
In fo rm a tio n  service  
in itia tiv e s at C e n tr a l T A F E
Mervyn Joseph, Central Metropolitan College of TAFE

T he Learn ing  Resource  Centres (LRCs) 
of Centra l T A FE  are located  ove r five 
cam puses around  Perth, Leed erv ille , 

M ount Law ley , C larem ont and W e m b le y . To 
encourage genuine cultural change in recog
nising the va lue  of information, Central TAFE 
has em barked  on an exc iting  p ro ject that 
em phasises the concep t of the virtual library 
and heightens understanding of new  m eth
ods of inform ation access and utilisation for 
teach ing  and learning.

The pro ject has incorporated  the fo llo w 
ing changes:

• The appo in tm ent of an inform ation  serv
ices lib rarian  w h o  is responsib le for p ro 
vid ing  co llege-w ide strategic inform ation 
retrieval, m anagem ent and ad v ice  to a ca 
dem ics and other clients and for encourag 
ing innovation  w h ereve r appropriate.

• The ap po in tm en t o f a system s lib rarian  
w h o  m anages the college-w ide library au 
tom ation system, as w e ll as a centralised  
techn ica l services unit that is responsib le 
for acquisitions, catalogu ing, and co-ordi
nation of co llege-w ide aud io  visual serv
ices.

* The appointm ent of a lib rarian  for each  of 
the C o llege 's  five  Schoo ls: Languages and 
Cu ltural Exchange; Art, Design and M u lt i
m ed ia ; H ea lth  and C o m m un ity  Serv ices; 
M anagem ent and Business; M in ing , C o n 
struction  and Property  Se rv ices , and the 
In ternational D iv is io n . Each  lib rarian  is 
responsib le for p rovid ing  specia list In for
mation services to their designated school.

• The appointm ent of com puter services of
ficers to p ro v id e  te ch n ica l support and 
a d v ic e  to c lien ts  in access ing  and using 
com p uter ap p lica tio n s , internet and re

lated se rv ices in the Learn ing  Resource  
Centre.

In o rder to ensure in fo rm ation  lite racy  
becom es a priority am ong the C o llege  co m 
m unity, and to im prove access and d issem i
nation of scho larly  inform ation, the inform a
tion services lib rarian  has led the w a y  to be 
seen as the C o llege 's  'in ternet lib rarian ' re
sponsib le for internet tra in ing in the C o llege 
and also provides ad v ice  on the pub lica tion  
of the C o llege 's  hom e page on the w eb .

Student access to In ternet se rv ices has 
been im p lem ented  in each  of the open a c 
cess com p uting  areas situated  at Perth, 
Leed erv ille  and M o u n t L a w le y  C am pus re
source centres. This is a im ed  at heightening 
the aw areness of the va lu e  of netw orked in 
form ation resources am ong students and of 
their role in the deve lop m en t of a lternative 
m odels of inform ation provis ion . A  result of 
this has been an increasing am ount of team 
teach ing w ith in  the co lleg e  invo lv ing  lib rar
ians and acad em ic  staff w o rk ing  together to 
p rovide hands-on classes sp ec ifica lly  aim ed 
at search ing the W e b .

Sub ject specialist lib rarians identified for 
each  school w ill p rom ote aw areness of net
w orked  inform ation resources thus en co u r
aging the d eve lop m en t o f nav iga tion  tools 
and grow th  in k n o w led g e  of loca l sub ject 
based too ls and in fo rm ation  servers. Th is 
dem onstrab le  increase in the leve l of re l
evant know ledge and associated  com p eten 
cies associated w ith  netw orked  inform ation 
resources is central to our v ision  of the 'v ir 
tual lib ra ry '. S ig n ifican t im provem en ts are 
a lready ev ident in the quality  o f training pro
v ided  to end-users by LR C  staff through the 
developm ent of more effective train ing tech 
niques. a

Do you want to 
work in the UK?
TFPL has a regular demand for temporary library and information staff.

W e require qualified or experienced people for vacancies which last from 
a few  days to many months.

Contact Luisa Jefford, Faye Sanderson or Lucy W ingar on 0171 251 5522  
on your arrival or whenever you're seeking library / information work 
during your stay.
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TAS
• 9/7-9/12 Tas Branch meetings 
dates. State Library, Morns Miller Room, 
91 Murray Street, Hobart, 4.30pm. (9/7; 
12/8; 10/9; 14/10; 12/11; 9/12). Contact: 
Patsy Jones, ph (03) 6233 8631, fax (03) 
6233 7845, slt-pj@ecc.tased.edu.au.

V I C
7/7 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Change man
agement. Monash Uni Conference Cen
tre, 30 Collins Street, Melbourne. 6- 
9prn. Cost $60. Contact: Elizabeth Yates, 
ph (03) 9813 1924, fax (03) 9882 4274, 
libflis@vicnet.net.au.

• 10/7 Geelong Regional group Cre
ating your own web page. Deakin Uni Li
brary, Geelong Campus, Waurn Ponds. 
6pm, $20 members, $25 non-members. 
Contact: Darren Ryan, ph (03) 5227 
3419, darrenr@deakin.edu.au.

• 14/7-8/12 Vic Special Libraries sec
tion committee meetings. Venue to be 
advised, 5.30pm. (14/7; 11/8; 879; 13/10; 
10/11; 8/12). For further information 
contact: Anne Sedgley, ph (03) 9616 
8011

14/7 Insearch/Knight-Ridder Informa
tion Seminars. Free Knight-Ridder WEB 
Presentation. Contact: (02) 9212 2867, 
e-mail krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au.

23/7 Victorian Association for Library 
Automation (VALA) meeting. Copy
right: the Internet and electronic resourc
es. Speaker: Ian McDonald, Copyright 
Council. Uni of Melbourne, Baillieu Li
brary, Reader Education Room, Ground 
floor. 5.30 for 6pm. Contact: Alyson Ko- 
sina, ph (03) 9725 2725, fax (03) 9723 
6097.

28/7 ACLIS Victoria. Copyright seminar. 
Speaker: Annabelle Herd, ACLIS Copy
right Research Officer. Venue: State Li
brary of Victoria Theatrette, 179 La Trobe 
Street (enter from La Trobe Street en
trance). Wine and cheese at 5.30 for 
6pm. Contact: Florence Olsen, ph (03) 
9669 9961, fax (03) 9669 9607. RSVPby 
21/7.

30/7 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Reporting 
to management. Monash Urn Confer
ence Centre, 30 Collins Street, Mel
bourne. 9.30-5pm. Cost $170. Contact: 
Elizabeth Yates, ph (03) 9813 1925, fax 
(03) 9882 4274, libflis@vicnet.net.au.

• 5/8 Geelong Regional group 
Resume and interview workshop — pre
sented by Sue Mcknight. Deakin Uni Li
brary, Woolstores Campus, 1 Gheringah 
Street, Geelong. 6pm for 6.30pm. Con-
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