
C o n n e c tin g  users  
to  in fo rm a tio n  resou rces
Tony Mays, deputy university librarian, University of Newcastle

T he U n ivers ity  of N e w ­
castle  re cen tly  in tro ­
d uced  its latest 

te ch n ica l innova tion
N E W L IN K  at a launch  at­
tended by the V ice-C hance l­
lor and sen io r m em bers of 
u n ive rs ity  staff. N E W L IN K  
stands for N e w ca s t le  Link 
and is an ingen ious a m a l­
gam  of re cen tly  em erged 
techn o lo g ies  to form a 
seam less p roduct w h ich  
connects the library user to a 
w id e  range of in fo rm ation  
resources.

At the launch  un iversity  
lib rarian, B ill L inklater, said 
'W e  have for the last several 
years been looking for a w ay  
to integrate all o f our p rod ­
ucts. O u r custom ers deserve 
a less con fusing  e n v iro n ­
m ent than w e 'v e  been ab le 
to offer. N o w  at last the tools

have a rrived  to a llo w  us to 
do the job '.

N E W L IN K  is a w eb  inter­
face  m aking  good use of 
graphic design tools for easy 
navigation . It a lso m ake use 
of Z39 .50 , a w eb  version  of 
its O P A C , in-house database 
servers and Internet co n n ec ­
tions to ex te rn a lly  held  
databases.

The 'L ib rary  Inform ation 
and Se rv ice s ' section  is ex ­
trem ely com prehensive c o v ­
ering everyth ing  a custom er 
cou ld  c o n c e iv a b ly  w a n t to 
know  about the lib rary and 
its services, but broken into 
d igestib le units. In the da ta ­
base section connections are 
o ffered to e ithe r o f the in- 
house database servers ( In ­
n o va tive  In terfaces and 
O v id ) as w e ll as to a range

of Internet-connectable serv­
ices. In further d e v e lo p ­
ments p lanned  for 1997, 
databases w ill be offered in 
both basic  (Inn o va tive ) and 
ad van ced  (O v id ) m odes; 
and the in-house C D - R O M  
netw ork  w ill a lso  be c o n ­
nected to N E W L IN K .

The w eb  ve rs ion  of the 
cata logue  m ay at first seem 
o n ly  a cosm etic  im p ro ve ­
ment —  though this in itself 
is a boon to the user; but 
tw o  b rie f exam p les m ay il­
lustrate w h ere  the w eb  cata ­
logue is leading us:

• w h ere  the Lib rary has a c ­
cess to e lectron ic  full-text 
data from  a jo u rn a l, the 
catalogue entry contains a 
'co n n e c t  to ' address —  
c lick  on this and you are 
reading the jou rna l; and

• a ca ta lo g u e  item m ay be 
listed as being stored in a 
m ysterious loca tion , for 
exam p le , G reen  Stack —  
c lick  on this and you w ill 
be told  w h a t a G reen  
Stack is, and exactly  how  
to get to it.

The U n ive rs ity  of N e w ­
castle Library has been fortu­
nate to have retained a 
w ealth  of in-house expertise 
from its p ioneering  days in 
In ternet tra in ing . Screens 
w ill con tin u e  to be im ­
proved  w ith  the help  of 
g raph ic  designers, but 
C h arm ian  M itch e ll and 
H e len  L lo yd , in particu lar, 
have  g iven  the p ro ject a 
great head start.

N E W L IN K  can  be 
reached  on: h ttp ://w w w .
Iib rary.new castle .edu .au . ■
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The Athena Generation of 
Windows and Internet 

Library Management is 
available for you!

This Advanced,
Affordable

& Proven system 
is a delight to use. Just ask an 

Athena Generation Librarian.

Please call Skaha Pty Ltd
Tel 02 9262 6663

ACN 071 518 422

Fax 02 9221 7570 

Skaha@s054.aone.net.au

In Victoria Northern Micros Pty Ltd 
ACN 007158154 Tel 03 98X8 9100 Fax 03 9888 9020

Imagine 3 million 
newspaper stories 

on line, 
on your desk.

A com puter and a modem  is all you need 

to access up to date stories from  the 

following publications:

The A us tra lian , The C anberra Times, The 
Advertiser, Sunday M a il, Messenger, H e ra ld -  

Sun, The Sunday H era ld -S un, The M ercury, 

The Sunday Tasmanian, The Times, The 
Sunday Times, South China M o rn in g  Post and  

South C hina Sunday M o rn in g  Post.

C a ll  P r e s s C o m  t o d a y  f o r  
a  5 d a y  F R E E  t r i a l

Phone (08) 8206 2559 
A u s t r a l ia  email: presscom@presscom.com.au
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