
A  Hamburger 
in Wollongong
Pam Epe, University of Wollongong Library

W hen G erm an  lib rary sc ience  stu­
dent, C h ris  G esse l, w as asked 
w h e re  she w an ted  to do her 

p racticum , her answ er w as Australia . A  sec­
ond-year student at the Fach h o ch sch u le  
H am burg , C h ris  chose  the U n iv e rs ity  of 
W o llo n g o n g  for her three month study visit.

W h y  p ick  W o llo n g o n g ?  C h ris  w an ted  
som ething exotic. H er p revious p racticum s 
had been spent in H am burg  at the Pub lic  L i­
brary and at the A frican  Institute. She surfed 
the Net and found the U n ivers ity  of W o llo n ­
gong. The sim ila rity  betw een  the U n ivers ity  
and the Fach h o ch sch u le  w e re  su ffic ient to 
entice Chris southw ard .

W ith in  days o f her a rriva l in February, 
the a ca d em ic  yea r co m m en ced  and Chris 
w as throw n into the hustle and bustle of o ri­
en tation  activ it ie s . M ost of her tim e w as 
spent w o rk ing  w ith  the Reference Serv ices 
team. She adjusted q u ick ly  to assisting at the 
In form ation Desk and partic ipating in infor­
mation literacy classes.

H er spec ia l p ro ject w as  to loca te  and 
eva luate  d ic tionaries  a va ilab le  on the W e b  
for inclusion  on the lib rary w eb  pages. Chris 
also had a cam eo  role in the lib rary 's o rien ­
tation v id eo . At her fa rew e ll, she w as pre­
sented w ith  a co p y  of the v id eo  as a m e­
mento and as proof that the last three months 
w ere  not just a dream .

Reflecting  on her stay Chris said that it

(l-r) Chris Gessel w ith  Lynn W righ t, U n ivers ity  
o f  W o llo n g o n g  re fe rence  lib ra rian

w as 'a  good decis ion  to get w ork  experience 
at W o llo n g o n g  and that it provided a chance 
to experience  som ething d ifferent to librar- 
ianship in G e rm an y  ... I w o u ld  like to m en ­
tion the rea lly  good team w ork  w ith in  the li­
brary. I felt really  com fortab le in the team of 
facu lty lib rarians and have en joyed  w ork ing  
as part o f the team . I have  en joyed  all n ew  
experiences, in other sections of the library, 
and of cou rse all the p laces I have seen in 
Austra lia .'

The benefit has not been one w a y . A c ­
cording to reference librarian, Lynne W righ t, 
having Chris in the team provided  opportu ­
nities to learn  abou t lib ra riansh ip  in G e r ­
m any and to consider se rv ice  a lternatives.

The lib rary 's  international relations pro­
gram has well-estab lished links w ith  un ive r­
sity lib raries in Thailand  and Indonesia. It is 
hoped that C h ris  w ill be the beg inn ing  of 
con tact w ith  G erm any . a

Prize for
teacher-
librarian
Jane  M orris , [p ictu red  (r) w ith  M argaret 
Starre, A L IA  W A  Branch  President) a stu­
dent in the Facu lty  o f Sc ience , T e ch n o l­
ogy and Engineering at the Edith C o w an  
LJn ivers ity  has w on  the 1996 Austra lian  
Library and Inform ation Association  prize 
for teach e r lib ra riansh ips w h ic h  is 
aw ard ed  to the student w ith  the highest 
a ca d em ic  results in the G ra d u a te  D i ­
p lom a of S c ie n ce  (Teacher L ibrariansh ip ) 
at Edith C o w an  U n ivers ity .

M s M orris  w as presented w ith  her 
aw ard  at the g raduation  ce re m o n y  on 
25 M arch  1 997. n
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Starting  in August, Preserva­
tion of audiovisual collections
—  developed in conjunction with 
the National Film and Sound A r­
chive, it will be conducted in dis­
tance mode. Uni of N SW , School 
of Information, Library and Archive 
Studies. Contact: M aureen Hen- 
ninger, ph (02) 9385 3589, fax 
(02) 9385 3430, M .Henninger@  
unsw.edu.au

• 20/8 N SW  Special Libraries 
section. A career management/ 
knowledge management seminar. 
Contact: Yasna Palaysa, ph (02) 
9228 5107.

27-28/9 Austra lian  Soc ie ty  of 
Indexers conference The Future- 
proo f Indexer. M ountain Heritage 
Country House Retreat, Katoomba. 
For further details contact: M ichael 
W yatt, ph (02) 9931 7764, fax (02) 
9331 7785, keyword@ ozem ail
.com .au, home page at http:// 
www.zeta.org.au/~aussi

NT
• 6/6 NT Library Technician sec­
tion meeting. Casuarina Public Li­
brary, 5.30pm. Contact: Marilyn 
Hawthorne, phone (08) 8946 
6193, fax (08) 8945 1317,
marilyn@library.ntu.edu.au

• 19/6 NT Branch meeting NTU 
Library, Conference Room, 
4.30pm. Contact: Kaye Bartlett, ph 
(08) 8946 6179, fax (08) 8945 
1317, kaye@ library.n tu .edu.au , 
h ttp ://w w w .n tu .e d u .a u / lib ra ry /  
libhome.html

QLO
• 11/6 Darling Downs Regional 
group m eeting Guest speaker: 
Graham Rusher —  on how  he has 
w orked (and is w ork ing) w ith 
many different Librarians and au ­
tom ated library systems. Contact: 
Taisoo Kim W atson , ph 076 312 
466, fax 076 312 920, watsontk@  
usq.edu.au

• 16/6-8/12 Qld Library Techni­
cian section m eetings State Li­
brary of Qld, M etw ay Theatrette, 
5.30pm (unless advised otherwise). 
(16/6; 14/7; 11/8; 8/9; 13/10; 10/ 
11; 8/12). Contact: Ailsa
O 'Donnell, ph (07) 3259 3025, fax 
(07 )32 59  3084.

• 18/6 Qld Public Libraries Sec­
tion. Sex, lies and videorecordings
—  censorship —  the current is­
sues. (Relevant to all spheres of in­
form ation work). M ichelton  Li­
brary, 37 Heliopolis Parade, Mitch- 
elton. 2-5pm, $20 ALIA  members, 
$25 non-members. RSVP to Fiona 
Emberton, ph (07) 3403 5939 by

contin ued  n e x t page ...
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