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VIC
• 1 /9 -8 /12  Vic Special Libraries sec­
tion committee meetings. Venue to be 
advised, 5.30pm. (1/9; 13/10; 10/11; 8/ 
12). For further information contact: 
Anne Sedgley, ph 03 9655 9770, fx 03 
9655 9720.
• 2 /9 Geelong Regional group Tour of 
the CSIRO — Aust Animal Health Labora­
tory and Library. CSIRO — AAHL Gee­
long, Portarlington Highway (Melways 
Ref page 228J3). 6pm. Contact: Peter 
Macauley, ph 03 5227 8246, fx 03 5227 
8000, peterm@deakin.edu.au.
8/9 ACLIS Victoria Winning package 
workshop by Meg Paul of FLIS. Venue: 
State Library of Victoria, Seminar Room, 
La Trobe Street. 9.30-5pm, $200 ACLIS 
members, $250 ALIA members, $300 
non-members. Contact: Florence Olsen, 
ph 03 9669 9961, fx 03 9669 9607, 
florence@newvenus.slv.vic.gov.au.
8 -1 2 /9  Insearch/Knight-Ridder In for­
mation Seminars. DIALOG Web Work­
shops (8/9 pm), Introductory DIALOG (9/ 
9), Beyond the Basics (11/9), DataStar 
Web Workshop (12/9 am). Melbourne 
contact: 02 9212 2867, krinfo.aus@uts. 
edu.au.
• 10 /9-10/12  Vic Branch Council meet­
ings dates. State Library of Victoria, 4th 
floor seminar room, La Trobe Wing, (en­
trance from La Trobe Street) (10/9, 8/10; 
12/11; 10/12). Contact: Janette Gribble, 
ph 03 9669 9722, alia@slv.vic.alia.au.
• 11/9 Vic Branch. Mentoring social 
evening. Swinburne Uni of Technology, 
Hawthorn Campus, Library, Level 5, Staff- 
room. 6-7.30pm. Contact: Eva Fisch, Ref­
erence Librarian, La Trobe Uni, Borchardt 
Library, Bundoora 3083, ph 03 9479 
2926, e.fisch@latrobe.edu.au.
18/9 FLIS Training Pty Ltd. USMARC 
Monash Uni Conference Centre, 30 Col­
lins Street, Melbourne. 9-12pm. Cost 
$70. Contact: Elizabeth Yates, ph 03 
9813 1925, fax 03 9882 4274, 
libflis@vicnet.net.au.
• 23/9 Vic Cataloguers section. News 
and views hot from the 12th National 
Cataloguing conference. RMIT City Cam­
pus, Meeting Room C, Building 8, Level 3 
(next to RMIT Union Shop), Swanston 
Street. 6pm. Contact: Lyle French, ph 03 
9269 1361, fx 03 9269 1540.
24/9 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Customer 
service skills. Monash Uni Conference 
Centre, 30 Collins Street, Melbourne. 
9.15-5pm. Cost $170. Contact: Elizabeth 
Yates, ph 03 9813 1925, fax 03 9882 
4274, libflis@vicnet.net.au.
• 13/10 Home Library Services Special 
Interest group meetings 10am, Glen- 
roy Library, 737 Pascoe Vale Road, Glen- 
roy. RSVP: Sheena Daniel, ph 03 9817 
4566
14-15 /10  Insearch/Knight-Ridder In­
form ation Seminars. Introductory DIA­
LOG (14/10), Biomedical (15/10). Mel­
bourne contact: 02 9212 2867, 
krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au.
20/10 Christian Librarians' Network A
case of curiosities. Speaker: Len Woodley. 
Church of Christ, Chapel Hall, corner
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A very ‘special’ 
special librarian retires
Suzie Davies G reat Barrier Reef M arin e  Park A uthority  Library, Tow nsville

Pa t K ir k m a n ,  th e  l ib r a r ia n  a t th e  

T o w n s v il le  C ity  C o u n c il C o rp o ra te  L i­
b ra ry  r e t ire d  f r o m  h e r  e m p lo y m e n t  
re c e n t ly .

Pat w a s  a d r iv in g  fo rc e  in  s p e c ia l l ib ra r -  

ia n s h ip  in  N o r th  Q u e e n s la n d  fo r  n e a r ly  tw 'o  
d e c a d e s . Pat c a m e  to  th e  p ro fe s s io n  f ro m  a 

c a re e r  as a d ra u g h ts w o m a n . H e r  f ir s t  e m ­

p lo y m e n t  in  l ib r a r ie s  w a s  a t Ja m e s C o o k  

U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry .  H o w e v e r ,  h e r  te c h n ic a l 

b a c k g ro u n d  e n a b le d  h e r  to  m o v e  in to  s p e ­

c ia l is e d  w o r k  w h e n ,  in  1 9 8 0 , she  to o k  th e  

p o s it io n  o f  l ib ra r ia n  a t th e  T e c h n ic a l L ib ra ry  

o f  T o w n s v i l le  C ity  C o u n c i l .  T h ro u g h  P a t's  

t ire le s s  e n d e a v o u rs  th e  l ib r a r y  d e v e lo p e d  

in to  a t r u ly  c o rp o ra te  l ib r a ry  s e rv ic e  fo r  th e  

C o u n c i l ,  p ro v id in g  access  to  a ra n g e  o f  t ra ­

d i t io n a l  a n d  e le c t r o n ic  in fo r m a t io n  re ­

s o u rc e s , c o v e r in g  th e  m a n y  f ie ld s  o f  lo c a l 

g o v e rn m e n t.

Pat has s h o w n  a d m ira b le  c o m m itm e n t  
to  o u r  p ro fe s s io n  th ro u g h  h e r  a c t iv i t ie s  

w i t h in  A L IA . Pat k e e n ly  u n d e rs to o d  th e  is ­

sues o f  is o la t io n  o f te n  fe l t  b y  s p e c ia l a n d  

re g io n a l l ib ra r ia n s . She a p p lie d  h e r  p r a c t i ­
c a l s k ills  to  e s ta b lis h in g  a s p e c ia l l ib ra r ia n 's  
n e tw o rk  a im e d  a t p r o v id in g  p e e r s u p p o r t ,  

a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l a n d  s o c ia l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

w i t h in  N o r th  Q u e e n s la n d .  T h is  n e tw o rk

b e c a m e  k n o w n  as th e  'T o w n s v i l le  s p e c ia ls ' 

G ro u p .  Pat w a s  th e  d r iv in g  fo rc e  b e h in d  its 

a c t iv it ie s  o v e r  th e  n e x t f if te e n  yea rs . Pat w a s  

d e te r m in e d  th a t  th e  g ro u p 's  a c t iv i t ie s  re ­

m a in  re la x e d  and  in fo rm a l,  w h i ls t  p ro v id in g  

ro c k - s o l id  p e e r s u p p o r t .  T h e  g ro u p  w a s  a l ­

w a y s  w e lc o m in g  o f  n e w  m e m b e rs . F e e lin g s  
o f  is o la t io n  a n d  lo n e lin e s s  w e re  o f te n  o v e r ­

c o m e  b y  c o n ta c ts  m a d e  th ro u g h  th e  g ro u p .  

M a n y  N o r th  Q u e e n s la n d  l ib r a r ia n s  h a v e  

g a in e d  g re a t s u p p o r t a n d  c o m fo r t  in  d i f f ic u l t  
t im e s  th ro u g h  th a t n e tw o rk .

P at w a s  a ls o  a s tro n g  a m b a s s a d o r  fo r  

s p e c ia l l ib r a r ia n s h ip  in  r e g io n a l A u s tra l ia .  

She w a s  N o r th  Q u e e n s la n d 's  v o ic e  fo r  th e  

Q u e e n s la n d  d iv is io n  o f  th e  S p e c ia ls  s e c tio n  

o f  A L IA .  H a r d ly  an  issu e  o f  Extra Special 
w a s  p u b l is h e d  w i t h o u t  s o m e  c o n t r ib u t io n  

b y  h e r. P a t s tro v e  to  p r o v id e  f a i r  a n d  re ­
s p o n s ib le  re p re s e n ta t io n  fo r  h e r  c o l ­

le a g u e s  a n d  w a s  a b ra v e  s p o k e s w o m a n  

w h e n  sh e  s a w  in ju s t ic e .

P a t's  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  l ib r a r ia n s h ip  is a c ­

k n o w le d g e d  b y  h e r m a n y  fr ie n d s  a n d  c o l ­

le a g u e s  th r o u g h o u t  Q u e e n s la n d .  S he  has 

m u c h  to  b e  p ro u d  o f .  W e  w i l l  m is s  th a t  

c o n t r ib u t io n ,  b u t w is h  h e r e v e ry  h a p p in e s s  
in  th e  n e x t  p a r t  o f  h e r  l i fe .  S he  is t r u ly  a 

v e ry  's p e c ia l '  s p e c ia l l ib r a r ia n !  h

U N E S C O ’s  W o r ld

I n f o r m a t i o n  R e p o r t

T he W orld  In fo rm a­
tio n  R eport 1 9 9 7 / 
1998, published by 

U N E S C O , has just been  
released. This 3 9 0  page 
book is m eant to provide  
a 'com prehensive and  
topical w orldw ide picture  
of archive, library and in­
form ation  services on the  
five continents'.

In part one, lib rary  
and in form ation  services 
and archives are p re ­
sented in th irteen  chap ­
ters, each devoted to  a 
p articu lar region; aud io ­
visual archives are the  
subject o f one w o r ld ­
w ide  chapter. Part tw o  
review s the in fras truc ­

tures fo r in fo rm ation  w ork  
w ith  five chapters devoted  
to com puter developm ents, 
m u ltim ed ia  technologies, 
te leco m m un ication  tec h ­
nologies, the In te rn e t, and  
design c rite ria  fo r large li­
brary buildings.

Part th ree  offers eight 
chapters in covering a 
num ber o f issues and  
trends: the inform ation soci­
ety, in fo rm ation  highways, 
econom ic intelligence, book 
publishing, access to a rch i­
val holdings and unique li ­
brary  m ateria ls , presenta­
tion  o f arch iva l holdings  
and unique lib rary  m a te ri­
als, copyright in the e le c ­
tronic  age, international co­

operation and assistance.

O rders  fo r the  p u b li­
cation  can be m ade  
through U N E S C O  Pub­
lishing (h t tp : / /w w w . 
unesco.org/publishing) or 
through local distributors  
[Educational Supplies Pty 
Ltd, PO Box 33 , 
Brookvale 2 1 0 0 , fax: (02) 
9905 5209; H unter Publi­
cations, 58A  Gipps Street, 
C ollingw ood  3 0 6 6 , (03 ) 
9417  5361 , fax: (03) 9419  
7154; G ray In ternational 
Booksellers, 3 /1 2  Sir Tho­
mas M itch ell Road, Bondi 
Beach 2 0 2 6 , fax: (02 ) 
9 1 3 0  4 1 1 6 .] ISBN 9 2 -3 -  
1 0 3 3 4 1 -7 ; p rice  275FF  
plus 30FF surface m ail. ■
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