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F or years we have all read articles 
on the ideal situation where the 
local pub lic  lib rary and the 

school libraries share a close working 
relationship with the jo int goal of serv­
ing their shared c lien t group w ith the 
best possible library services. This ideal 
should still rem ain a goal, but what is 
the re lationsh ip  between school and 
public libraries in Australia today? This 
is a com plex question and the answer 
w ill differ greatly from one local gov­
ernment area to another. In most cases 
w e can on ly  im agine a w orld w here 
school and pub lic lib rarians w ork to­
gether in conjunction with teachers to 
ensure research assignments are staged 
so as to enable optimum access to re­
sources, where collection development 
po licies are developed in consultation 
to avoid duplication, where services of­
fered are designed to be com p lim en­
tary , and strategic planning is a jo int 
venture. As funding opportunities be­
com e scarcer and the expectations of 
students becom e more sophisticated,

cooperation between institutions 
should be em braced as an opportunity 
to secure the future of both the school 
and pub lic lib rary . W h ile  the two re­
main in 'com petition ' or sim ply co n­
tinue on in isolation there are at least 
three possible scenarios:

• if they are well funded they may du­
plicate their resources and services to 
the extent that one becomes 'redun­
dant';

• if the budget is tighter they may both 
waste va luab le  funding duplicating 
services and resources to produce 
two m ediocre libraries; or

• if they exist in isolation they run the 
risk of becoming so insular that they 
loose their relevancy to their clients.

None of these outcom es is desir­
able. So where does the Child ren 's and 
Youth Services Section (CYSS) fit into 
this picture? CYSS has a responsibility 
to its members to provide train ing , 
gu idance and professional ad vice  on

all issues affecting or im pacting on li­
brary services to ch ild ren . As w e ap­
proach the twenty-first century many of 
the issues confronting teacher-lib ra r­
ians are the same as those confronting 
ch ild ren 's  lib rarians . The rap id ly 
changing technology, copyright, the in­
troduction of the Internet into school 
and public libraries and the associated 
censorship issues are just some of the 
issues w hich all librarians working with 
ch ildren are currently confronting.

CYSS maintains a watching brief on 
issues affecting education practice and 
p o lic ie s , and has a close association 
w ith the School Libraries Section. The 
section has helped to foster and nurture 
the relationship between teacher- and 
ch ildren 's-lib rarians.

School and public libraries play an 
important part in the education, leisure 
and development of every child in Aus­
tra lia  and it is essentia l that the two 
w ork  together if this v is ion  is to be­
com e a reality. m
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