
A s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  in  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  
b y  A u s t r a l i a n  s o p r a n o  D a m e  N e l l i e  
M e l b a  t o  h e r  s i n g i n g  i n s t r u c t o r  h a v e  

b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  o f  
Q u e e n s l a n d .

M e l b a ' s  n i n e  s u r v i v i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  S i g n o r  
P i e t r o  C e c c h i  in  M e l b o u r n e  w e r e  w r i t t e n  
b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 8 2  a n d  A u g u s t  1 8 8 6 ,  
m o s t l y  f r o m  M a c k a y  w h e r e  s h e  l i v e d  w i t h  
h e r  h u s b a n d  C h a r l e s  A r m s t r o n g .

O n e  u n h a p p y  l e t t e r ,  u n d a t e d ,  w a s  w r i t ­
t e n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  s o n  G e o r g e :

t i m e s  a r e  v e r y  b a d  h e r e  a n d  w e  a r e  as  
p o o r  a s  it is p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n y o n e  t o  b e  . . .  T h e  
p i a n o s  h e r e  a r e  a l l  b a d  . . .  I a m  a n x i o u s  t o

l e a v e  Q u e e n s l a n d  as  s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  I m u s t  
m a k e  s o m e  m o n e y .  C o u l d  y o u  n o t  f o r m  a  
s m a l l  c o m p a n y  a n d  l e t  u s  g o  t o u r i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  C o l o n i e s ?  . . .  I a m  v e r y  u n h a p p y  h e r e  
w h e r e  t h e r e  is n o  m u s i c ,  n o  n o t h i n g .  I w a n t  
y o u  t o  k e e p  t h i s  q u i t e  a  s e c r e t  f r o m  m y  s is ­
te r s  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  d o  n o t  m e n t i o n  it t o  a n y o n e  
u n t i l  e v e r y t h i n g  is s e t t l e d . '

A r c h i v e s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s  l i b r a r i a n ,  
K a r e n  F r i e d l ,  s a i d  t h e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  
a t  a u c t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  p h o t o ­
g r a p h s ,  c a l l i n g  c a r d s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  c l i p ­
p i n g s .

T h e  M e l b a  l e t t e r s  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  a t  t h e  
J o h n  O x l e y  L i b r a r y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  H i s t o r y ,  a t  
t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d .  m

N o w  o n  d isk
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He a l t h  L i n k ,  t h e  c o n ­
s u m e r  h e a l t h  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  s e r v i c e  a t  

W e s t m e a d  H o s p i t a l  h a s  ju s t  
r e l e a s e d  t h e  f o u r t h  e d i t i o n  o f  
T he A u s tra lia n  g u id e  to  c o n ­

s u m e r  h e a lth  in fo rm a t io n  a s  
a n  e l e c t r o n i c  d i r e c t o r y .  T h e  
s o f t w a r e  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l ­
o p e d  t o  p r o v i d e  l i b r a r i a n s  
w i t h  a  q u i c k  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
s o u r c e s ,  w h i c h  c a n  a s s i s t  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b ­
l i c .

T h i s  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  i n ­
t u i t i v e ,  P C - b a s e d  r e s o u r c e  
p r o v i d e s  i n t e g r a t e d  a c c e s s  t o  
o v e r  1 0 0 0  k e y  A u s t r a l i a n  
h e a l t h  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  a n d  
s u p p o r t  g r o u p s ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  d e t a i l s  o f  o v e r  f i v e  h u n ­
d r e d  b o o k s  a n d  b o o k l e t s

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  f o r  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  o n  a  w i d e  
r a n g e  o f  h e a l t h  t o p i c s .  M a n y  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  
b e e n  r e v i e w e d  b y  s p e c i a l i s t s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  W e s t m e a d  
H o s p i t a l  o r  T h e  N e w  C h i l ­
d r e n ' s  H o s p i t a l .

A s  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  e a r l i e r  
p r i n t e d  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e ­
s o u r c e ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  
b e e n  c o m p i l e d  b y  M o i r a  
B r y a n t .  T h e  s o f t w a r e  h a s  
b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  in  c o n j u n c ­
t i o n  w i t h  D a t a  D i c t i o n .

S e a r c h i n g  c a n  b e  c a r r i e d  
o u t  b y  e n t e r i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  
a  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  o r  a  
h e a l t h  t o p i c .  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  
m a t c h e s  a r e  d i s p l a y e d  in  a n  
a l p h a b e t i c a l  s e q u e n c e  a n d  
t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  is i d e n t i f i e d  o n

t h e  a d j a c e n t  m a p .  R e l a t e d  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  l i s t e d  b e l o w  
t h e  n a m e s  o f  s e r v i c e .  B y  
s c r o l l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  l is t ,  t h e  
f u l l  d e t a i l s  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  a r e  d i s p l a y e d  in  
t h e  b o t t o m  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s c r e e n .  A  n o v e l  f e a t u r e  o f  
t h e  s o f t w a r e  is i ts a b i l i t y  t o  
s e a r c h  b y  i n d e x  t e r m s .  A  
m a p  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  l i m i t  t h e  
s e a r c h  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y .  P r o ­
v i s i o n  is a l s o  m a d e  f o r  u s e r s  
t o  a d d  t h e i r  o w n  n o t e s  t o  
a n y  r e c o r d .  D e t a i l s  o f  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s  c a n  b e  p r i n t e d  t o  g i v e  
t o  c l i e n t s .

T h e  g u i d e  is n o w  a v a i l ­
a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $ 4 5 .  A  b r o ­
c h u r e  a n d  o r d e r  f o r m  is e n ­
c l o s e d  w i t h  t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  
in C ite .  s

... from  previous page

State Library of NSW, Metcalfe Audi­
torium, 9-4.30pm. $50 ALIA mem­
bers, $60 non-members, $35 stu­
dents. Contact: Pamela McKinnon, 
ph (02) 9686 3798, fax (02) 9686 
2891.

• 19/4 NSW  Schools section. Intro­
ductory Internet. Macquarie Uni, 
Time/Cost: TBA. Contact: Ailsa Holm- 
es-Walker, ph (02) 9871 3541.

1-28/5 Insearch/Knight-Ridder In­
formation seminars. Introductory 
Dialog (1/5), Pharmaceutical (27/5), 
Beyond the Basics (28/5). Sydney 
contact: (02) 9212 2867,
krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au.

7/5 Performance indicators for li­
braries. Uni of NSW, School of Infor­
mation, Library and Archive Studies. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 
(02) 9385 3589, fax (02) 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.

• 14/5 NSW  Health Libraries sec­
tion: new members, night Con­
sumer health at the State Library. 
Venue: State Library of NSW, Mc­
Donald Room, Level 8, 5.30pm to 
6pm. Contact: Kaye Lee, ph (02) 
9736 6936, fax (02) 9736 7630, 
kiee@lib.crg.cs.nsw.gov.au

14/5 Clients, services and quality
Uni of NSW, School of Information, 
Library and Archive Studies Contact: 
Maureen Henninger, ph (02) 9385 
3589, fax (02) 9385 3430,
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.

15/5 Doing research on the net 
(half day) Uni of NSW, School of In­
formation, Library and Archive Stud­
ies. Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 
(02) 9385 3589, fax (02) 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.

26-30/5 Introduction to the man­
agement of recordkeeping sys­
tems Uni of NSW, School of Infor­
mation, Library and Archive Studies. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 
(02) 9385 3589, fax (02) 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

• 31/5 & 21/6 NSW  Schools sec­
tion. Advanced Internet. Macquarie 
Uni, Time/Cost: TBA. Contact: Ailsa 
Holmes-Walker, ph (02) 9871 3541.

Starting in August, Foundations 
of audiovisual management — to
be conducted in distance mode. Uni 
of NSW, School of Information, Li­
brary and Archive Studies. Contact: 
Maureen Henninger, ph (02) 9385 
3589, fax (02) 9385 3430,
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.

Starting in August, Preservation 
administration (library and ar­
chive) — to be conducted in dis­
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