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W h ile I sit and ponder ed u ca ­
tion in the fie ld  of in fo rm a­
tion and library studies I ask 

m yself about theory and practice. H o w  
do I feel abou t the g raduate  d ip lo m a  
that enab les m e to be em p lo yed  as a 
professional lib rarian?

Fortunate for hav ing  had not o n ly  
the benefit of one year (1996) at Curtin 
U n ive rs ity  of T e ch n o lo g y  com p le tin g  
the G rad ua te  D ip lo m a  in In form ation  
and Library Studies, but also a previous 
year at Edith C o w a n  U n iv e rs ity  c o m ­
p leting half o f the lib rary  tech n ic ian 's  
course. Less fortunate that the graduate 
d ip lo m a  w as  so intense w ith  the 
p racticum  rep lac in g  the m id-year 
break. A  sm all, hard, b ite o f rea lity  
am idst the theory.

Has the theo re tica l kn o w led g e  
gained really  he lped? A  com m ent that 
com es to m ind is 'you  w o n 't  need that 
in the real w orld , all that theo ry !' W e ll ,  
I have  c e rta in ly  forgotten things and 
some things have not been particu larly  
useful (yet) but the theory taught has es­
tab lished  a found ation  upon w h ic h  I 
build  m y know ledge and relate m y ex ­
p eriences. T h e  theo re tica l con ten t o f 
m y education  is of the utmost va lue .

Even m ore va lu a b le  is a b lend  of 
this theory w ith  p ractica l ap p lica tion .

S h a r e  iW eclal 
p r e s e n t a t io n
T he 1996 Sharr m edal w as  p re ­

sented to Curtin graduate G ayn o r 
Deal on 20 M arch . The presenta­

tion function w as held in the A lexander 
Lib rary Bu ild ing  theatre. D r Sharr pre­
sented G a y n o r  w ith  her m edal. A L IA  
W este rn  A ustra lian  b ranch  p res ident 
M argaret S tarre  read the c ita tion  of 
G a yn o r 's  a ch ievem en ts  and G a yn o r 's  
nam e w as added  to the Sharr M ed a l 
H o n o u r Board  that w ill n o w  be d is ­
p layed  in the D epartm ent of In fo rm a­
tion Studies at Curtin  U n ivers ity .

G a y n o r w as  chosen  from  a ve ry  
strong group of nom inees. The se le c ­
tion panel for the medal com m ented on 
how  close the leading candidates were, 
all nom inations and interview s w ere  of 
a ve ry  high standard. G a y n o r  w as se-

M y  education  sought to supply me with 
an ab ility  to apply a theory to the prac­
tica l enviro n m en t. The basics are in ­
stilled  and the ab ility  to transfer and 
adap t sk ills is ev id en t. In retrospect 
though, the opportunity to app ly theory 
m ore often in a va r ie ty  o f 'rea l- life ' 
p ractica l environm ents cou ld  be ben ­
e fic ia l; guest p ractitioner speakers and 
lib rary  visits add that touch of reality. 
The benefits of networking (particu larly 
through A L IA ) and m entoring from an 
ea r ly  stage of o ne 's  ed u cation  should 
also be prom oted and encouraged .

These com m ents are based on sev­
eral part-tim e/casual positions I have  
held  during m y studies and tw o  since 
graduating. Each position has given me 
a d ifferen t persp ective  on theo ry  and 
p ra c tice  and  I expect to add m any 
m ore as I progress through m y career. 
I b e lie ve  m y curren t re flections to be 
pertinent to a rethinking of education , 
afterall, I have first-hand experience.

To a d va n ce  lib ra riansh ip  into the 
future w e  need to com b in e  theoretical 
kn o w led g e  w ith  increased  and varied  
practical app lication  during our ed u ca ­
tion. Through this com m itm ent, w e  w ill 
be w e ll qualified  to p rovide ou r co m ­
m unities w ith  the inform ation that they 
seek as our profession p lays a vita l role 
head ing into the 21 st cen tury. m

lected  as the most outstanding library 
studies graduate. Jeff Herd, w h o  studied 
at Edith C o w an  U n ivers ity , w as chosen 
as the most outstanding teacher-lib rar­
ian graduate.

G a y n o r  and Jeff, as the finalists, 
m ade presentations to B ranch  cou n cil 
at the M arch  meeting. G ayno r's  presen­
tation  con cern ed  con tin u in g  pro fes­
sional deve lop m en t for lib rarians and 
Je ff's  w as  on the In ternet and  the 
teacher-librarian. Both cand idates gave 
professional presentations and G ayn o r 
w as chosen as the w inner. C ong ratu la ­
tions to Jeff on being a finalist and con ­
gratu lations to G a vn o r D ea l for being 
aw arded  the 1996 Sharr M ed a l. ■
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