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I nform ation techno logy app lica tions in Tasm anian  T A FE li­
braries began in 1978 w ith  im p lem entation  of C IR SY S , a 
com puter-based c ircu la tion  system at the then D evonport 

T echn ica l Co llege. This w as a pilot project and show ed con ­
s id e rab le  prom ise. F lo w ever, it w as later d ec id ed  that a 
h igher p rio rity  for Tasm an ian  T A FE  lib raries w as a shared 
cata logu ing  system and on-line catalogue.

The creation of this database w as a co llabo rative  venture 
w ith  senior secondary  co llege  libraries, and the new  system 
w as com m issioned in 1984. It a llow ed  the down-loading and 
ed iting of A B N  records, the creation  of new  M A R C  records 
and the v iew in g  of T A FE and senior secondary college library 
ho ld ings state-w ide. Th is system  w as superseded by the 
Libacc/Starlite integrated library m anagem ent system in 1991 
and then by the current Dynix-based Talis  system in 1994.

Talis (Tasm anian Autom ated Library Inform ation System ) 
is u n iq ue  in Austra lia . It is a netw orked  system shared by 
T A FE , co llege , school and pub lic  libraries, by tw o  govern ­
m ent ag en cy  lib raries and by the State Re fe rence  Lib rary. 
Cataloguing is shared, as is the state-wide catalogue. A n y  site 
can  adjust its pub lic  cata logue v ie w  to inc lude any or all of 
the other sites, and adjust its c ircu la tion  settings so that li­
brary cards from selected other sites can  be used at that site. 
For exam ple, a T A FE  lib rary card from the N orth-W est Insti­
tute can  be used to borrow  from the H obart Institute.

As m ight be expected from such a netw ork there is c o n ­
siderable inter-library loan traffic between Talis libraries, par­
t icu la rly  as all are connected  by e-mail.

The T A FE  lib rary  system also utilises various C D - R O M  
configurations, accessing a range of products, from p erio d i­
cal indexes to on-line tra in ing m odules. The C D - R O M  sys­
tems are com p lim ented  by PC  networks w h ich  p rovide cus­
tom ers w ith  access to laser and co lo u r printers and to 
ap p lica tion  software for word-processing and desktop pub ­
lishing.

Internet access is also p rovided  for custom ers, as is in ­
struction in searching the W e b . The Internet has also a llow ed  
T A FE  libraries to develop  w eb  pages, and in tw o  instances to 
d eve lop  whole-of-lnstitute sites.

L ib rary w e b  pages have been designed to a llo w  remote 
patrons to access the catalogue, locate and request resources 
w h ich  w ill then be fo rw arded . These facilities support flex- 
ible/rem ote access and prom ote access and equ ity. You can 
v ie w  the lib rary page at h ttp ://w w w .nw it.dvet.tas.gov.au .

T A FE lib raries have a lso  housed com p u ter m anaged  
learn ing projects (from m ainfram e to Internet access), again 
in support o f flex ib le/rem ote access. F in a lly  T A FE  lib rary  
services p rovide a range of on-line reference services, from 
U n C o ve r  to D IA L O G . »

M ir a c le s  ta k e  
a  little  lon ger!
Maureen Allman and Deb Hamblin

T he Rock ingham  Cam pus of TA FE 
in W estern  A ustra lia  has offered 
a jo in t library service to the cam ­

pus and  the loca l co m m u n ity  s ince  
1982. Both  parties w o u ld  agree that 
there h ave  been benefits to c lien ts . 
W ith  the best w ill in the w o rld , h o w ­
ever, there  are m any ve ry  d ifficu lt is­
sues to be resolved in the operation  of 
a joint facility.

A  n ew  partnersh ip  betw een  T A FE  
and M u rd o ch  U n ive rs ity  has been es­
tab lished. As part o f the decis ion  to es­
tablish a new' cam pus at Rock ingham , 
the ch ie f execu tive  officers of the a ca ­
d em ic  institu tions and the c ity  d eter­
m ined to build a n ew  joint library fac il­
ity on the u n ive rs ity  cam pus. This 
lib ra ry  is to se rv ice  the needs of the 
T A FE  and  u n ive rs ity  students and the 
local com m un ity .

H e n ce , there is n ow  a new , two-

storey bu ild ing  under construction  on 
the university  site just 600 metres from 
the T A FE cam pus. The new' tripartite li­
b rary w ill in itia lly  serve abou t 2500 
TA FE students, 300 university students, 
staff and the local com m un ity  of about 
30 000 peop le . The lib ra ry  w ill  have  
purpose-built areas designed to ca ter 
for T A FE  courses such as C h ild  care  
and also a large aud io  v isua l area to 
service the teaching and learning needs 
of a tra in ing environm ent.

Tripartite discussions are underw ay  
to resolve the m any issues of both m an­
agem ent and d a ily  operation of the fa­
c ility . There  is agreem ent that the li­
b rary w ill offer a seam less se rv ice  to 
m eet the va ried  needs of its c lien ts . 
This indicates a need to ensure that the 
lib rary staff are managed as one team , 
w ith  one aw ard  and cond itions and re­
porting to one authority.

From the T A FE  point o f v iew , there 
w'ill be m ajor advantages. The associa ­
tion w ith  the un iversity  lib rary w ill o f­
fer staff and students an excep tio n a l 
g a tew ay  to in fo rm ation  and k n o w l­
edge. The co lle c tio n s  and e le c tro n ic  
sources w ill be superior to w hat can be 
p rovided  by a T A FE  lib ra ry  a lone. 
There  w ill a lso be the oppo rtu n ity  to 
im prove instructional program s in in ­
formation access, it is p lanned to m ove 
the existing lib rary services to the new  
bu ild ing early  in 1 998 and there is still 
m uch to be done to ensu re  a sm ooth 
transition to the new  site. A  new  m an ­
agem ent structure needs to be in p lace; 
lib rary  autom ated  system s issues and 
budgetary considerations also need to 
be addressed. For further inform ation  
please contact e ither M au reen  A llm an  
on (08) 9239 8250 or D eb  H am b lin  on
(08) 9239 8650, South  M etro p o litan  
C o lleg e  of T A FE. ■
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