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The b iggest 
ga th erin g  o f  the 
lib ra ry  
com m u n ity  in 
the world, the 
even t woo 
spectacu lar in  its  
s ize  an d  d iversity.

San Francisco

A round 20 000 delegates descended  
on San  F ranc isco  for the A m erican  
L ib rary  Assoc ia tion  A nn u a l C o n fe r­

en ce  at the end  of )une. The biggest gather­
ing of the lib ra ry  co m m u n ity  in the w o rld , 
the even t w as sp ectacu la r in its size and d i­
versity. Thousands of exhibits, ranging from 
the latest in on-line techn o log y  to dealers in 
badges, b ro o ch es  and  books sp raw led  
through tw o  cavernous halls. Delegates had 
the ch a lle n g e  of se lecting  from  3500 p ro ­
fessional m eetings ove r five  days. A dded  at­
tra c tio n s  in c lu d ed  lib ra ry  tours and  
re cep tio n s  c e le b ra tin g  a host of a c h ie v e ­
ments.

The n eop hyte  q u ick ly  d iscovers the im ­
portance of d eve lop in g  a program  from the 
ch o ice s  a v a ila b le  to ensu re  that the m ax i­
m um  persona l and p ro fess iona l benefit is 
ex tracted . N o t su rp ris ing ly , this requ ires a 
con cen tra ted  eva lu a tio n  of the options on 
offer. T h an k fu lly  the process is stream lined  
(as m uch as is possib le) reflecting A LA 's  ex ­
perience  of hosting m any of these functions 
o ve r the years.

A t even ts such as these it is possib le to 
c o m p a re  the issues of interest to ou r c o l ­
leagues in the U n ited  States w ith  those w e  
are fa c in g  here  in A u s tra lia . The c o in c i ­
d en ce  o f these co n ce rn s  is not surprising, 
g iven  the in fluence  of n e w  te ch n o lo g y  on 
lib ra ries  th ro u g h o u t the  w o r ld . T h ere  re ­
m ain , as expected , m atters o f s ig n ifican ce  
w h ic h  re late to the m an ag em en t of trad i­
tio n a l lib ra ry  re sources  but, o v e rw h e lm ­
ing ly, the focus w as on the im pact o f n ew  
co m m u n ica t io n  and in fo rm ation  te ch n o lo ­
gies. W h a t  fo llo w s  is a pot-pourri o f infor­
m ation  abou t the A L A , its leaders and the 
San Francisco  C o n fe ren ce  w h ic h  m ay inter­
est ou r readers.

Kids can’t wait
O u tg o in g  p res ident, M a ry  S o m e rv ille , re ­
fle cted  on her a ch ie ve m e n ts  o ve r the last 
year. H e r them e, 'K id s  c a n 't  w a it ',  w as the 
v e h ic le  for p rom oting  the im pact of lib ra r­
ies on ch ild re n 's  lives. M s S o m e rv ille  w as 
also a c tive  in securing  leg is la tive  reform —  
p a rt ic u la r ly  the c h a lle n g e s  to in te lle c tu a l 
freedom  con ta in ed  in the C o m m u n ic a t io n s  
D e c e n c y  A c t .

Global reach — local touch
In co m ing  p res ident Ba rb ara  J Ford, w h ose  
term  co m m e n ced  on I Ju ly , is pursu ing  a 
broad agenda w ith  an em phasis  on access

to in fo rm ation  around  the w o rld . M s  Ford 
addressed  her them e a n um b er o f tim es 
d u rin g  the c o n fe re n ce  and  these w o rd s 
su m m arise  her fo cus 'O u rs  is a sm alle r 
w o rld . As lib rarians, w e  have  a responsib il­
ity to p ro v id e  the co lle c tio n s  and serv ices 
that w ill  h e lp  A m e r ic a n s  understand  our 
inc reas in g ly  d iverse  soc ie ty  and prosper in 
the n ew  w o rld  e co n o m y .

W e  must also unite w ith  co lleagues around 
the w o rld  in a d vo ca tin g  funding, in fo rm a­
tion  equ ity , cop yrig h t and o ther issues that 
w ill shape the global inform ation infrastruc­
ture .' M s Fo rd 's exp erience  as a m em ber of 
the P e a c e  C orps, and  her su bsequen t in ­
vo lve m e n t in the d eve lo p m en t of the V ir ­
tua l L ib ra ry  of V irg in ia  and  o ther 
techno logy-related  in itia tives have  con trib ­
uted to the g lobal focus for her presidentia l 
year.

Champion o f school libraries
The p res identia l succession  in A L A  is s im i­
lar to our o w n . The successful cand idate  for 
president-elect, w h ose  term  com m ences in 
Ju ly  1998, w a s  in tro d u ced  to de lega tes. 
A nn  Sym ons is the first schoo l lib rarian  to 
be e lected  to the A L A  p res idency in its long 
history. From  A laska, A nn  w ill be using the 
next tw e lve  m onths to define  her p res iden ­
tial goals. M s Sym ons is an enthusiastic and 
im p ress ive  lib ra rian  w h o  has a b road  a p ­
preciation  of the range of issues confronting 
the lib rary  industry.

Australian Studies 
D iscussion Group
For m an y years the w o rk  of the A ustra lian  
Studies D iscussion  G ro u p  has been fostered 
by the exp atr ia te  N e w  Z e a la n d  husband  
and w ife  team  of M u rra y  and N o e len e  M a r­
tin w h o  reside in C o n n ecticu t. O n  the o c ­
cas io n  of the G ro u p 's  m eeting  at the A L A  
co n fe ren ce  the reins w e re  handed  o ve r to 
F aye  C h ris tenberry  w h o  w o rks at the U n i­
vers ity  of Kansas Regents Center.

The interests of the group  are d iverse. It 
appears that there is a general interest in lit­
eratu re  from our part o f the w o rld  and  also 
in the progress of our libraries. A  special in ­
terest re lates to in d ig en o u s  issues w h ic h  
w as  the sub ject of this p articu la r m eeting. 
A b o rig ina l and M ao ri lib rarians (in c lud ing  
A la n a  G a rw o o d  from  the A ustra lian  Insti­
tute o f A b orig ina l and Torres Strait Is lander 
S tud ies  in C a n b e rra  and  M e lis sa  Ja ckso n  
from the State L ib rary o f N e w  South W a le s )
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gave an o v e rv ie w  o f local d eve lopm en ts in 
the p ro v is io n  o f lib ra ry  se rv ice s  to in d ig ­
enous co m m u n it ie s .

International
Indigenous Librarians’ Forum
The A L A  hosted this first forum  w ith  the aim  
of estab lish ing  an In ternational Com m ittee , 
to w o rk  on a g lobal Ind igenous Inform ation 
Po licy . To  fac ilita te  this m eeting A L A  spon ­
sored the trave l and  a cco m m o d a tio n  costs 
o f M e lis sa  and  A la n a  as w e ll as a c o n t in ­
gent from  N e w  Z e a la n d .

San Francisco Public Library
The no to rie ty  surrounding  the bu ild ing  and 
m anagem ent of the new  m ain pub lic  library 
in San F ranc isco 's  C iv ic  C en ter p rovided  an 
in c e n t iv e  for tho u san ds o f de leg a tes  to 
m ake the p ilg rim age to this m uch  touted li­
b rary o f the future. A  co u p le  of years ago I 
had visited the o ld  lib rary and inspected the 
shell o f the  n e w , a d ja ce n t b u ild in g . The 
n ew  lib ra ry  w a s  open  for business in A pril 
1996 am id  the expectations o f c ity  librarian 
Ken D o w lin  that 'the  n ew  M a in  w o u ld  be 
a te ch n o lo g ic a lly  ad vanced , state-of-the-art 
lib ra ry  w ired  for the twenty-first cen tu ry , a 
s h o w p la ce  w h e re  m iles o f she lf space  d e ­
vo ted  to c o lle c t io n s  w o u ld  m eet 
c y b e rs p a ce ' ( A m e r ic a n  L ib r a r ie s  A p ril 
1996). S in c e  then  the re  h av e  been  c r it i ­
c ism s le v e lle d  at the m an ag em en t w h ic h  
u lt im a te ly  resu lted  in the departu re  o f Ken 
D o w lin . Su b seq u en tly  it has been revea led  
that som e of this critic ism  w as  based on in ­
a ccu ra te  in fo rm ation  but there  rem ain  sig­
n ifican t ten s ion s a rou nd  issues such  as 
fund ing  for book  stock and o ve ra ll lib rary  
budget m anagem ent. O n  the d ay  I v isited  it 
ce rta in ly  w as  a hub of a c tiv ity  e s p ec ia lly  in 
the ch ild re n 's  section  w ith  kids com p etin g  
for sp ace  a round  the co m p u te r term ina ls . 
The b u ild in g  is full o f natura l light w h ic h  
radiates through a cen tral atrium  and filters 
through  to the  m u lti- tie red  w o rk  spaces. 
W o rth  a v is it if you  ven tu re  to C a lifo rn ia .

Search for new  
executive director
During  the con fe ren ce  the A L A  C o u n c il an ­
n o u n ced  that A L A  staffer M a ry  G h ik a s  
w o u ld  be acting  as e x e cu tive  d irec to r fo l­
low in g  the departure o f E lizabeth  M artin ez  
in August. An  ex ecu tive  search  process has 
been u n d e rw a y  for som e tim e but the A L A  
C o u n c il has been  u nab le  to co n c lu d e  c o n ­
tractual negotiations w ith  an y  of the c a n d i­

A t  th e  c o n fe re n c e  w ith  ( l-r) Faye C h r is te n b e rry  (cha ir,
A L A  A u s tra lia n  S tu d ie s  G ro u p ), M e lissa  Ja ckson  (SLNSW ), 
V irg in ia  W a lsh , A la n a  G a rw o o d  (IATSIS)

dates w h o  em erged  from  this process. The 
search  con tinues.

ALA membership  
and council m eetings
A L A  has 57 000 m em bers and requ ires a 
quorum  of one  percen t o f the m em bersh ip  
to fo rm a lly  c o n d u c t  its m eetings. O n  the 
tw o  o ccas io n s  schedu led  for m eetings d u r­
ing the c o n fe re n ce  the q u o rum  w a s  not 
reached , and  the A L A  pres ident appo in ted  
N o rm an  FHorrocks to ch a ir  the first session 
o f in fo rm a l d iscu ss io n . T h e  p res id en t 
cha ired  the second  session. W h ile  no busi­
ness cou ld  be transacted  at these m eetings 
the m em bers can vassed  a broad  range of 
adm in is tra tive  m atters asking about the fi­
n an c ia l position  and  the progress w ith  par­
t icu la r pro jects.

D u rin g  the  se co n d  o f the th ree  A L A  
c o u n c il m eetings held  in San  F ra n c is co  
I spoke b rie fly  to the 1 75 C o u n c illo rs  not­
ing the m any issues of com m on  interest and 
co n ve yed  greetings from  the A ustra lian  L i­
b rary and  In fo rm ation  A ssoc ia tion .

Celebrations and receptions
The A L A  aw a rd s  re cep tio n  w as  the o c c a ­
sion on w h ic h  the w in n e rs  o f key aw ard s  
w e re  a n n o u n ce d . IF L A  p res iden t R obert 
W e d g ew o rth , co lleag u e  and friend to m any 
o f us here, re ce ive d  the M e lv i l  FDewey 
A w a rd  for his d istinguished serv ice  of m ore 
than th irty  years to the profession of librar- 
iansh ip.

It w a s  a lso  M a ry  S o m e rv ille 's  fa rew e ll 
perfo rm ance as A L A  president and she c o u ­
rageously presented, karaoke-style, a rend i­
tion of M y  w a y —  w ith  lyrics she com posed 
e s p e c ia lly  for the o cca s io n . P res id en t 
S o m e rv ille  re ce ived  a stand ing  o va tio n . It 
w as a skilful and enterta in ing  conc lu s ion  to 
a year o f ve ry  hard w ork .

The in co m in g  p res id en t's  In augura l 
Banq u et fo llo w ed  the A w a rd s  presentation  
and guests w e re  bussed to C h in a to w n  for a 
m u lti-cou rse  C h in ese  b anq u et and m u lt i­
cu ltu ra l en terta inm ent. A  c o n v iv ia l and  fit­
ting fin a le  to a w o n d erfu l w eek . ■

‘the new A la in  
monte) Ire a  

tech no Logically 
advanced, d ta te-o f- 

the -a r t Library 
mired for the 
tm en ty-firot 

century, a 
dhomplace where 

rniled o f  dh elf dpace 
devoted to  

collectiorid mould 
m eet cyberopace ’
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