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T he E O R A  C en tre  for A b o ­
rig ina l Stud ies, w ith in  the 
S y d n e y  Institu te  o f T e c h ­

n o log y , is the first o f its k ind in 
T A F E  N S W  to p ro d u ce  and  
d e liv e rv o ca tio n a l ed u cation  and 
tra in in g  program s in the  v isu a l 
and perform ing arts to meet the needs 
o f A b o r ig in a l and T o rres S tra it Is ­
lan d er p eop le .

T h e  Eora  C en tre  w as  e s tab lish ed  
in 1 984 in the inner S yd n e y  suburb of 
R ed fe rn  b e fo re  re lo ca t in g  to the 
n ea rb y  suburb  of C h ip p e n d a le  in 
I 993. The C entre takes the nam e Eora 
from  the in d ig en o u s  p e o p le  w h o  
o r ig in a lly  liv e d  in the  a rea , and  
cou rses  are d es ig n ed  to p ro v id e  
e q u a lity  o f e d u c a t io n a l a ccess  and  
vo ca tio n a l tra in ing  for A b o rig ina l and 
Torres Stra it Is lander p eop le . C ourses 
offe red  at the C en tre  in c lu d e  
v isu a l and  p erfo rm in g  arts, 
theatre arts, v id eo  techn iques, 
p h o to g rap h y , p rin t m ak ing , 
con tem po ra ry  m usic, A b o r ig i­
nal stud ies and  g enera l e d u ­
ca tio n  sub jects.

EORA s tuden t, Beatrice Hains w o rks  on  an ac ry lic  on  fa b ric

is an iden tified  position . R e ce n tly  the 
lib ra ry  re ce ive d  a p p ro va l to p a r t ic i ­
p a te  in the  A b o r ig in a l and  To rres 
Strait Is lander Recru itm ent and Career 
D e ve lo p m e n t Stra tegy for the lib ra ry  
and  in fo rm ation  sector, a jo in t in it ia ­
tive  o f the A u s tra lian  L ib ra ry  and In ­
fo rm a tio n  A s s o c ia t io n  and  the D e ­
partm ent of Ed u ca tion , Em p loym ent, 
T ra in ing  and Youth  Affa irs. U n d e r the 
S tra tegy w e  hope to e m p lo y  a cad e t 
lib ra r ian  and  a cad e t lib ra ry  te c h n i­
c ia n  w h o  w ill  gain  ex p e r ie n ce  in the 
Eo ra  lib ra ry  and  in se ve ra l of ou r 
o the r cam p us lib raries.

S in c e  the end of 1 996 , the lib ra ry  
has p rovided  access to the T A FE  N S W  
O n lin e  L ib ra ry  In fo rm ation  System , a 
shared database of all T A F E  N S W  li ­
brary co llec tions . A ccess to e lec tro n ic  
sources of inform ation  is cu rren tly  be­
ing ex p a n d e d , and  tw o  p ro d ucts  
w h ic h  are p ro v ing  m ost p o p u la r are 
the E n c y c lo p a e d ia  o f  A b o r ig in a l  A u s ­
t r a l ia  on C D - R O M ; and  the in te ra c ­
t ive  m u lti-m ed ia  C D - R O M  I n d ig ­
e n o u s  A u s t r a l ia :  a n  A b o r ig in a l
c o m m u n i t y  fo c u s .  The latter w as  p ro ­
d u ced  by the T A F E  N S W  A b o r ig in a l 
D e ve lo p m e n t D iv is io n , w ith  support 

from  various  o rgan isations in c lu d ­
ing the N e w  South W a le s  Board  of 
S tud ies, and  the C o u n c il for A b o ­
r ig in a l R e c o n c ilia t io n . A ls o  in 
h igh d em an d  is the C e n tre 's  c o l ­
lec tion  o f 200 m usic  C D s  housed  
in the lib ra ry .

The C en tre  features 'state- 
of-the-art' fa c ilit ie s  in c lu d in g  
a 150-seat thea tre , g a lle ry  
sp ace  and  stud ios for a u d io  
re co rd in g , p h o to g rap h y , 
v id e o  p ro d u c tio n , sc reen  
prin ting , pa in ting , theatre arts 
and  fin e  arts.

Es tab lish ed  in M a rc h  
1994, the lib ra ry  at Eora p ro ­
v id e s  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ice s , 
s tudy fa c ilit ie s  and  a sm a ll, 
un ique co lle c tio n  of resources 
in a range of fo rm ats w h ic h  
support Eo ra 's  sp e c ia lis t e d u ­
c a t io n a l p rogram s. T h e  Eora 
lib ra ry  is m anaged  by a fu l l ­
tim e cam p us lib ra rian , w h ic h

The Eo ra  C en tre  o ffe rs a 
fr ien d ly  supportive  lea rn in g  e n v i ­
ro n m en t p ro m o tin g  p o s it iv e  im ­
ages o f A b o r ig in a l and  T o rres 
S tra it Is lan d er p eo p le  and cu ltu re  
w h ile  en co u ra g in g  in d iv id u a l 
c re a t iv ity  and  se lf ex p re ss io n . A  
m easu re  o f the C e n tre 's  su cce ss  
lies in the fact that past students 
h ave  g a in ed  e m p lo y m e n t as te l ­
e v is io n  p ro d u cers , stage m a n a g ­
ers, poets, p layw righ ts , an im ato rs, 
m usic ians and artists. Th rough  the 
p rovis ion  of specia list pro fess ional 
ex p ertise , targeted  s e rv ice s , re ­
sou rces and  fa c ilit ie s , the  lib ra ry  
a im s to support students and  staff 
in a ch ie v in g  the ed u ca tio n a l goals 
of the C en tre . uTw o c o n te m p o ra ry  m u s ic  s tu d e n ts  p e r fo rm in g

14 / / /  T  ’/ / < ' July 1997


