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I n the last tw o  years, the Departm ent 
of Library and Information Sc ience  at 
Edith C ow an  Un ivers ity  has review ed 

its teach ing  programs, and has d e v e l­
oped new  units to reflect the dem ands 
of a techno logy  inform ation e n v iro n ­
ment. Further, som e new  courses of 
study have been introduced, offering the 
opportunity to use techno logy in inno­
va tive  w ays as both cu rricu lum  focus, 
and as teaching tools.

T e ch n o lo g y  strongly links to the 
teaching content of all programs. Course 
units now  explore the w ays in w h ich  in­
formation access and sources affect our 
services and strategies as inform ation  
providers. 'Reference service ', for exam ­
ple, explores the w ays techno logy may 
be used to better connect the user w ith 
the required inform ation, includ ing the 
eva luation  and use of e lectron ic  infor­
mation sources. M any  units also explore 
m ultim edia and information technology 
im p lications for inform ation services.
The Departm ent is fortunate in having a 
num ber of h igh ly regarded m ultim edia 
experts in the group, and this has led to 
a m eld ing of the tw o  d isc ip lines  of li- 
brarianship and information technology 
in innovative ways.

Students are encouraged to develop  
a broad range of technology com peten ­
cies, ranging from basic word-process­
ing, spread sheet construction and data­
base m anagem ent, to m ore intricate 
aspects of develop ing m ultim edia pack­
ages, w eb  pages, using H T M L  language 
protocols, and develop ing  effective dis­
p lay and g raph ic  presentation tech ­
niques. W e  are also ab le to explore the 
potential app lica tion  of techno logy  in 
the provision of information services in 
the know ledge that students w ill also 
have the techn ica l expertise to ensure 
high quality services are created.

Course d e livery  methods have also 
altered significantly. W h ile  on-campus 
classes rem ain  an im portant form of 
teaching, the units are increasing ly pre­
sented in e lectron ic  form on the W e b . 
Students are ab le to access lecture pres­
entations, notes and other inform ation 
from classes, or the full set of teaching 
notes provided to external students. CD- 
R O M  versions are also under p repara­
tion. W e  m anage our ow n  hom e page, 
and endeavou r to com m u n icate  w ith  
students and co lleagues as thoroughly 
as possib le through these m eans. O u r 
W e b  page can  be exp lored at <http :// 
lisw w w .fste.ac.cow an .edu .au/>.

C o m m un ica tio n  w ith  external stu­
dents is a m ajor priority at Edith C ow an  
Un ivers ity . Students are provided w ith 
free access to our V irtual Cam pus, and 
m ay d ial in from hom e to connect with 
fe llow  students, access the library serv­
ices, and use any of the Internet facilities 
w ith  w h ich  the Un ivers ity  enables con ­
nection. The Virtual Cam pus has oper­
ated for some years and provides signifi­
cant support to students.

Increasingly, lecturers in this depart­
ment are finding themselves providing a 
w ide range of continuing education pro­
grams w ith  a techno logy  flavour. This 
semester a lone, courses offered to pro­
fessionals include 'N avigating  the Inter­
net'; 'In troduction  to W e b  authoring 
w ith  H T M L '; 'Im age scann ing and m a­
n ip u la tio n '; 'In troduction  to digital 
v id eo '; 'D eve lop in g  your school library 
hom e page'; 'In fo rm ation  techno logy  
p lann ing  in schoo ls '; 'In fo rm ation  lit­
e racy  in an e lec tro n ic  en v iro n m en t'; 
and 'In troduction  to photoshop'.

O u r  com m itm ent to the integration 
of techno logy  and the deve lopm ent of 
co m p e ten c ie s  in te ch n o lo g y  usage is 
a lso  e v id en t in the jo in t A LIA /Ed ith  
C o w a n  U n iv e rs ity  co n tin u in g  e d u c a ­
tion  p rogram s cu rren tly  offered  to 
m em bers of A L IA  and the lib rary co m ­
m unity. These program s relate to new  
areas of techno logy  such as 'A d van ces  
in inform ation  tech n o lo g y '; 'Se lec tio n  
of e lec tro n ic  resources'; and 'U p g ra d ­
ing search strategy skills '.

T e ch n o lo g y  is a focus of teach ing, 
as w e ll as a m eans o f en h an c in g  our 
teach ing. Students leaving  our courses, 
be they lib ra ry  te ch n ic ian , teacher li­
b rarian  or in fo rm ation  specia list, w ill 
be p ro fic ien t in both m anag ing  in fo r­
m ation processe, and antic ipating  new  
trends and their im p lications.

O u r goal is to create forward  th ink ­
ers w h o  see technology as a tool for de­
ve lo p m en t and  g row th . In particu la r, 
w e  are com m itted to develop ing  gradu­
ates w h o  look to the future w ith  exc ite ­
ment, recogn is ing  the potential w orth  
of techno log , and the w ays  in w h ich  it 
w ill facilitate  the linking of inform ation 
to users through a vast array of forums.

T e ch n o lo g y  is fundam enta l to the 
Library and In form ation Sc ience  teach ­
ing program at Edith C o w an  University. 
It provides us w ith  the means, the focus 
and the future for information work. ■
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