
Green, yellow, red...
F o llo w in g  th e  Indonesian  e lection  trail on the W eb
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In d o n e s ia 's  g e n e ra l e le c t io n s  o n  2 9  M a y  

w e re  p re c e d e d  b y  a m o n th  o f  w e l l  re g u ­

la te d  c a m p a ig n in g  b y  th e  th re e  p o l i t ic a l  

p a r t ie s  a l lo w e d  to  c o n te s t th e  b a l lo t .  T h e  

p a rtie s  w e re  p e rm itte d  to  h o ld  c a m p a ig n  ra l­

lies o n  c o n s e c u tiv e  days, a n d  ea ch  p a rty  w as 

re c o g n is a b le  b y  th e  use  o f  d is t in c t iv e  c o l ­

o u rs : y e l lo w  fo r  G o lk a r ,  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  

b a c k e d  p a rty ; g reen  fo r  th e  U n ite d  D e v e lo p ­

m e n t P a rty  (PPP), a M u s l im  o r ie n te d  g ro u p ; 

and  red  fo r  th e  In d o n e s ia n  D e m o c ra t ic  Party  

(P D I), an  a l l ia n c e  o f  s e v e ra l C h r is t ia n  a n d  

n a t io n a lis t  p a rtie s . For a m o n th  th e  stree ts o f  

Ja ka rta  w e re  fe s to o n e d  w i th  th is  th re e fo ld  

c o lo u r  s c h e m e . Even th e  m o s t d is in te re s te d  
p o l i t ic a l  o b s e rv e r  c o u ld  n o t ig n o re  th e  fe r ­

v o u r  a n d  c o lo u r  o f  M a y  1 9 9 7 .

A c q u ir in g  m a te r ia l a b o u t th e  e le c t io n s  

fo r  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia  a n d  its 

p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  In d o n e s ia n  A c q u is it io n s  

P ro g ra m  in c lu d e d  c o n ta c t in g  th e  p a rtie s  and  

th e  G e n e ra l E le c t io n s  In s t itu te ,  p u rc h a s in g  
s h o rt- ru n  b o o k le ts  f ro m  n e w s p a p e r se lle rs  at 

t ra f f ic  lig h ts , a n d  's u r f in g  th e  n e t '.  It is an  in ­

d ic a t io n  o f  In d o n e s ia 's  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  th e  

f iv e  ye a rs  s in c e  th e  la s t e le c t io n s  th a t a ll 
th re e  p a rt ie s  sa w  th e  v a lu e  in  p ro m o t in g  

th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  p la tfo rm s  o n  th e  w o r ld w id e  

w e b  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e .  T h e  la u n c h  o f  th e ir  

h o m e p a g e s  c o - in c id e d  w ith  n e w s  o f th e  a t­

te m p ts  o f  P o rtu gu e se  h a cke rs  to  in f i l t r a te  th e  

h o m e p a g e  s ite  o f  th e  In d o n e s ia n  A rm e d  

F o rce s  (A B R I), a ll o f  w h ic h  se rv e d  to  

h e ig h te n  lo c a l in te re s t in  th e  n e w  c a m p a ig n  

(k a m p a y n e ) m e d iu m .

T h e  th re e  s ites  a re  h t tp : / /  

w w w .g o lk a r .o r . id /  (G o lk a r ) ;  In d o n e s ia n

D e m o c ra t ic  P a rty , h t tp : / /w w w .b a n te n g .o rg ; 

a n d  th e  U n ite d  D e v e lo p m e n t  P a rty  h t tp : / /  

w w w . p p p . o r . id . A lth o u g h  th e  h o m e p a g e  

c o n n e c t io n s  a re  at t im e s  p a tc h y  a n d  s lo w , 

th e ir  c o n s tru c t io n  is q u ite  s o p h is tic a te d , and  

th e ir  c o n te n ts  a re  in fo rm a t iv e  and  re g u la r ly  

u p d a te d . T h e  U n ite d  D e v e lo p m e n t  P a rty  

[ h t t p : / /w w w .p p p .o r . id ] has th e  best m a in ­

ta in e d  s ite , w i th  th e  o c c a s io n a l fo ra y  in to  

c r i t ic is in g  g o v e rn m e n t p o l ic y .  T h e  in te ra c ­

t iv e  h o m e p a g e s  in c lu d e  s ta te m e n ts  fro m  

p a rty  leaders, e le c t io n  new s, e d ito r ia ls , c a m ­

p a ig n  s c h e d u le s , p a rty  d o c tr in e s , a n d  in fo r ­

m a tio n  a b o u t th e  e le c to ra l sys tem .

As a n e w  s o u rc e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  o n  th e  

In d o n e s ia n  e le c to ra l p ro ce sse s  th e  

h o m e p a g e s  c o n s t itu te  a c o m fo r ta b le  o p t io n  

fo r  a f f lu e n t  In d o n e s ia n s  a n d  th e  o u ts id e  

w o r ld .  It is e s t im a te d  th e re  a re  4 0  0 0 0  
in te rn e t  users in  In d o n e s ia ,  tw o - th ir d s  o f  

w h o m  liv e  in  Jakarta . B u t it is th e  s k ilfu l use 

o f  te le v is io n  w h ic h  re m a in s  th e  m o s t e ffe c ­
t iv e  and  p e rv a s iv e  m e d iu m , w ith  th e  g o v e rn ­

m e n t ru n  T V R I n e tw o rk  re a c h in g  m o re  th a n  

s ix ty - f iv e  p e r c e n t o f  In d o n e s ia 's  2 0 0  m il l io n  

p e o p le .

T h e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia  m a in ­

ta in s  its A s ia n  h o m e p a g e  a t h t tp : / /  
w w w .n la .g o v .a u /V a s ia n /  and  lin k s  to  the  In ­

d o n e s ia n  g o v e rn m e n t and  p o lit ic s  h o m e p a g e  
a t h t tp : / /w w w .n la .g o v .a u /V a s ia n / in d o /  

in d o g o v .h tm l# p o l

O l iv e r  M a n n  is th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  

A u s tra lia 's  R e g io n a l O f f ic e r  fo r  A s ia , based 

in  the  A u s tra lia n  Em bassy, Jakarta. H e  can  be 

c o n ta c te d  a t o m a n n @ in fo .n e t. id  ■
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Swanston and Little Lonsdale Streets. 
7pm for 7.30pm, $15. Contact: Margaret 
Zarifeh, ph 03 9527 5853, fx 03 9898 
9872, graeme=Oke@vut.edu.au. RSVP by 
10/10.
22/10 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Basic es­
sential skills for library and information 
staff. Monash Uni Conference Centre, 30 
Collins Street, Melbourne. 9.15-5pm. 
Cost $170. Contact: Elizabeth Yates, ph 
03 9813 1925, fax 03 9882 4274, 
libflis@vicnet.net.au.
• 24/10 Vic Health Libraries section
Vicgratis/Country librarian's day. Venue 
to be confirmed. Suggestions for speaker 
and/or demonstrations are encouraged 
(to any committee member). Publicity of­
ficer: Helen Cotsell, ph 03 9344 2398, fx 
03 9347 8591, cotsellh@cryptic.
rch.unimelb.edu.au.
31/10 Cultural Organisations and 
M ultim edia conference. Held in con­
junction with the Asia Pacific Interact 
Multimedia Festival 1997. State Library of 
Victoria Theatrette. For further informa­
tion please contact: Janice Van de Velde, 
conference administrator, State Library of 
Victoria, ph 03 9669 9869,
jvanveld@slv.vic.gov.au, http://www. 
slv.vic.gov.au/slv/events/commcon97.
• 15-16/11 Vic CYSS section. Bridging 
the gap — a literary weekend. Confirmed 
speakers: Maureen McCarthy, Margaret 
Clark, Michael Pryor, Louise LeNay. Old 
Castlemain Gaol, Bowden Street, Castle- 
main. $205 ALIA members, $230 non­
members (accommodation and meals). 
Contact: Terry May, ph 03 9743 1168.
• 5/12 Joint Vic Branch and ACLIS 
Christmas party. Parliament House, $15. 
Bookings to: Janette Gribble, ph 03 9669 
9722, alia@slv.vic.alia.au. Transport sub­
sidies available for Regional groups to at­
tend. Contact: Trevor Wakely, ph 03 
9669 4301, fx 03 9669 4611, 
t wakely@bom.gov.au.
• 12/12 Vic Health Libraries section 
AGM and Christmas party. Venue still to 
be confirmed, but put the date in your di­
ary now!

WA
• 5/9 WA Special Libraries section
Breakfast at King's Park. Speaker: Alan 
Brian, Visitor Services and Cultural Stud­
ies. Fraser's Restaurant, Kings Park, $15 
(full breakfast or vegetarian). Contact: 
Ling Heang, ph 041 894 1861. RSVP by 
29/8 with choice and cheque payable to 
ALIA Special Libraries section, P0 Box 
7582, Cloisters Square 6850.
• 9 /9 -18 /11  W A Library Technician 
section meeting dates (9/9; 22/10; 18/ 
11). For further details contact: Jodie Ste­
vens, ph 08 9222 9265, fx 08 9222 9290, 
jstevens@mpc.wa.gov.au
• 11/9-11/12 ALIA National Special Li­
braries section com m ittee meetings 
Alexander Library Building, Ground Floor, 
Room G2. Time: 5pm. (11/9; 9/10; 13/11, 
11/12). Contact: Joyce Steveni, ph 08 
9459 0602.
• 17/9 WA Branch and CPD com m it­
tee. Information packaging panel discus­
sion. Representatives from: Aust Bureau 
of Stats, Search Research, Kondinin 
Group, Aust Nutrition Foundation, on 
how they package information to suit cli-
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