUBRAISS '97" NOVEMBER 9-12
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