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F ebruary's inCite carried 
news o f encourag ing 
job growth forecasts for 

librarians over the next dec­
ade in the m ajor federal gov­
ernm ent report Australia's 
workforce 2005: jobs in the

future. This confirm ed trends 
h igh lighted in an earlier re­
port on w orkforce character­
istics to the year 2001. 
L ibrarianship is placed tenth 
in a job  grow th assessment 
o f over one hundred and

tw en ty  w ork  sector catego­
ries.

Some scepticism  has ac­
com panied release o f these 
find ings, p rim a rily  based on 
anecdotal evidence o f librar­

ians' in a b ility  to  find  jobs. 
C learly in some areas the la­
bour m arket remains tigh t 
w ith  supp ly  exceeding de­
mand. And in some States 
restructuring o f w hole  indus­
try sectors is obviously hav­
ing a strong effect.

But lib rarians appear to 
be in rather better shape 
than m any em ployees, and 
not just in terms o f forecast 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  P o s i t i v e  
trends can now  also be seen 
in data on w hat has actua lly  
been happen ing in the la­
bour market. Australian Bu­
reau o f Statistics figures for 
employment growth in faster 
growing industries now  pro­
v ide a top 10 for job grow th 
in particu lar sectors over the 
year to  N ovem ber 1995. 
The rankings and scores are 
shown alongside. *
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