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There are funds available to ALIA members
wishing to undertake a study project. Study
Grants are offered to provide an opportunity for
librarians or library technicians to undertake
projects that they would otherwise be unable to
do because of the time and costs involved.
Study Grants are open to practising librarian or
library technician members who have been
personal members for at least two years and
have a minimum of three years experience.

The number of awards in any year will depend
upon the funds available and the estimated

costs of proposals received.

Nomination forms are available
from ALIA National Office

PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2600
ph 06 285 1877, fax 06 282 2249
e-mail awards@alia.org.au

URL http://www.alia.org.au/
awards.html

Applications close
1 September 1997

LIBRARY TECHNICIAN
OF THE YEAR
AWARD

Nominations are now being
called for the 1997 award

This award promotes the role of library
technicians in library and information science,
and the role and image of the library technician.
Nominees must be a personal member of the
Library Technician Section and hold a library
technician qualification recognised by ALIA.
Members should note that any nomination for
the award must be made in strict confidence.

Entries should be sent to ALIA National Office,
PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2600
phone 06 285 1877, fax 06 282 2249
e-mail awards@alia.org.au
URL http://www.alia.org.au/awards.hTTffl (,

Nominations close 1 June 1997

This award is
proudly sponsored by

BOOBSHO?*" ' The University Co-op Bookshop
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Library
service wins

national award

T he Library and Information Service
of Western Australia (LISWA) has
been recognised at the Tenth Gov-

ernment Technology Productivity

Awards. At a gala ceremony held in Par-

liament House, Canberra, Dr Lynn Allen,

State Librarian and the Chief Executive

Officer of LISWA, accepted a gold award

from the National Technology in Govern-

ment Committee for Project Information

Access.

The Government Technology Pro-
ductivity Awards cater to federal, state
and local governments plus statutory au-
thorities. The thirteen gold awards pre-
sented this year recognised areas of gov-
ernment that have improved productivity
and provided better service with the aid
of technology.

Project Information Access, an infor-
mation system which links the wealth of
information resources within LISWA and
the State's public libraries by integrating
information resources whatever their lo-
cation or format, provides better and
more equitable access to information for

Western Australians.

Before the launch of Project Informa-
tion Access in September 1995, LISWA's
clients were cut off from the rapid growth
in information taking place locally and
internationally. LISWA's computer tech-
nology was old, unreliable, and unac-
ceptably slow. Operating in an 'informa-
tion age' where clients demanded
increasing levels of service, LISWA found
itself unable to meet its role as informa-

tion provider.

Now LISWA can offer everyone a
window to its information resources ei-
ther through public libraries or privately
on the Internet. Its services no longer
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system

Above: (L-R) Graham
Bashford, DIGITAL; Graham
Hilton, USWA; Lynn Allen,
LISWA; Trevor Kaine, Minister
for Urban Services, Tourism
and Industrial Relations

shutdown when the doors of the libraries
close and clients can search for informa-
tion all day, every day on an easy to use
system which will grow with their needs
into the 21 st century.

Project Information Access has im-
proved the level and quality of informa-
tion available to the public by creating a
statewide 'virtual public library' that al-
lows clients to browse the entire collec-
tion of books and other materials in the
state and public library system using a
simple to use graphical interface. With
the launch of this innovative service
LISWA became one of the first large pub-
lic libraries in the world to provide a sim-
ple graphical interface of this type to cli-
ents via the Internet.

In addition to the information held
within the State Reference Library and
the State's public libraries, the new sys-
tem provides access to an extensive data-
base of Government and Community or-
ganisations and the heritage collections
housed within the )S Battye Library of
West Australian History.

To complement these local informa-
tion sources LISWA provides free public
access to the global information re-

sources of the internet from several
workstations within the Alexander Library

Building.

The transformation of LISWA's sys-
tems has been achieved on time and on
budget at each stage so far, a rare at-
tribute for any project of this size. And as
their working time becomes more pro-
ductive, with savings of time and money,
LISWA staff will be able to look beyond
everyday operations to more innovative
ways to provide information services to

Western Australians. -
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