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M o s t  certa in ly  
N O T  the last 
w o r d . . ,
A nastasia  G o v a n 's  co m p reh e n ­

s ive  report o f the A L IA  1996 

B ie n n ia l C o n fe ren ce  ( inCite 

A pril 1997) w as  headed 'T he 

ve ry  last w ord  on the 96 B ie n ­

n ial C o n fe ren ce '. This is an 

un fortunate c h o ice  o f head line  

as the papers and proceed ings 

at the B ien n ia l should be the 

starting po int for a co ns ide rab le  

am o u n t o f debate and d iscus­

sion, not just during  the days o f 

the co n ference , but for as long 

as it takes fo llo w in g  the con fer­

en ce.

in an effort to p rov ide  an ad d i­

tional forum  for pre- and post­

co n fe ren ce  d iscussion , the 1998 

co m m ittee  w ill  be posting 

abstracts o f speakers' papers, as 

they b e co m e  a va ilab le , on the 

co n fe ren ce  hom e page. This 

w ill p ro v id e  p eop le  w ith  an 
oppo rtun ity  to interact w ith  the 

presenters as they d e ve lo p  the 
final version  o f the ir papers. Full 

papers w ill a lso  be a va ilab le  on 

the w e b  page to facilitate, and 

stim ulate, debate  about the 
issues raised during  the con fer­

en ce .

inC ite  is also an appropria te  

forum  for this post co n ference

discussion and I hope that 

Anastasia 's  co lu m n s w ill not be 

'the ve ry  last w o rd .. . '

Di Booker, Adelaide 98

O p tio n s  lo r  
retired  m em b ers
I sym path ise w ith  Le ila  F-loffman 

(inC ite , A pril 1997, p5). Som e 

tw en ty  or m ore years ago I 

suggested to the A ssociation  that 

they should fo llo w  the p ractice  

o f som e o ther professional 

bodies in a llo w in g  long standing 

m em bers w h o  had reached 

retiring age to co n tin u e  as 

m em bers w ith o u t charge. This 

w as  adopted , excep t that no 

retiring age w as specified  and 

the requisite nu m ber o f years 

w as  ten. M a n y  left the profes­

sion w ith  ten years o f serv ice  

but w ith o u t reach ing  retiring 

age, and m an y retired w ith  ten 

years of serv ice , and the nu m ­

bers m ad e the sch em e fin an ­
c ia lly  u n viab le . There  is n o w  

the a n o m a ly  that I, w h o  retired 
after o ve r forty years as a profes­

sional m em ber retain m y profes­
sional m em bersh ip , w h ile  

others, w h o  entered  the profes­

sion at the sam e tim e, but re­

tired later, do  not.

O n c e  o n e  has spent a lifetim e in 

libraries o n e  likes to keep in

touch . I do  this through Friends 

o f libraries groups, and through 

rece iv in g  co p ies  o f inCite; I am  

en ab led  to keep  in touch w ith  

lib rary affairs genera lly , and  this 
assists in the contribu tion  I can  

m ake to the groups to w h ich  I 

be long. P eo p le  like Leila  H o ff­
m an  h ave  stud ied to q u a lify  for 

professional m em bersh ip , h ave  

been em p lo yed  as librarians, 

and  have  do n e  a great deal o f 

vo lu n ta ry  w o rk  for the A sso c ia ­

tion. I feel strongly that they 

shou ld  be  a llo w e d  to retain their 

professional status —  after a ll, 

A A L IA  looks better after o ne 's  

nam e than 'ex -A A L IA '.

Agnes Gregory, Victoria

From the Editor:
The Association has received 
many letters and comments from 
retired members over the last few 
months. The Membership Services 
Manager took this issue to the last 
General Council meeting in 
(March). The matter is now being 
investigated and a report and 
recommendations w ill be put to 
the July meeting o f the ALIA 
General Council.

R etired  m em b ers  
com e to g eth er  
A  group o f retired m em bers of 

the A sso cia tio n  in N e w  South 

W a le s  meets regu larly to discuss

professional and personal inter­

ests. A  rem ark  w as  m ad e re­

cen tly  b y  o n e  fo rm er librarian 

m em ber that she no longer felt 

interested in m ain ta in in g  her 

m em bersh ip  o f the Association .

This has prom pted m e to w rite  

that our m ost recen t gathering 

w as in Ju ly  1996. M o y a  Frost, 

A n n e  Jack , Jo y  Jones, Joan  

F lansen, Jean  M ich ae lid es , Eve 

A hearn , Ba rbara  Johnson , Joan  

H um p reys and m yse lf met in the 

Ritz-Carlton H o te l in Sydney . 

U n h ap p ily , o n e  o f our m em bers, 

Jo an  H um p h reys , d ied  sudden ly 

on 25 Feb ruary  in M e lb o u rn e .

Shirley McGlynn, NSW

Your le tte rs  on any issue o f  
relevance to the lib ra ry  and  
in fo rm atio n  sector are 
welcom ed.

All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
in c ite @ a lia .o rg .a u , o r faxed to  
06 2S2 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E44I, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address w ith your letter or e-mail.
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