
One week in May
Australian Library Week 1997

A ustralian  L ib rary  W e e k  1997 
w as ve ry  successfu l w ith  a 
range of activ ities taking p lace 

around  A ustra lia . The con tinuation  of 
the co n su lta tiv e  com m ittee  structure 
in troduced  in 1996 to im prove  the 
leve l of co m m u n ica t io n  betw een  
b ranches and A L IA  nationa l o ffice  
again provided  the opportun ity for in
vo lvem en t by a ll b ranches and sup 
ported the exchange of ideas.

An im portant in itia tive w as the de
ve lo p m en t of a tw o-m inute v id eo  of 
background footage of libraries and li
brary users for d issem ination  to te le v i
sion stations in Australia . Feedback to 
A L IA  national o ffice indicates that this 
venture has been successful w ith  sev
eral television  stations seeking to retain 
the tape as file-tape on libraries. W e b  
pages on A L IA n e t w ith  links to other 
A ustra lian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  pages w e re  
created . W h ile  som e branches ava iled  
them se lves of the o p po rtun ity  to use 
the w eb , this year has been a founda 
tion on w h ich  the consultative com m it

tee can  build  to increase the am ount of 
p u b lic ity  generated  for A ustra lian  L i
brary W e e k  via  the W e b  in 1 998.

Sponsorsh ip  w as ob ta ined  for the 
1997 posters from  E B S C O  and 
B la ck w e lls . Sa les of m erchan d ise  in 
creased for all items in 1 997 com pared 
w ith  sales in 1996. This, together w ith  
sponsorship, ensured that Australian Li
brary W e e k  was a profitable venture for 
the A ssociation  in 1997. Responses to 
a faxback  su rvey  c ircu la ted  w ith  the 
June issue of in C i te  genera lly  ind icate 
that m erchand ise produced for Austral
ian L ib rary  W e e k  1997 w as of a high 
standard and approp ria te  to lib raries ' 
needs.

As in 1996 an outside m edia an a ly 
sis of Australian Library W e e k  w as con 
ducted by M ed ia  M on itors. The period 
surveyed in 1997 w as 2-1 8 M ay , a pe
riod of seven teen  days. The M ed ia  
M o n ito r 's  report dem onstrates that in 
that period  a total of ap p rox im ate ly  
$73 000 w orth  of pu b lic ity  in advertis
ing do lla r terms w as rece ived  free. This

com pares ve ry  fa vo u rab ly  w ith  the 
1996 p u b lic ity  a ch ieved  w hen  over a 
52-day period from 30 April to 20 June, 
the total free p u b lic ity  in advertis ing  
d o lla r  term s w as ap p rox im ate ly  
$75 000.

In 1997 p u b lic ity  ach ieved  tended 
to be through reporting of events after 
they had occurred . A ll states and terri
tories a ch ieved  p u b lic ity  p lacem en t, 
although there w as very little in Tasm a
nia. N e w  South W a le s  w as successful 
in ach iev in g  thirty-nine per cent of the 
total p u b lic ity  accru ed  in 1997 w h ile  
V icto ria  and Q ueensland  also ach ieved  
w e ll w ith  tw en ty- tw o  per cen t and 
n ineteen per cen t respective ly. The re
gional press around Australia w ere  par
ticu la rly  keen to support lib rary w eek , 
w ith  m any of the sm aller regional d a i
lies running stories through the w eek .

Dates for A ustra lian  L ib rary  W e e k  
1998 have been set as 3-9 M a y  1998. 
The them e w ill be L ib ra r ie s :  p a th w a y s  
to  k n o w le d g e , reflecting the them e of 
the 1 998 b ienn ia l con ference . h
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Nominations are called for Australian Capital Territory, New South 
Wales, South Australia and West Australian General Councillors. 
Nominees must be financial members of the Association at the time of 
nomination, however they need not be professional members.

ALIA General Council consists of the president, the vice-president, the 
chair of the ALIA Board of Education, the immediate past president of 
the Association and one member elected by each branch. In 1998 the 
president will be John Shipp and Kerry Smith will be immediate past 
president.

The executive committee consists of the president, the vice-president, 
the immediate past president, two members of ALIA General Council, 
and the chair of the ALIA Board of Education.

Terms of office for the Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, 
Northern Territory, South Australia and West Australian General 
Councillors end on 31 December 1997. New General Councillors are to 
be elected by the members of the Association to hold office from 
1 January 1998 to 31 December 1999.

Nominations must be in writing, be signed by 2 financial members of the 
Association and include the consent in writing of the nominee. 

Nominations close at 5pm on 1 September 1997 and should be sent to 
the executive director, ALIA, PO Box E44l, Kingston, ACT 2604, 
e-mail: enquiry@alia.org.au

Further details are available from the ALIA executive director, or Irorn 
http://www.alia.org.au/nominations/general.council.html

Also see the divisional nomination form, inserted in this issue of inCite.

IMMUMWIi

DocM atrix Pty Ltd

1 > Library Education Series

Workbooks
® Learn Descriptive Cataloguing $22.95 

Includes A4CR2 and MARC

® LibrarySpeak $14.95
A handbook of terms in librarianship and information management

#  Learn DDC Edition 21 $24.95

•  Learn Subject Access $24.95 
LCSH

Postage: 1 book $4.00 2 or more books $7.00

CD-ROMs
•  CatSkill $495 single copy

AACR2 and MARC, Site licences available

•  USMARC Made Easy $135 + $9.95 p&p

•  Format Integration Made Easy $99 + $9.95 p&p 
Effects of format integration

•  USMARC Made Easy + Format Integration 
Made Easy $210 + $9.95 p&p

All Macintosh and Windows compatible and networkable. Send for a free 
demo disc.

15% discount on publications for ALIA members — quote your 
membership number when ordering. Prepayment preferred or library 
order number/credit card accepted.

DocMatrix Pty Ltd •  PO Box 170 ® Campbell ACT 2612 
ph/fax (06) 247 7446 # Email mortimer@spirit.com.au
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