
A C T
• 5 /8  ACT Library Technician sec­
tio n , Geraldine Barkworth will speak 
on th e cu rren t jo b  m arket an d  h o t 
sk ills  fo r LTs'. CIT, Reid Campus, 
Building D, 5,30pm. For further in­
formation contact: Edith Hackwor­
thy, ph (06) 268 8120, e-
hackworthy@adfa.oz.au.

• 7 /8 -1 1 /1 2  ACT Special Libraries  
section. L ib rarian 's L ibations  join the 
Specials on the first payday of every 
month, come along to the Hyatt, at 
5.30pm. (7/8; 4/9; 2/10; 13/11; 11/ 
12). Contact: Libby Coates, ph (06) 
266 2346.

• 11 /8  APSIG lu n ch tim e  m ee tin g
A d rian  C unn ingham  w ill speak  on 
the A ST IN FO  m eeting  in Teheran in 
M ay  an d  A n d re w  G o slin g  on the 
A m sterdam  In te rn a tio n a l W orkshop  
on L ib ra ry C o op eratio n , in A p ril. 
NLA, 4th Floor, Conference Room, 
12 30-1 30 pm. Contact: Marie Sex­
ton, ph (06) 262 1519, msexton@ 
nla.gov.au.

• 1 3 /8 -1 7 /1 2  ACT Branch m e e t­
ing. 5.30pm, NLA, 4th Floor, Confer­
ence Room. (13/8; 17/9; 15/10; 12/ 
11; 17/12). Contact: Lisa Spillers, ph 
(06) 249 3388, lisas@library.anu.edu. 
au.

•  1 5 /8  ACT C a ta lo g u e rs  G ro up
C o n fe ren ce  p lan n in g  m eeting . All 
cataloguers welcome. 12.30- 
1.30pm, NLA, Training Room A/B. 
Contact: Cheryl Bowman, ph (06) 
252 6606, fx (06) 252 6906, 
cheryl.bowman@abs.gov.au.

• 1 9 /8  UCRLS pan e l discussion.
W h a t to  do b e fo re  the re v iew e r 
com es. Strategic planning advice 
from those with first-hand experi­
ence of library reviews. NLA 4th Floor 
Conference Room, 4.30 pm. Con­
tact: Libby Coates, ph (06) 266 2346.

•  2 5 /8  APSIG lu n ch tim e  m ee tin g
V icto r Paw ley, A sia  Lia ison  O ffice r, 
A N U , w ill talk ab o u t A sian  Stu d ies a t 
the A ustra lian  N atio n a l Uni. NLA, 4th 
Floor, Conference Room, 12 30-130 
pm Contact Marie Sexton, ph (06) 
262 1519. msexton@nla.gov.au
• 2 9 /1 0  ACT Branch. Post co n fe r­
en ce m eeting . For further informa­
tion contact: Edith Hackworthy, ph 
(06) 268 8120, e-hackworthy
@adfa.oz.au.

NSW
• 6 /8  N S W  Specia l L ib ra ries  sec­
tio n  2nd  a n n u a l S av ion  d in n e r.
Savion, 1/38 Wairoa Avenue, Bondi. 
6.30pm for 7pm, $12 ALIA mem­
bers, $13 non-members (drinks ex­
tra). Contact: liana Cohen, ph (02) 
9385 4682 (Mon-Thurs, 9-12) or (02) 
9553 9818 (a/h), icohen@unsw. 
edu.au. Cheques payable to ALIA 
Special Libraries section NSW  group.

6 -2 5 /8  In s ea rch /K n ig h t-R id d er In ­
fo rm a t io n  S em inars  Introductory 
DIALOG (6/8), Beyond the Basics (25/ 
8). Sydney contact: (02) 9212 2867, 
krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au.
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A golden day for 
Specials in Perth
Anthea Harris, Western Australian Specials Section

W es te rn  A u s tra l ia n  S p e c ia ls  v is ­
ited  a v e r y  s p e c ia l  l ib r a r y  to  
c e le b r a te  L ib r a r y  W e e k .  W e  

c h o s e  to  v is it  o n e  o f P e r th 's  m ost b e a u ­
tifu l h is to r ic a l b u ild in g s , the  Pe rth  M in t .  
T h e  P e rth  M in t  is A u s t r a l ia 's  s p e c ia l is t  
p re c io u s  m e ta ls  M in t . It o p e n e d  in 1 899  
as a b ra n ch  o f the  B ritish  R o y a l M in t  and  
m ost o f its sta ff c a m e  fro m  th e  M in ts  in 
S y d n e y ,  M e lb o u r n e  a n d  L o n d o n .

T h e  o r ig in a l  p la n s  s h o w  a m a g n if i ­
c e n t  ro o m  set a s id e  as th e  l ib r a r y .  It 
w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  b ee n  m o re  lik e  a 
re ad in g  room  as the  M in t  re c e iv e d  m a jo r 
n e w s p a p e r s  fro m  a ll o v e r  th e  w o r ld  as 
w e ll  as a b o o k  c o l le c t io n  in c lu d in g  the  
E n c y c lo p a e d ia  B r ita n n ic a .  T w o  fa m ilie s  
liv e d  in the  M in t  b u ild in g ; p e rh ap s  these  
re s o u r c e s  h e lp e d  w ith  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  
h o m e w o rk !

T h e  M in t  has o n ly  b e e n  o p e n e d  to 
the  p u b l ic  fo r a fe w  yea rs , an d  fo r m a n y  
v is ito rs  it w a s  th e  firs t  t im e  th e y  h ad  
b re a c h e d  th e  a rm e d  g u a rd s  a n d  th e  
w ro u g h t  iron  gates. T h e  s e re n ity  o f the  
g ard en s, w ith  th e ir  m a n ic u re d  la w n s  and  
p e rfu m e d  o ld  roses w h ic h  lie  in s id e  the  
gates, c a m e  as a c o m p le te  su rp rise .

T h e  e x h ib it io n  a re a  starts in a c o u r t ­
y a rd  w ith  a re co n s tru c t io n  o f a p ro s p e c ­
to r 's  s ite  —  lu c k y  p ro sp ec to rs  if the  n u g ­
get in the  s h o v e l is re a l!  T h e n  the  v is it  
c o n t in u e s  th ro u g h  th e  v a u lts  to  see  the  
e x h ib its  o f g o ld  n u g g e ts  a n d  M in t  h is ­
to ry . O n e  e x h ib it  c h a lle n g e s  yo u  to lift a 
rea l g o ld  b a r —  it's  h e a v y !

T h e  h ig h l ig h t  is a g o ld  p o u r . T h e  
d em o n s tra to r pours six k ilo g ram s o f m o l­
ten  g o ld  at 1300 d e g ree s  C e ls iu s  in to  a 
m o u ld  w h e r e  it g lo w s  red  an d  g o ld  
w h i le  it sets and  is p lu n g ed  in to  w a te r  to 
c o o l.  T h e  a tm o sp h e re  is re d o le n t  o f V i c ­
to r ia n  in d u s try , a s s a il in g  a ll th e  senses  
w ith  the  heat, d im  ligh t, n o ise  and  sm e ll.

A n th e a  H a r r is ,  a lo n g - tim e  m e m b e r  
o f W e s te rn  A u s tra l ia n  S p e c ia ls  s e c t io n s  
d e s c r ib e d  h o w  she h ad  re d is c o v e re d  l i ­
b ra ry  b o o k s  p a ck e d  in b o xes w h e n  she 
b eg an  w o rk in g  as re co rd s  c o n s u lta n t  at 
the  P e rth  M in t  last N o v e m b e r .  T h e  c o l ­
le c t io n  is n o w  h o u s e d  in o n e  o f th e  
b e a u t ifu l  g la s s- fro n te d  b o o k c a s e s  th a t  
h a v e  re m a in e d  in th e  M in t .  T h e  o r ig in a l 
c a ta lo g u e  has su rv ive d  in an a lp h a  index  
b o o k  w ith  e n tr ie s  b y  t it le  a n d  a u th o r . 
T h e  b o o k s  w e r e  g iv e n  a s e q u e n t ia l  
n u m b e r  o n  a c c e s s io n  an d  th is  n u m b e r

w a s  w r it te n  on  a la rg e  c ir c u la r  s p in e  la ­
b e l. T h e  sp in e  lab e ls  a re  still in ta c t a fte r 
n e a r ly  100  yea rs . H o w  m a n y  lib ra r ia n s  
w o u ld  lik e  th e  se c re t  o f tha t g lu e ?

O ld  c o in  b o o k s  fo rm  the  c o re  o f the  
M in t 's  re s u r re c te d  l ib r a r y .  T h e  o ld e s t  
w a s  p u b lis h e d  in F ra n c e  in 1 6 8 9 . C a ta ­
lo g u in g  th e se  is a c h a l le n g e  as m o st o f 
th em  re co rd  p u b lis h in g  d a tes  in R o m a n  
n u m era ls  and  use 'f ' in p la c e  o f 's ' in the 
text.

T h e  l ib ra r ia n s  w h o  lo o k e d  a fte r the  
c o l le c t io n  in th e  past w e r e  c le rk s  w h o  
w e re  e m p lo y e d  by  the  M in t  after p ass ing  
a d e m a n d in g  set o f e x a m in a t io n s . T h es e  
w e re  o p en  to 'a ll yo u n g  m en , su b je c ts  of 
H e r  M a je s ty , w h o s e  ag e  is no t less than  
s ix te e n  a n d  n o t m o re  th a n  t w e n t y '.  In 
190 0 , th e  En g lish  L a n g u a g e  and  L ite ra ­
tu re  p a p e r  h ad  as its first q u e s t io n :

'7 . W r i t e  a n  e s s a y  o n  o n e  o f  th e  f o l l o w ­
in g  t h e m e s :

(a )  T h e  f a ls e h o o d  o f  e x t r e m e s .

(b )  C iv i l i s a t i o n  d o e s  g o  f o r w a r d  s o m e ­
t im e s  o n  t h e  p o w d e r - c a r t . '

T h e  fo llo w in g  n in e  q u e s t io n s  d o  not 
lo o k  m u c h  e a s ie r  a n d  o n ly  tw o  h o u rs  
w a s  a l lo w e d  fo r th e  w h o le  e x a m ! T h e  
co n se n su s  w a s  that m ost o f the lib ra r ia n s  
p re s e n t w o u ld  h a v e  fa i le d  the  e x a m . 
E le a v e n  h e lp  th e  p o o r  s ix te en - yea r- o ld  
c le rk s !

So m e  o f the  c le rk s  c lim b e d  the lad d er 
o f the B ritish  C iv il  S e r v ic e  and  those  w h o  
reach ed  the top b eca m e  D ep u ty  M aste r of 
o n e  of the  b ra n ch es  of the  R o ya l M in t  in 
the B ritish  Em p ire . M a n y  of the staff o b v i ­
o u s ly  e n jo ye d  stu dy in g  and  som e o f th e ir 
p e rso n a l books, p h o to g rap h  a lb u m s  and  
n o teb o o ks  are  in the  lib ra ry .

T h e  v is it  f in ish ed  w ith  m o rn in g  tea  in 
a d e lig h t fu l su n lit  c o u r ty a rd  and  an  in ­
fo rm a l ad d ress  by  lo c a l m e d ia  p e rs o n a l­
ity  T ed  B u ll .  A ll  p re sen t v o te d  it a m ost 
s u c ce s s fu l L ib ra ry  W e e k  fu n c t io n , w ith  
se ve ra l v o w in g  to m ak e  retu rn  v is its  w ith  
fr ien d s  and  fa m ily ,  if o n ly  to  a d m ire  the  
w o n d e r fu lly  re sto red  b u ild in g .

If yo u  a re  p la n n in g  a v is it  to Perth  for 
th e  1 9 9 7  S p e c ia l ,  L a w  a n d  H e a lth  L i ­
b ra r ia n s  c o n fe r e n c e  in O c to b e r ,  try  to 
m a k e  t im e  to v is it  the  M in t  and  see  the  
g o ld  p o u r. It is b a re ly  f iv e  m in u te s  w a lk  
fro m  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  v e n u e , the  D u x to n  
H o te l.  ■
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