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Andrew Delbridge Osborn, 14 September 1902 - 22 April 1997

A ndrew' D e lb rid g e  O sb o rn , a lib ra r­
ian w h o  served  institu tions in the 
U n ited  States, A u s tra lia , and  

C an ad a , d ied  on 21 A p ril 1997, in the L ib ­
erty C o m m on s nursing hom e in C hatham , 
C ap e  C od , M assachusetts, U S A . H e  w as 94 
and  lived  in H a rw ich p o rt, M assachusetts.

Bo rn  on 14 |une 1902, in Launceston , 
T asm an ia , D r O sb o rn  spent m an y  years in 
the U n ited  States and C anada  before return­
ing to Austra lia  from 1 958 to 1 962 to d irect 
the lib ra ry  at the U n ive rs ity  o f Syd ney .

D r O sb o rn 's  lib rary career began during 
his underg raduate  studies at the U n ive rs ity  
o f M e lb o u rn e , w h e re  he served as cade t to 
sen io r ca ta lo g u e r  in the C o m m o n w e a lth  
P a r lia m e n ta ry  L ib ra ry  and  w a s  a key p ar­
tic ip an t in that lib ra ry 's  m ove  to C anberra  
in 1927. H e  re ce ive d  his B A  (H o n s ) from  
M e lb o u rn e  in 1925 and  his m aster 's  in 
I 927. D r O sborn  then m oved  to the U n ited  
States, w h e re  he earned  a P h D  in Ph ilo so ­
p h y  from  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity  in 1934. 
D u rin g  his docto ra l studies he w o rked  as a 
g en e ra l assistant at the N e w  Y o rk  P u b lic  
L ib rary .

In the 1960 's, D r O sb o rn  d isco ve red  a 
first ed itio n  o f the  P r in c ip ia  anno tated  by 
N ew to n  h im self. This w o rk  is n o w  part o f 
the rare book co llec tio n  at the U n ive rs ity  of 
S yd n e y . For his d ed ica tio n  to o b ta in ing  re­
sources for A ustra lian  lib raries, D r O sb o rn  
w a s  a w a rd ed  the  O rd e r  o f A us tra lia  in 
1986. H e  also rece ived  an honorary docto r­
ate from  the U n iv e rs ity  o f S yd n e y  in 1978 
in recogn ition  of his w o rk  and con tribu tion  
to the d eve lop m en t of A ustra lian  un iversity  
lib raries.

During  his career, D r O sb o rn  published 
m an y  w o rk s  on lib ra r ia n sh ip . H e  is best 
kn ow n  for his 1955 book, S e r ia l  p u b l i c a ­
t io n s ,  w h ic h  w'ent into three ed itions. H e  is 
also rem em bered for his 1938 English trans­
lation  o f T h e  P ru s s ia n  in s t r u c t io n s ,  a sem i­
nal w o rk  in lib rary ca ta logu ing .

H o w eve r, his m ost in fluen tia l p u b lic a ­
tion w as  p rob ab ly  his 1941 paper C r is is  in  
c a ta lo g in g ,  w h e re  he o u tlin ed  his re co m ­
m end a tio n s  for s tre am lin ed  lib ra ry  c a ta ­
logu ing based on records c reated  at a c e n ­
tral outside resource . At that po int, records 
of books w e re  large ly  created  in ind iv idu a l 
libraries, dup lica ting  effort and often result­
ing in a large back log  of in access ib le  m ate­
rial. Th is paper presaged som e o f the p rob ­
lems of today 's  in fo rm ation  revo lu tion  and 
m ade co n c re te  suggestions that lib ra ries  
n o w  use to deal w ith  the vast quan tities  of 
m ateria l they re ce ive .

F o llo w in g  his D ire c to rsh ip  o f the U n i ­
ve rs ity  o f S y d n e y  lib ra ry , D r O sb o rn  re ­
turned  to the U n ite d  States to b e co m e  a 
p ro fessor at the  U n iv e rs ity  o f P ittsburg  
G rad uate  Schoo l of L ib rary and Inform ation 
S c ie n c e , w h e re  he stayed  until b eco m in g  
D e an  at W e s te rn  O n ta r io . In 1970, 
D r O sb o rn  retired to Syd ney , w h e re  he o p ­
erated  O .P .  Books , an out-of-print book 
se rv ice . H is  hea lth  d e te rio ra ted  in 1993, 
and  he returned again  to the U n ited  States 
to live  w ith  his yo u n g e r son, F rank , a 
b ro ad cas tin g  e x e cu tive , in F la rw ich p o rt , 
M assachusetts.

D r O sb o rn  is su rv ived  by  tw o  sons, 
three daughters sixteen g ran d ch ild ren  and 
n ine  great-grandch ild ren. m
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Street, M elbourne. 6-9pm. Cost 
$60. Contact: Elizabeth Yates, ph 
(03) 9813 1924, fax (03) 9882 
4274, libflis@vicnet.net.au

15-16/7 Insearch/Knight-Ridder 
Inform ation Sem inars Introduc­
tory D IALOG (15/7), Business (16/ 
7). M elbourne contact: (02) 9212 
2867, krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au 

30/7 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Re­
porting to management. Monash 
Uni Conference Centre, 30 Collins 
Street, M elbourne. 9.30-5pm. 
Cost $170. Contact: Elizabeth Y at­
es, ph (03) 9813 1925, fax (03) 
9882 4274, libflis@vicnet.net.au

13/8 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Trai- 
ing for in-house training. Monash 
Uni Conference Centre, 30 Collins 
Street, M elbourne. 9.30-5pm. 
Cost $170. Contact: Elizabeth Yat­
es, ph (03) 9813 1924, fax (03) 
9882 4274, libflis@vicnet.net.au

27/8 FLIS Training Pty Ltd Su­
pervision skills for team leaders. 
M onash Uni Conference Centre, 
30 Collins Street, M elbourne. 
9.30-5pm . Cost $170. Contact: 
Elizabeth Yates, ph (03) 9813 
1925, fax (03) 9882 4274, libflis@ 
vicnet.net.au

« 15-16/11 Children 's and
Youth Services Section. Bridging 
the gap —  a literary weekend, Old 
Castlem ain Gaol. Contact Terry 
May, ph (03 )9743  1168

W / J \
• 12/6-11/12 ALIA  National 
Special Libraries section com­
m ittee meetings. (12/6; 10/7; 14/ 
8; 11/9; 9/10; 13/11; 11/12). Alex­
ander Library Building, Ground 
Floor, Room G2. Time: 5pm. Con­
tact: Joyce Stevem, ph (08) 9459 
0602.

• 21/6 W A  Special Libraries sec­
tion w ith  the W A  CPD section
Web Pages —  an introduction; 
with guest speakers. Curtin Uni Li­
brary Building, Dept of Library 
Studies, Bentley. 9-2pm, $75 ALIA 
members; $125 non-members. 
Contact: Kay Schneider, ph 015 
083 202, schneide@cleo.murdoch. 
edu.au. Maximum 26 —  be quick!

• 23/6-25/8 W A  Special Librar­
ies section com m ittee meeting 
dates. (23/6; 28/7; 25/8). Venue: 
TBA. Time: 5.30-6.30pm. Contact: 
Tracy Gerritsen, ph (09) 366 4737, 
fax (09) 366 4779, gerritsent®  
eec.com.au

• 24/6-18/11 W A  Library Tech­
nician Section m eeting dates
(24/6; 22/7; 27/8; 9/9, 22/10; 18/ 
11). For further details contact:
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