Joint mobile library a first

Robyn Schwartz, institute librarian, W

A n exciting new venture is now

being developed in Western New

South Wales by the Western In-
stitute of TAFE in co-operation with the
Macquarie Regional Library. A new mo-
bile information service is being devel-
oped to provide support to people in
rural and isolated areas, and in particular,
aboriginal people in the far West of New
South Wales.

The concept was first discussed with
Library in 1995
Institute of TAFE
sought funding for a mobile library unit to

Macquarie Regional
when the Western
service some of its students in remote lo-
cations, especially aboriginal students in
isolated areas. Dallas Curry, the regional
librarian at the time, was very keen to
pursue a partnership with the Western
Institute to enable them to better service
some of the smaller towns in their region.
In 1996 funding sufficient for one mobile
unit was provided by TAFE. lJennifer
Goud, then acting and now recently ap-
pointed regional librarian of Macquarie
Regional Library, was approached to find
out if the library was still interested in a
partnership with the Western Institute to

ern Institute of TAFE

provide a mobile library service. With
enthusiasm Jennifer and the Regional Li-
brary Committee affirmed their interest. A
committee comprising representatives
from both organisations has been plan-
ning the service and library staff from the
Dubbo TAFE library and Macquarie Re-
gional Library are working hard with this
committee to make the service a reality.

The Mobile Library and Information
Unit has been constructed and is now
being painted and fitted out with the nec-
essary equipment. The Unit itself consists
of a ninety-eight tonne truck with a spe-
cially constructed body to house stock
and equipment for the service. The Unit
will contain a video unit, CD and tape
player, a computer with CD-ROM drive
and printer, a photocopier and fax/
phone, plus approximately 3000 stock
items including books, periodicals, vid-

eos, CDs and tapes.

The Western Institute of TAFE is pro-
viding the Mobile Unit, an operator for
the Unit, equipment and stock, while
Macquarie Regional Library is providing
some stock, the automated library sys-
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tem, and loading and storage facility for
the mobile stock. Both TAFE and Mac-
quarie Regional Library will provide pro-
fessional library support for the service.

It is planned to base the Unit in
Dubbo. TAFE will service towns in the
more remote areas, such as Enngonia,
Weilmoringle, Grawin and Lightning
Ridge every four weeks, and Macquarie
Regional Library will service those such
as Stuart Town, Peak Hill and Tomingley,
every two weeks. |Initially there are
twenty towns on the three routes where
the Unit will visit. Routes and schedules
may be varied if the need arises in the

future.

A preliminary visit was recently made
to each location where the Mobile Li-
brary will stop. Some will be TAFE cam-
puses, some schools and even clubs such
as The Club in The Scrub on the Grawin
Opal fields. The reaction from the people
in these communities was very positive
and they are looking forward to the com-
mencement of the service, which we be-
lieve is a ‘first’ joint mobile library serv-
ice between TAFE and a public library. m
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