Rendezvous at the Woolstores

Litsa Ellis, Geelong Regional Group

M embers and friends of the

ALIA Geelong Regional

Group and Victorian ALIA Li-
brary Technicians Section gathered at
Deakin University's new Woolstores
campus in Geelong on Friday 28 Feb-
ruary. The evening commenced with
refreshments in the Woolstores campus
library from where there are magnifi-
cent views of Corio Bay. The library
supports the School of Architecture and
Building which is located at the cam-
pus. Also in the library is the Universi-
ty's special collection of rare and
antiquarian books and a research col-
lection of almost 4000 titles called the
Western Victorian Collection. The col-
lection also makes accessible informa-
tion related to genealogy, allowing
Geelong residents a new avenue to re-

search family histories.

The
Peter

library services co-ordinator,

Macauley, showed the group
around the library whilst relating some
interesting historical facts about the
Woolstores and how itcame to be part
of Deakin University. The first of the
built by

Dalgety Woolstores were
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Frederick Gunnerman Dalgety in 1891.
The number of buildings on the site in-
creased as the demand for wool in-
creased. Geelong earned a reputation
as Australia's wool exporting capital
until a change in the wool industry dur-
ing the latter half of this century meant
that the traditional woolstores were no

longer needed.

In 1992, with a view to bringing
Deakin University into the centre of
Geelong, successful negotiations be-
tween the university, the Federal and
Victorian Governments and the former
Geelong Regional Commission resulted
in the University acquiring the Dalgety
Woolstores site. A local architectural
firm won a design competition in early
1993 and were engaged to design the
transformation of the derelict
Woolstores to a modern university

campus.

The architects managed to create a
new campus whilst respecting the links
with the past — much of the demol-
ished

jarrah, and ironbark have been reused

timbers including red gum,

as stair treads, handrails, fittings and

furniture. Walking around the library
one notices the original supporting

posts and wooden wool drops.

Sue McKnight, the university librar-
ian, took the group on a short tour of
the technical services division of
Deakin University Library which has

been centralised at the Woolstores.

Litsa Ellis, serials technician, then led
the group to the showpiece of the city
campus, the magnificent 1500-seat Great
Hall. The Great Hall is used for Univer-
sity ceremonial occasions, cultural per-
formances and community functions. The
Hall was built at a cost of 4.5 million
dollars and gives Geelong a concert and
theatre hall of international standards
with the capacity to accommodate a fuli
symphony orchestra. Once again the
original timbers have been used thus pre-
serving the historical value of the build-

ing.

The evening concluded with a stroll
down Cunningham Pier and a meal at
Smorgy's. All agreed it was a rendez-

vous worth keeping. =

Serving over six hundred academic,

public, school and special libraries
throughout the world, the UNICORN

Collection Management System is now

available in Australia.

UNICORN for UNIX®

UNICORN for Client/Server

UNICORN for Open Systems Compliance

possible...

L

June 1997

'CV far

UNICORN for MS Windows™

Macintosh, X Windows

UNICORN from SIRSI

SIRSI Australia Pty Ltd

832 High Street, Kew East 3102

Phone: (03) 9249 9565

Fax: (03) 9859 5167

E-mail: robyn@sirsi.com.au
URL: http://www .sirsi.com.au

Windows *is a registered Trademi»rk of Microsoft4' UNIX" is a registered Trademark of UNIX Systems Laboratories


mailto:robyn@sirsi.com.au
http://www.sirsi.com.au

