
Webb s web

JVLore h o tlin k s in  co u rt

The lega l system  
j u s t  can t  help 
becoming 
involved in N e t  
affairs.
R em em ber the 
Shetlands 
newspapers court 
case about 
hotlinks, reported  
in the F ebruary  
in C ite?

26

T he legal system just can 't help becom ­
ing involved in Net affairs. Rem em ber 
the Shetlands newspapers court case 
about hotlinks, reported in the February i n ­

cite■? W e ll ,  it's now  happening in the United  
States. A  service, To talN ew s, has been taken 
to court by C N N , The W ash ington  Post, D ow  
Jones, Times M irror and Reuters, because they 
ob ject to hotlinks from T o ta iN ew s to their 
W e b  sites w h ich  results in their content being 
framed by the To ta lN ew s home page and its 
banner ads.

Check it out at http://www.totalnews.com. 
O ne  interesting feature is that when you select 
most newspapers, the To ta lN ew s frames con ­
tinue to surround the pages from the selected 
newspapers (thus the lawsuit). The N ew  York 
Times —  not so m uch. After a coup le of sec­
onds, the surrounding frames d isappear and 
the Tim es page takes over the entire screen. 
W ith  some help from Lisa Sp illers from the 
Australian National Un iversity, I've  found out 
that this is done using Java. O ther newspapers' 
sites (so far) haven 't managed to do this.

M ean w h ile  in Georg ia, U SA , they have a 
law  that makes it a crim e to have a link w ith ­
out the perm ission of the linked site. Full de­
tails are at http://www.clark.net/pub/rothman/ 
ga.htm. The A C LU , joined by Electronic Fron­
tiers G eorg ia  and others, filed a suit last Sep ­
tem ber against this law . M o ve  and coun ter­
move. Keep tuned. W e  a in 't seen nothing yet.

CSIRO web pages
Cynthia Love and the team at C S IR O  Informa­
tion Technology Services have put together a 
W e b  site full of surprises. Som e of the fa c ili­
ties (such as on-line ILL requests) are on ly  ac ­
cessib le  from w ith in  the organ isation , but 
others like the links to copyright resources at 
h ttp ://w w w .c is .c s iro .au /c is/ lib /co p y rig h t/  
cpyright.htm  can be used by anyone.

News from the north
From form er A L IA  president Jenny Cram  
com es word that Education Q ueensland  (for­
merly the Department of Education) has a new 
website at http ://www.qed.q ld.gov.au, I par­
ticu larly  liked the calendar of special events.

Bills on-line
S in ce  early  in M arch , the FHouse of Repre ­
sentatives has m ade a va ilab le  through its 
w ebsite  cop ies of all B ills  in itiated in the 
House, together w ith explanatory memoranda 
w here these have been supplied in the appro­
priate format by the sponsor departm ent. It 
intends to rem ove each bill fo llow ing  assent. 
The material w ill be ava ilab le  in itia lly in .pdf 
format, but w hen  the existing Parliam entary 
D ataBase System  is replaced later this year, 
different formats m ay be em ployed.

To find the bills, c lick  on B ilis under the

Legislation head ing on the FHouse of Repre­
sentatives page at h ttp ://ww w.aph.gov.au/ 
house/.

C o m p u te r  L a w  O b s e rv e r
The C o m p u te r  L a w  O b s e rv e r  is a free monthly 
e-mail new sletter that discusses legal issues 
relating to com puters, the Internet and tech ­
nology. Top ics inc lude encryption , p rivacy, 
unauthorised e- mail, copyrights, trademarks, 
multi-media rights and more. The O b s e rv e r  is 
written by W ill ia m  G a lk in , a U S  attorney and 
academ ic specialising in this area of law . To 
subscribe, send an e-mail message to 
law observer-request@ charm .net w ith  the 
word subscribe in the message area.

JoD I
The J o u rn a l o f  D ig i t a l  In fo rm a t io n , Jo D I, is a 
new  e lec tro n ic  journal (it w ill not be pub ­
lished in paper form) for the m ultid iscip linary 
field of digital information. The journal aims 
to be the prim ary e lectron ic  source for high 
quality refereed articles, as well as a forum for 
the on-line d iscussion of artic les. It was 
launched  at Hypertext '97, the 8th A C M  
Hypertext con ference  held at Southam pton 
U n ivers ity  in April.

The journal invites submissions on a w ide 
variety  of topics, such as d ig ital libraries, 
hyperm ed ia  systems, inform ation m anage­
ment and the social consequences of digital 
information. Articles can be submitted in most 
e lectron ic  formats, but as the journal w ill be 
m ade a va ila b le  over the W e b , m ateria l in 
H T M L  form w ill require less m od ification  
prior to publication.

Access to Jo D I w ill be free at least until 
D ecem ber 1998. For details on how  to submit 
artic les to Jo D I, details are at http:// 
jodi.ecs.soton.ac.uk/.

Spot the sheep
The N ational L ib rary of N ew  Z ea lan d  has 
launched its T im e fra m e s  project, provid ing a 
p ictoria l snapshot of life in N e w  Zea land . 
Through it you can view , search, browse, print 
and order copies of heritage images from the 
pictorial collections of the A lexander Turnbull 
Library. There are currently 1000 images to 
choose from, w ith around 25 000 expected to 
be ava ilab le  by the turn of the century. You 
can access it at http://tim efram es.natlib. 
govt.nz/ w ith  the usernam e tim efram es and 
the password images. (For the record, a search 
on 'sheep ' g ives fourteen hits and 'rugby' 
gives seven).

Needle in a cyberstack
John A lb ee  from the Davenport Com m un ity  
Schools in Iowa, has collected a lot of links to 
search engines and Internet resources (includ ­
ing a few  Australian  sites) at http://
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hom e.revea led .net/~albee/index .h tm l. It's 
defin ite ly  worth bookmarking.

L egal in fo rm a tio n  on the N e t
The law  firm of G ilb ert and Tobin  has pub ­
lished guides on various top ics relating to 
com m erce  and the law . You can find a 
num ber of recent publications on matters like 
Net censorship and intellectual property con ­
cepts in W e b  browsing at in full or abstracted 
at http ://www.gtlaw .com .au/gt/bin/fram eup. 
cgi/gt/pubs/.

D u p lic a te s  list
Tom  G irk e  from the B io m ed ica l Lib rary at 
M onash Un iversity  has established D U PST M - 
L, a list devoted to the exchange of journal 
duplicate and back issues between Australian 
libraries in the areas of Sc ience, Technology 
and M ed ic in e . A ll the information that you 'll 
need to use the list is at h ttp ://w w w .lib . 
m onash.edu.au/biom ed/dupstm .htm . Seem s 
like a good idea.

m achine-readable texts encoded w ith Stand­
ard Generalised  M arkup Language (SG M L ).

In ternet research
M C B  U n ivers ity  Press has launched  In te rn e t  
R e s e a rc h : E le c tro n ic  N e tw o r k in g  A p p lic a t io n s  
a n d  P o l ic y , an electronic journal w h ich  'offers 
scholarly papers on key issues and technologi­
cal developm ent in this fast-developing area 
of information techno logy'. Further inform a­
tion (inc lud ing  the subscription cost can be 
found at h ttp ://ww w.m cb.co.uk/lib link/intr/ 
jourhom e.htm .

M e ta d a ta  sem in ar
As reported in the p revious co lum n, The 
M etadata caravan paused briefly in Canberra 
early  in M arch  and has now  passed on [e d .  
see  o u r  s to ry  o n  p 1 2 ] ,  A  report on the N a ­
tional M etadata  Sem inar at the N LA  can  be 
found through http ://ww w.nla.gov.au/niac/ 
metadata.htm l.

I f  you  re 
p lann ing  to do 

dome derioud 
digitisation, you  

m ig h t w ant to 
look a t the 
L ib ra ry  o f 

Cong redd 
N a tio n a l 

D ig ita l L ib rary  
Program

In ternation al 
sch o la rly  co m m u n ication
Tony Barry is certa in ly staying active fo llo w ­
ing his departure from the A N U . H e has been 
asked by C A U L  to write a paper on network 
co-operation w ith  their U K  counterpart. Fo l­
low ing last year's Scho larly  Com m unications 
Conference, they agreed to co-operate and are 
now  d eve lop ing  the concep t. T ony 's  initial 
draft of the paper is at http://www.anu.edu.au/ 
CN ASI/pubs/cau luk .htm l. Com m ents on the 
paper are w e lcom e.

Scientific A m erican  and the N e t
The M arch  1997 issue of S c ie n t if ic  A m e r ic a n  
concentrates on the Net w ith a special report, 
'The Internet: Bring ing  order from chaos '. 
W ith  articles from M ich ae l Lesk on building 
e lec tro n ic  libraries and C lifford  Lynch  on 
searching the Internet, it's a very  good read. 
Check it out at http://www.sciam.com/0397is- 
sue/0397intro.htm l.

L C  R F P
If yo u 're  p lann ing to do som e serious 
d ig itisation , you might w an t to look at this. 
The Lib rary of Congress N ational D igital L i­
brary Program (N D LP ) has made ava ilab le the 
full content of the RFP  w h ich  supports all pa­
per scanning activities w ith in  the program. It 
appears as part of the LC Am erican  M em ory/ 
N D L P  website at the Background Docum ents 
and Techn ica l Reports page, under Techn ical 
O perations Docum entation. You can find it at 
h ttp ://lcw eb2.loc.gov/am m em /ftpfiles.h tm l. 
The docum ent was written by a team of staff 
from the LC National Digital Library Program, 
and supports the conversion of a variety of LC 
a rch iva l, paper-based and p rim arily  textual 
co llections into raster-scanned digital images 
of the original pages and, in some cases, into

A  n ew  app roach  
to o n -lin e  jo u rn a ls
The J o u rn a l o f  In te ra c t iv e  M e d ia  in  E d u c a t io n  
(JIM E) was launched late last year by the U K  
O pen University 's Know ledge M ed ia  Institute. 
It is an on-line peer-reviewed journal covering 
the theoretical and practical aspects of inter­
active m edia in education . It doesn't have a 
chronological concept of an issue, but instead 
publishes articles for open peer review  as they 
are received. Submissions are availab le for on ­
line peer review  for about a month. The initial 
papers and the re v iew ers ' com m ents are 
posted on the W e b  to a llo w  readers to trace 
the flow  of the rev iew  process and add their 
ow n com m ents as w e ll. It's at http://www- 
jim e.open.ac.uk/jim e/.

A u stra lia n  lib ra ry  p rojects
In the latest ed ition  of A r ia d n e , the U K 's  e- 
journal on developm ents in lib rary 
internetworking, there's a report on some Aus­
tralian projects inc lud ing  D ST C 's  Resource 
D iscovery  project, the U n ivers ity  of Sydney 
L ib rary 's  SET IS , M onash 's  U n ive rs ity  E le c ­
tronic Reserve project, Preserving O ral History 
Recordings at the N LA , and the Australian C o ­
operative Digitisation Project. It's all at http:/ 
/w w w . ukoln.ac.uk/ariadne/issue8/.

T h e m a k in g  o f  A m e ric a
At the Un ivers ity  of M ich igan  Digital Library, 
they 're  putting together a new  co llec tion  of 
material about the developm ent of the infra­
structure of the Am erican  nation. The c o lle c ­
tion currently contains around 200 000 pages 
of Am erican  publications from 1850 to 1900, 
and by the end of 1997 it w ill extend to in ­
c lude approxim ately 650 000 pages, inc lud ­
ing several journals. The M O A  collection  is at 
http://www.umdl.umich.edu/moa/. a

The ALIA home pages and 
the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 
following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/

SA VE YO URSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

T Y P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 
hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of 
http://www.alia.org.au/ 
incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inCite should 
NOT be used]

Contributions and 
suggestions for this column 
are always welcome. Please 
e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 
or via the ALIA National 
Office, incite@alia.org.au
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