
A  very  special co llection
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T he Far North Queensland Institute of 
TAFE comprises eleven Campuses 
across Far North Queensland, in­

cluding the Torres Strait, covering an area 
tw ice the size of Victoria. W e  have 2000 
indigenous students amongst our 25 000 
students, making us the largest indigenous 
education provider in Australia.

W e  have always had an outstanding 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander collec­
tion in our library, but by 1994 it was ap­
parent that we were having difficulty meet­
ing the specific resource needs of our 
students when seeking information on their 
local communities and culture. At the same 
time, the introduction of Australia's first 
Heritage and Interpretive Tourism TAFE 
Course meant that to satisfy client resource 
needs we would require a new approach. 
W e  therefore created a Far North Queens­
land special collection with an emphasis on 
indigenous, local history and eco-tourism 
materials. Three years on, this unique col­
lection continues to grow rapidly, with over 
35 000 items.

A special database was set up to facili­
tate the retrieval of information considered

important by our users. As 
well, every one of the 
1.5 million words in the 
database is searchable and 
most of the 18 000 records 
entered have abstracts.

Future plans include 
hosting the database on 
the Internet to improve ac­
cess for our off-campus 
and remote users. Pending 
resolution of copyright is­
sues, we intend to progres­
sively load most of the col­
lection on the Internet in a 
combination of full-text 
and image formats. This new proposal w ill 
position us as the premier content provider 
for resources in this region. It is a unique 
opportunity to generate income through 
harnessing our region's comparative advan­
tages. I am often asked if a special collec­
tion of this sort is appropriate for a TAFE In­
stitution. Given our special client base, mix 
of courses and geographic location, I and 
most of our users would answer 'yes'.

Roxanne Missingham, in The A u s tra lia n

L ib ra ry  J o u rn a l ('The On-line conference 
runs like a well-oiled machine', A L j, vol 46, 
N9 1, February 1997, p71) suggests that to 
move our library into the 21st century we 
need to, interalia, move from managing 
collections to specialising in content and 
access and to provide tailored solutions 
rather than 'one size fits all'.

Our collection provides the improved 
service delivery outcomes that our clients 
have now come to expect. m

Who can provide such a range ofservices to libraries
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF??? We can!!!

LIBRARY DIVISION
ABN cataloguing ■ 

‘Shelf-ready’ processing ■ 
Reliable service with competitive prices ■

INFORMATION SERVICE

TR A N SU B
INDUSTRIES

Authorised retailer of:
• Datalogic
• ASP Barcode Readers
• Leigh-Mardon Barcodes
• Maxtag Security Systems

STATIONERY DIVISION
■ Book protection
■ Library processing
■ Library shelving & signs
■ Files and binders
■ Desk & filing accessories
■ Paper products
■ Cutters, staplers & clips
■ Adhesive labels & tapes
■ Identification, barcoding & security sySems

Just some of our regular prices * and you will be surprised... 
Contact Prem ium  • From $4.60 roll / $135.00 box o f 30 (7.5cm x 15m) 
Book Hinge Tapes •Frorn$1.55each/$1441.35boxof96(i9mmx50m)
La se r  Spine Labels 0 From $21.80boxof3,300(i9mmx 19mm)
La ser  Dual Set Labels • From $66.30 box o f 1,800 sets 
C le a r Label Pro tector • From $7.70 pack o f 500 (30mm x 30mm)
Adap taro ll (Dust jackets) • From $19.00 roll (23cm x 25m)
Lam in atin g  Pouches • From $6.25 box o f 100 (54mm x 86mm x I50micron)

Specialists in the Library Industry 
Taking Care of Your Library

712 Glenferrie Road,
Hawthorn, VIC., 3122 
Telephone: +61 3 9815 1233 
Facsimile: +61 3 9815 1233 
Email: translib@netspace.net.au

TRANSLIB
PTY. LTD.

* All prices exclude Sales Tax. (A.C.N. 077950513)

The Athena Generation of 
Windows and Internet 

Library Management is 
available for you!

This Advanced,
Affordable

& Proven system 
is a delight to use. Just ask an 

Athena Generation Librarian.

Please cal! Skaha Pty Ltd a c n o v i  s i s 422

Tel 02 9262 6663 Fax 02 9221 7570
Skaha@s054.aone.net.au

In Victoria Northern Micros Pty Ltd 
a c n  0 0 7 1 5 8 1 3 4  Tel 03 9888 9100 Fax 03 9888 9020
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