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• 1 2 -1 6 /1 0  7 th  Asian Pacific Spe­
cials, H ea lth  and  Law  L ibrarian 's  
conference and exh ib ition  —  Perth
On the Edge. Venue: Duxton Hotel, 
Perth. Contact: Motive Conventions, 
GPO Box Z5327, St Georges Terrace, 
Perth 6831, ph (08) 9322 2666, fax 
(08) 9322 1417, edge97@portia. 
murdoch.edu.au.

•  9 -1 2 /1 1  Public Libraries section  
and R eference and In fo rm a tio n  
Service section conference Creating 
tom orrow  today: can you imagine... 
Venue: Brisbane Convention and Exhi­
bition Centre. Contact: Kelly Flynn, 
Conference Secretariat, PO Box 1280, 
Milton 4064, ph (07) 3369 0477, fax 
(07) 3369 1512, pubr97@sunray. 
im.com.au.

• 13 -1 4 /1 1  W A  Public Libraries sec­
tion  WA Public Librarian's study tour 
—  fo llowing the PUBRAISS conference. 
Proposal —  various public libraries in 
and around Brisbane. Time/cost: TBA. 
Contact: Patricia Walker, ph (08) 9399 
0125, fax (08) 9497 7014, armlib® 
iinet.net.au or Duncan Furphy, ph (08) 
9411 3494, fax (08) 9434 2577.

•  8 -9 /1 2  ALIA In fo rm atio n  Literacy 
Taskforce N atio n a l con ference In­
formation Literacy —  the profession is­
sue. Canberra Institute of Technology. 
Conference will explore Information 
Literacy as the foundation of accredita­
tion processes, initial training and con­
tinuing education programs. Contact: 
Irene Doskatsch, ph (08) 8302 6219, 
fax (08) 8302 6699, irene.doskatsch 
©unisa.edu.au.

All in c ite  Events are limited to 40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name o f Division, title  o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if  relevant), 
venue, tim e, costs, and a contact 
name w ith phone and fax numbers.

ALIA divisions should mail or fax 
details of forthcoming events to the 
address shown below, or use our 
website electronic form on ALIAnet.
Non-ALIA entries: Send (a t a cost o f 
$40 for 40 words) with your complete 
billing details to in c ite  Events, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax (06) 282 2249. An invoice 
will be sent to the address indicated 
with your entry. For a small 
additional cost, your event may be 
listed on our World Wide Web site. 
Please call for details.

•  b u lle ts  ind icate  activ ities  
organ ised  b y  ALIA Divisions

ALIA Awards for Innovation in Victoria 1997
proudly sponsored by Freelance Library and Information

C h e e rfu l w inn e rs  o f  
th e  ALIA A w a rd s  fo r  

In n o v a tio n  in  V ic toria  
( l- r )  N o la  Sm olders, 

Jon Breukel, Lisa 
Belkin, M e g  Paul (PUS) 

a n d  R ichard  H o ltServices

winners are.

V * ' a

Information Access Group 
L i s a  B e l k i n ,  C S I R O

The Information Access Group was formed in 
1992 to help select a replacement O P A C  and 
to consider datasets other than the traditional 
catalogue data for access throughout C S IR O . 
Dr Co lin  W ard , former deputy chief, C S IR O  
Division of B iom olecular Engineering writes of 
the Information Access Group:

G iven  the demands of research and manage­
ment w e  depend upon the leadership of library 
and inform ation professionals, through groups 
such as the Inform ation Access G roup , to help 
steer information usage in accordance with the lat­
est and best methods availab le. The G roup have 
demonstrated c leve r uses of technology, ex ce l­
lence in teamwork and economies of scale through 
the achievem ent and implementation of corporate 
dataset deals.'

Port Phillip Library Service 
home page
R i c h a r d  H o l t ,  P o r t  P h i l l i p  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e

As the first public library in service in Australia 
to be subjected to com petitive tendering, Port 
Ph illip 's  image w ith in  the com m unity in the 
im m ediate post-competitive tendering phase 
was not a positive one. Com m unity fears of 
reduced service levels were allayed in part by 
the technological innovations w hich  w ere in­
troduced in the first year of the contract. The 
Port Ph illip  Library Service home page offers a 
number of features that are distinctive, namely: •

• guides and signposts —  such features as the 
on-line Internet tutorial designed by Richard, 
to alert parents about ethical issues and with 
clear search tips;

• commitment to library users;

• publicity for local events.

The page is a model of innovation and ex­
cellence, delivering the highest quality in con ­
tent design and currency of information.

Parliament of Victoria
on the Internet
I o n  B r e u k e l ,  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  L i b r a r y

The aim of the VicHansard  database is to en ­
able V ictorians, and in particular, those w ho 
are heavily-reliant on parliam entary informa­
tion, to be able to search through the entire 
full-text of the Victorian parliamentary debates 
for any words or phrases w hich any member of 
parliam ent has said either in the Legislative 
Assembly or Legislative Council from 1991 to 
the present. In designing the system Jon was 
aware of the need to be able to search across 
the major parliamentary procedures and there­
fore designed the system specifically with the 
aim of enabling users to search directly under 
ten major parliamentary activities. The format 
is as simple as possible and the powerful Titan/ 
Express software has meant that enquiries are 
executed very quickly.

Headstart program
N o l a  S m o l d e r s ,  J o h n  P a u l  C o l l e g e  i n  F r a n k s t o n

The aim of the Headstart program is to give 
selected post-Year 10 students, w ho are at risk 
of not coping with and/or com pleting the VCE 
because of a lack of research and organisa­
tional skills, a Headstart by having them under­
take an intensive three day course on Research 
and O rganisational Skills so that they w ould  
feel confident and supported to undertake re­
search in their Year 11 studies. Lor three days 
the students worked c lose ly  w ith the project 
staff, brainstorming, listening, w atching, ex­
perimenting, trying, ach ieving. In very small 
groups and with much support they searched 
the catalogue, the Internet, newspaper and pe­
riodical indexes, both print and electronic. 
They watched and searched, were helped im­
mediately they needed it, learnt to take notes, 
created bibliographies, drafted and processed 
their reports. Then fina lly  cam e the support 
staff conference with them, sharing results and 
evaluating the program. ■
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