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W ith an O lym p ia n  and a 
superhero  ove rsee in g  the 
activ it ie s , the Q u een s lan d  

launch  of Austra lian  L ib rary W e e k  on 
the Sunsh ine Coast w as a guaranteed  
success. A fter m ore than a w eek  of 
rain, even the w eather co-operated and 
the launch w as held in the sunshine on 
Tuesday 6 M a y  at the Sunsh ine P laza 
R ive rw a lk  stage in M aro o ch yd o re . Lo ­
cal C h an n e l 7 sports reporter, Justin 
V e ive rs  w as the master of cerem on ies 
and did an excellent job  of praising the 
d iversity of services p rovided by lib rar­
ies. O lym p ic  G o ld  m edallist and suc­
cessful Ironm an  com petito r, C lin t 
Rob inson , d e live red  the keyno te  a d ­
dress to a c row d  of approx im ately one- 
hundred  peop le . C lin t cap tu red  the 
attention of young and old a like  as he 
spoke of the benefit that he has gained 
from libraries. Even w ith  a busy training 
schedule, C lin t m anages to use his li­
brary not on ly  for recreational reading 
but also for research. C lin t told the au ­
d ien ce  of his research into the life and 
m ysterious death of one of A ustra lia 's  
greatest athletes, Phar Lap.

At this point, ail attention w as d i­
rected skywards as Sp iderm an abseiled 
from the ad jacen t c lo ck  tow er w ith  a 
laptop com puter donated by com puter 
com p an ies , Future and Tosh iba , to 
launch  the Sunsh ine Coast A ustra lian  
L ib rary W e e k  W e b  site. Fo llo w in g  the 
presentation of the Q ueensland  Library 
Prom otion  C o un c il grants and aw ards, 
C lin t and Sp iderm an  served cake . In ­
vited  guests, shoppers, and the m edia 
w e re  then en terta ined  by a loca l bar- 
Laershop chorus, as they strolled am ong 
ten different lib rary d isplays, inc lud ing  
free Internet dem onstrations p rovided  
by A ccess O n e .

The Sunsh ine  C oast bu ilt on the 
national them e to reflecte the region 's 
relaxed lifestyle, 'L ibraries a w eb  of in­
form ation  for liv ing  and le isure.' This 
w as a true com m unity effort that recog­
nised and prom oted the d ivers ity  of li­
braries on the Sunsh ine Coast. Rep re ­
sentatives from p u b lic , schoo l, and 
a ca d em ic  lib raries all partic ipated  in 
the p lann ing  and launch ing  of A ustra l­
ian Lib rary W e ek .

A ll partic ipating libraries offered a 
range of specia l even ts du ring  the 
w eek . Som e of the highlights inc luded : 
a literary lunch w ith  V enero  A rm anno,

one of Australia 's hottest n ew  writers; a 
free parent sem inar w ith  p rofessional 
sto ryte ller John  Sh ie ld s; the launch  of 
the S u n N e t v irtua l W e b  site; 
CoastLines, an art exhibition at the Sun ­
shine Coast U n ivers ity  L ib rary  G a lle ry ; 
and the publication of a regional iibrary 
d irec to ry . Loca l com p u te r co m p an y , 
Future and com puter supplier, Toshiba 
dem onstrated their support for libraries 
by g en e rous ly  d onating  a T osh iba  
laptop com puter as part of the Austra l­
ian L ib rary W e e k  festivities. The co m ­
puter w as on d isp lay  th roughout the 
launch day at the Sunshine Plaza. M ore 
than 5000 people entered the free draw  
for the lap top  sim p ly  by v is iting  their 
favourite  lib rary and com p le ting  a b a l­
lot. The d raw  for the com p u te r took 
p lace  at the final event of the w eek , a 
lite ra ry  even in g  held at the Sunsh ine  
C oast U n iv e rs ity  L ib rary  G a lle r y , on 
Friday 9 M ay . B risbane authors, Mary- 
Rose M a cC o ll and Robbin  Lappan en ­
tertained m ore than seventy peop le  at 
the ga la  event. M s M a c C o ll 's  first 
novel, N o  s a fe  p la c e ,  w as runner-up in 
the 1995 A ustra lian/Vogel L iterary  
A w a rd . She spoke w ith  great hum our 
on the 'W r ite r  and the lib rary ' and read 
significant passages from her first novel. 
M s Lappan  gave the a u d ie n ce  a p re ­

set th em  e a t cake ! S p ide rm an w ith  
iro n m a n  C lin t R ob inson a t th e  o f f ic ia l 

A u s tra lia n  L ib rary  W eek launch  on  
th e  Sunsh ine Coast

v ie w  of her first book, A lo n g  c a m e  th e  
sky , due to be launched at the Brisbane 
W r ite r 's  Festiva l in Sep tem ber. W ith  
good authors, a w in e  and cheese  re­
ception, an art exhibition, the d raw  and 
presentation of a laptop com puter (won 
by a thirteen-year-old boy w ho  entered 
at his loca l high school lib ra ry  in 
G ym p ie ), all held in the award w inn ing  
n ew  lib rary , this even t w as a true 
c row d  p leaser and a fitting end to the 
w eek  long celebration  of Australian  L i­
brary W e ek .

Local m edia coverage of Australian 
Library W e e k  w as positive. There w ere  
at least n ineteen  print artic les  on the 
w eek 's  events includ ing tw o  m ajor fea­
tures —  a full-page feature on the day 
of the launch  and a three-page feature 
in the Sunday edition of the local new s­
paper. In addition , local te levis ion  sta­
tion, C h an n e l 7, covered  the launch  
and three radio interviews aired during 
the w eek  of the launch . FHosting the 
launch, w as a great co-operative effort 
am ong loca l lib raries and gave all l i ­
braries on the Sunsh ine Coast the o p ­
portunity for further promotion. ■
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