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B r e a k in g  n e w  g ro u n d

Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  C o l i n  G r i f f i t h  a n d  t h e  
t e a m  f r o m  A B C  M u l t i m e d i a  fo r  t h e i r  p i o ­
n e e r i n g  w o r k  in i n t e g r a t i n g  T V  a n d  t h e  

N e t .  T h e  f i rst  e p i s o d e  o f  t h e  s e r ie s  F ro n tie r  w a s  
b r o a d c a s t  e a r l y  in M a r c h .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n g  
t h e r e  w a s  a n  o n - l i n e  d is c u s s i o n  ( c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  
t y p e  o f  s o f t w a r e  u se d  f o r  W e b C h a t )  w h e r e  l i s t e n ­
e rs  s e n t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  t o  t h e  s h o w ' s  
p r o d u c e r s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m e n t a t o r s  o n  i n d i g ­
e n o u s  a f fa i rs .  T h e r e  w a s  a  m o d e r a t o r  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  d is c u s s i o n  r e m a i n e d  o n - t o p i c ,  a n d  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p a n ­
e l l i s t .

T h e  d is c u s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a r c h i v e d  a t  t h e  
A B C  s i te  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . a b c . n e t . a u / f r o n t i e r /  a n d  
t h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h is  s o r t  o f  a c t i v i t y  
w i t h  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s .

Metadata down under
M a n y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  e x p e r t s  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  M e t a ­
d a t a  c a m e  t o  C a n b e r r a  f r o m  3 - 6  M a r c h  f o r  t h e  
4 t h  D u b l i n  C o r e  M e t a d a t a  W o r k s h o p ,  j o i n t l y  
o r g a n i s e d  b y  O C L C ,  t h e  D i s t r i b u t e d  S y s t e m s  
T e c h n o l o g y  C e n t r e  ( D S T C ) ,  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i ­
b r a r y .  A l l  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  W o r k ­
s h o p  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . d s t c . e d u . a u /  
D C 4 /

F o r  a m o r e  g e n e r a l  o v e r v i e w  o f  m e t a d a t a  d e ­
v e l o p m e n t s ,  y o u  c a n  g o  t o  t h e  I F L A N E T  M e t a ­
d a t a  p a g e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . n l c -  b n c . c a / i f l a / l l /  
m e t a d a t a . h t m

A warning
T h e r e  h as  b e e n  c o v e r a g e  in  t h e  p ress  a b o u t  a n  
i n s id i o u s  s c a m ,  b u t  in c a s e  y o u  m is s e d  it. A  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  s i te  in N o r t h  A m e r i c a  o f f e r e d  a d u l t  p i c ­
tu r e s ,  b u t  y o u  h a d  t o  d o w n l o a d  s p e c ia l  s o f t w a r e  
to  v i e w  t h e m .  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  t h e  s o f t w a r e  w a s  
l o a d e d  in to  y o u r  c o m p u t e r ,  it t u r n e d  t h e  v o l u m e  
o f  y o u r  m o d e m  d o w n ,  d i s c o n n e c t e d  y o u r  c o m ­
p u t e r  f r o m  y o u r  ISP a n d  r e c o n n e c t e d  y o u  t o  a 
p r o v i d e r  in f a r - o f f  M o l d o v a ,  r a c k i n g  u p  l a r g e  
p h o n e  b i l ls .

It s o u n d s  u n l i k e l y ,  b u t  it h as  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  
o n  r e p u t a b l e  s i te s ,  so b e w a r e .  D o n ' t  l o a d  a n y  
s o f t w a r e  o n t o  y o u r  c o m p u t e r  u n le s s  y o u ' r e  s u re  
a b o u t  t h e  s o u r c e .

Who was the first, 
the biggest, the fastest?
T h e  In f o  C o n n e c t  L is t  o f  L i b r a r y  R e c o r d s  h as  
n o w  b e e n  l a u n c h e d  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . u s e r s . d i r c o n  
. c o . u k / ~ k u s h / P a g e 1 . h t m .  A c t u a l l y  i t 's  p a r t  o f  a 
l a r g e r  o p e r a t i o n  c o n s i s t in g  o f  a n  e x t e n s i v e  d i r e c ­
t o r y  o f  l i b r a r y - r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  i t 's  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  r e c o r d s  t h a t  c a t c h e s  t h e  e y e .

F u n n y  —  t h e r e 's  n o  e n t r y  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i ­
b r a r y  o f  A u s t r a l i a  as t h e  f i rst  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  to  
h a v e  a W e b  s i te ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  h a v e  a l ist o f  f a ­
m o u s  p e o p l e  w h o  o n c e  w o r k e d  in  l i b r a r ie s .

/ / 7  f

For lovers of books
L o v e r s  o f  t r i v i a  w i l l  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  B r e w e r ' s  
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  P h r a s e  a n d  F a b l e ,  a  c o r n u c o p i a  o f  
a r c a n e  b u t  f a s c i n a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  W e l l ,  i t 's  
n o w  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t  a t  h t t p : / /  
w w w . b i b l i o m a n i a . c o m / R e f e r e n c e /  
P h r a s e A n d F a b l e / i n d e x . h t m l

O t h e r  w o r k  a t  t h e  B i b l i o m a n i a  s i te  i n c l u d e s  
t h e  C o lle c te d  poem s o f  W illia m  B lake , The c o m ­

p le te  w orks  o f  Lew is C arro ll, The w e a lth  o f  na ­

tions, A nna  Karen ina  —  a l l  in  H T M L  f o r m a t .

One step forward - two steps 
back
T h e  b a t t l e  a g a in s t  u n w a n t e d  e - m a i l  c o n t i n u e s .  A  
U S  d is t r i c t  c o u r t  in O h i o  h as  g r a n t e d  a  p r e l i m i ­
n a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  b a r r i n g  a  f i r m  f r o m  s e n d i n g  u n ­
s o l i c i t e d  e - m a i l  t o  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  o f  
C o m p u S e r v e .  C o m p u S e r v e  h a d  t r i e d  t o  b l o c k  t h e  
m e s s a g e s  b u t  w a s  f o i l e d  b y  t h e  f i r m  fa ls i f y i n g  t h e  
p o i n t - o f - o r i g i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  e - m a i l  a n d  b y  
c o n f i g u r i n g  its n e t w o r k  s e r v e r s  t o  c o n c e a l  its 
a c t u a l  I n t e r n e t  d o m a i n  n a m e .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f i r m  in  q u e s t i o n  ( C y b e r  P r o ­
m o t i o n s  I n c )  h a s  s t a r t e d  t o  a d v e r t i s e  a  b u l k  e -  
m a i l  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  w i l l  p e r m i t  c u s t o m e r s  t o  
' s e n d  t h e i r  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  t o  h u n d r e d s ,  t h o u s a n d s  
o r  m i l l i o n s  o f  I n t e r n e t  u sers  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ' .  
T h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  C y b e r  P r o m o t i o n s  says t h a t  'F o r  
t h e  f i rs t  t i m e  in h is t o r y ,  m a s s  m a r k e t i n g  o n  t h e  
I n t e r n e t  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  e c o n o m i c s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  ' n e t i q u e t t e . "  I h o p e  n o t .

... and relief
from W ei* advertising
I f  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  to  h a v e  a i l  t h o s e  a ds  a n d  b l i n k ­
in g  b a n n e r s  o n  y o u r  s c r e e n  as y o u  m o v e  a r o u n d  
t h e  W e b ,  r e l i e f  is n e a r  (o r  a t  leas t  g e t t in g  n e a r e r ) .

J u n k b u s t e r  f r o m  h t t p : / / w w ' w . ju n k b u s t e r s . c o m  
is a f i l t e r  f o r  W e b  b r o w s e r s .  It b lo c k s  r e q u e s ts  f o r  
U R L s  ( t y p i c a l l y  b a n n e r  a d s )  t h a t  m a t c h  its 
b l o c k l i s t .  It a l s o  d e l e t e s  c o o k i e s  a n d  o t h e r  u n ­
w a n t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  is e x c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  
w e b  s e r v e r s  a n d  b r o w s e r s ,  b u t  w h i c h  is n o t  n o r ­
m a l l y  d i s p l a y e d  o r  u n d e r  t h e  u se r 's  c o n t r o l .  T h e  
o n l y  v e r s i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  p r e s e n t  r u n s  u n d e r  
U n i x ,  b u t  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  M a c  
a n d  W i n d o w s  v e r s i o n s .

More on filtering
T h e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  c e n s o r s h i p  g o e s  o n  a n d  o n .  
T h e r e ' s  a u s e f u l  r e s o u r c e  a t  h t t p : / /  
w w w . l i b e r t y n e t . o r g / ~ l i o n / f i l t e r i n g . h t m l  o n  F ilte r­

in g  the  In te rn e t in  K -12  sch o o ls  a n d  lib ra rie s . 

Part  o f  L I O N ,  t h e  L ib r a r i a n s  O n l i n e  I n f o r m a t i o n  
N e t w o r k  ( s p o n s o r e d  b y  L i b r a r y  S e r v ic e s  o f  t h e  
S c h o o l  D is t r ic t  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e  has  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s o f t w a r e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  o t h e r  
t e c h n o l o g i e s  t h a t  a l l o w  s c h o o ls  to  c o n t r o l  a cc e s s  
b y  c h i l d r e n  to  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  s i tes  o n  t h e  I n t e r ­
net .  T h e r e ' s  a l i n k  to  a c o m p a r a t i v e  r e v i e w  o f  F i l ­
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t e r i n g  P r o g r a m s  ( i n c l u d i n g  C y b e r  P a t r o l ,  
C y b e r s i t t e r ,  n e t  N a n n y  a n d  S u r f w a t c h ) ,  as  w e l l  
as a n  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  ' A  d o z e n  r e a s o n s  w h y  s c h o o ls  
s h o u l d  a v o i d  f i l t e r i n g '  f r o m  t h e  M a r c h / A p r i l  
1 9 9 6  issue  o f  From  N o w  O n : The E d u ca tio n a l 

T echno logy  jo u rn a l.

It a ls o  has  a l i n k  to  a  v e r y  g o o d  p a g e  a t  h t tp : /  
/ d u c k d o c k . a c i c . c o m / c a r o l y n / g u i d e . h t m .  T h i s  
p r o v i d e s  a  r a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  g u i d e  
c h i l d r e n ' s  u se  o f  t h e  I n t e r n e t .

A big bunch of dates
A n o t h e r  use fu l  t o o l  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / / w w w  
w i s k i t . c o m / c a l e n d a r . h t m l  It 's a  p e r p e t u a l  c a l e n ­
d a r  w h i c h  c a n  s h o w  a n y  m o n t h  in a n y  y e a r  f r o m  
1 to  9 9 9 9 ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d e d  b o n u s  o f  a n  e x p l a n a ­
t i o n  o f  w h y  2 0 0 0  is a l e a p  y e a r .  O n e  w o r d  o f  
w a r n i n g  —  it r e q u i r e s  a J a v a - e n a b le d  b r o w s e r ,  so 
y o u  c a n ' t  see  it in N e t s c a p e  2 o r  e a r l i e r  v e r s io n s .

Heavens above!
T h e  c r e a t o r s  o f  E xpand ing  un iverse  : a c lass ified  

search to o l fo r  a m a te u r a s tro n o m y  a t  h t t p : / /  
w w w . m t r l . t o r o n t o . o n . c a / c e n t r e s / b s d / a s t r o n o m y  
a r e  r i g h t l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  w o r k .  It h a s  a  la r g e  
n u m b e r  o f  a s t r o n o m y  l in k s  ( i n c i d e n t a l l y  p r o v i d ­
in g  a t  last  a ju s t i f i e d  u s e  o f  a n  a l l - b l a c k  b a c k ­
g r o u n d ) ,  b u t  w h a t  m a k e s  it u n u s u a l  is t h e  d e s ig n .  
It is o r g a n i s e d  a r o u n d  t h e  D e w e y  D e c i m a l  C l a s ­
s i f i c a t i o n ,  b u t  a ls o  h as  a n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  t e r m  list  
f o r  a l t e r n a t e  f o r m s  o f  a c c e s s .  A f t e r  t h e  a u t h o r s  
p r o u d l y  a n n o u n c e d  t h is ,  t h e y  w e r e  r e m i n d e d  
t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  C a n a d a  h a d  b e e n  
d o i n g  th is  f o r  a  w h i l e  t h r o u g h  its W e b  d i r e c t o r y  
C anad ian  in fo rm a tio n  b y  s u b je c t  a t  h t t p : / /  
w w w . n l c - b n c . c a / c a n i n f o / e c a n i n f o . h t m l

It d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r  w h o  d i d  it f i rst ;  b o t h  
a r e  g o o d  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  as l o n g  as t h e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  is e a s i e r  t o  f i n d ,  w e ' r e  a l l  b e t t e r  o f f .

A life on tbe ocean wave
T h e  N a u t i c a l  F ic t io n  List is a r e a d e r s '  list o f  n o v ­
e ls ,  n o v e le t t e s ,  s h o r t  s tor ies,  p o e t r y  a n d  d r a m a  o f  
t h e  s ea ,  in E n g l is h .  M a n y  o f  t h e  e n t r i e s  h a v e  a 
s h o r t  s y n o p s is  a n d  t h e r e  is a  s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y ,  
w h i c h  is u s e f u l  as t h e  l is t  c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  5 4 6  
a u t h o r s  a n d  1 5 8 1  t i t les .  G o  t o  h t t p : / / w w w . c y b e r ­
d y n e . c o m / ~ j k o h n e n / n a u t - i i t . h t m l # n f l  f o r  t h e  
v o y a g e  o f  a l i f e t i m e .

An on-line bibliography
M i l e s  F i d e l m a n  is t h e  a u t h o r  o f  A ll-o u t  in te rn e t 

access: the C am bridge p u b lic  lib ra ry  m odel, p a r t  
o f  t h e  ' T e c h n o l o g y  t r a i l b l a z e r '  S e r i e s  f r o m  
A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  E d i t i o n s .  T h is  
b o o k ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  in s ta l l in g  h i g h ­
s p e e d  I n t e r n e t  w o r k s t a t i o n s  in  t h e  C a m b r i d g e  
( M a s s )  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y ,  p r o v i d e s  d e t a i l e d ,  h o w - t o  
g u i d a n c e  o n  p l a n n i n g ,  i m p l e m e n t i n g ,  o p e r a t i n g ,  
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  I n t e r n e t  s e r v i c e  in a p u b l i c  l i ­
b r a r y  s e t t in g .

T h e  a u t h o r  h as  p u t  t h e  b o o k ' s  b i b l i o g r a p h y

o n - l i n e ,  c o m p r i s i n g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l in k s  a n d  r e f ­
e r e n c e s  a b o u t  In t e r n e t  s e r v ic e  in a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
s e t t in g .  S e e  it a t  h t t p : / / c i v i c . n e t / l i b r a r y . h t m l

ITEM access
T h e  I m a g e  T e c h n o l o g y  in M u s e u m s  a n d  a r t  g a l ­
le r ies  k n o w l e d g e  b as e  ( I T E M ) ,  is a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s e a r c h a b l e  t e x t  a n d  i m a g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
d e t a i l i n g  h y p e r m e d i a  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  r e ­
s o u r c e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  a b o u t  t h e  v is u a l  a r ts .  I t 's  a t  
h t t p : / / i t e m . s u f f o l k . a c . u k

Leonardo — a winner!
T h e  L e o n a r d o  p r o je c t  a t  t h e  L ib r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a ­
t i o n  S e r v i c e  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  r e p r e s e n t s  a  
p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  c u l t u r a l  a n d  
a c a d e m i c  in s t i t u t io n s  w h i c h  is w o r k i n g  t o  p r o ­
v i d e  g r e a t e r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  
t h r o u g h  n e t w o r k e d ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  m u l t i m e d i a .  T h e  
m a i n  s i te  is a t  h t t p : / / w w w . l i s w a . w a . g o v . a u /  
l e o n a r d o . h t m l .  T h e r e ' s  n o t  m u c h  t o  s e e  ju s t  y e t ,  
b u t  e a r l y  in  M a r c h  G e o r g e  B r o w n ,  L I S W A ' s  
M a n a g e r  o f  In t e r a c t i v e  M u l t i m e d i a  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
t h e  p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e i r  sys te m  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  u p  
a n d  r u n n i n g  in A p r i l .  V e r y  im p r e s s iv e .

K o d ak  P h o to  C D  p ro ject
C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  a n d  t e n  o t h e r  N e w  
Y o r k  S t a te  r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r ie s  a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  K o d a k  P h o t o  C D  
t e c h n o l o g y  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  m a k e  a c c e s s i b l e  a  
r a n g e  o f  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  p r o j e c t  is d e ­
s ig n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  i m a g e  q u a l ­
i t y  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  b e n c h m a r k i n g  f o r m u l a s  f o r  
c o n v e r s i o n  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

T h e  g r o u p  is lo o k in g  fo r  h e l p  f r o m  o t h e r  c u l ­
tu r a l  a n d  r e s e a r c h  in s t i tu t io n s  in e v a l u a t i n g  h o w  
a p p l i c a b l e  t h e  f i n d in g s  a r e  to  t h e  o t h e r s '  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  w i t h  K o d a k  P h o t o  C D  p ro je c ts .  C o r n e l l  w i l i  
s u p p l y  d e t a i l e d  g u i d e l i n e s  to  assist p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
in s t i tu t io n s  in th is  p roc e ss .  In r e tu r n ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
w i l l  r e c e i v e  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  s u m m a r i s i n g  t h e  
f i n d in g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  fo r  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  
P h o t o  C D  p r o c e s s  to  c a p t u r e  a n d  p r o v i d e  e l e c ­
t r o n i c  a c c e s s  to  i m p o r t a n t  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l s .  If  
y o u  a r e  in te r e s te d  in p a r t i c ip a t i n g ,  c o n t a c t  A n n e  
K e n n e y  (a r k 3 @ c o r n e l l . e d u ) o r  O y a  R i e g e r  
(o y r 1 @ c o r n e l l . e d u ) fo r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Blowing their own trumpets
G a b r i e l ,  t h e  G a t e w a y  to  E u r o p e ' s  N a t i o n a l  L i ­
b ra r ie s ,  has  b e e n  l a u n c h e d  to  p r o v i d e  a r a n g e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  n a t i o n a l  l ib ra r ie s  in a u n i f o r m  
w a y  in s e v e r a l  l a n g u a g e s ,  w i t h  o n - l i n e  l i n k s  to  
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  
c o l l e c t i o n s .  It p r o v i d e s  a b u l l e t i n  b o a r d  w i t h  
n e w s  i t e m s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r ie s  a n d  g iv es  
a c c e s s  t o  a l l  o f  t h e i r  W e b  s er vers  t h r o u g h  a  s in ­
g l e  s e a r c h  s e r v i c e .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  it a t  h t t p : / /  
w w w . k o n b i b . n l / g a b r i e l / , h t t p : / / p o r t i c o . b l . u k /  
g a b r ie l / ,  h t t p : / / r e n k i .h e ls i n k i . f i / g a b r ie l / , a n d  h t t p : /  
/ w w w . d d b . d e / g a b r i e l / . «
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The ALIA home pages and 
the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 
following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/

S A V E  YOURSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

TY P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 
hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of
http://www.alia.org.au/
incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inCite should 
NOT be used]

Contributions and 
suggestions for this column 
are always welcome. Please 
e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 
or via the ALIA National 
Office,
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