
T h e  I n t e r n e t  p a g e s

T h o u g h t s  o n  V A L A

T he V A LA  conference w as held from 
earlier this year in M elbourne. It has 
changed a lot in the fourteen years 

since the first one was held in the M edical 
School at the University of Melbourne. There 
are more people, a substantial exh ib itio n , 
notable overseas speakers, and the Internet. 
The Net was everyw here —  as it should be 
—  but I did wonder if we gave enough con­
sideration to w hat w as happening o u ts id e  
the Internet.

Th is line of thought was prompted by 
W alt C raw fo rd , the keynote speaker from 
RLG  who opened the conference. He spoke 
about the matters explored in the book he 
wrote w ith M ichael G orm an, Fu tu re  lib ra r­
ie s : D ream s, m adn ess a n d  rea lity . The book 
analyses many of the myths around the e lec­
tronic library (or virtual library or digital li­
brary). In it, they expose the shaky founda­
tions of prophets such as N icho las 
Negroponte {B e in g  dig ita l) and opponents of 
library automation like Clifford Stoll (S ilic o n  
sn a k e  o il) . W alt has a seductive low -key 
presentation, but more im portantly he talks 
good com m on sense. There was plenty to 
think about in what he had to say.

Sydney (Kingsford Smith) Airport.

I o w a ’s  s t a t e - w i d e  s y s t e m
The State of Iowa w ill have a W eb-based 
book locator and ILL system, with cgi-based 
forms, around April 1996. The project page
is at http ://silo .lib .iastate.edu/.

F t p  f r o m  A B N
The National Library has announced that it 
has commended a pilot project in distribut­
ing b ib liog raph ical records by file  transfer 
protocol (ftp). This is aimed at libraries which 
rece ive regular tapes or diskettes of their 
holdings and/or changes. If you w ant to 
know more about the project, call the ABN  
Help Desk on 1 800 0261 55 or send a mes­
sage to netw orks@ nla .Rov.au.

T h e  U n i v e r s e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  U n i S e r v e
W end y Pryor from RM IT reports that 
U n iServe Austra lia  has been established to 
provide networked access to teach ing re­
sources for academ ics in Australian tertiary 
institutions. The project consists of five d isc i­
p line-specific clearing houses and a coord i­
nating centre, initiated by the Com m ittee for 
the A dvancem ent of U n iversity  Teach ing

There was again an Internet room at the 
conference. There were twelve PCs running 
Netscape (thanks to the State Library of V ic ­
toria and V ICN ET) and most of the machines 
w ere in constant use. Most users were 
checking e-m ail, and very few w ere seeing 

the Net for the first tim e —  m eaning 
that the Net has becom e (at least for 
those w ho go to V A LA ) a part of the 

landscape —  useful, but not as exc it­
ing as it used to be.

I thought that the most significant 
feature of the exh ib ition  w as the 

number of library systems featuring Z 39 .5 0  
interfaces. It is heartening to see a standard 
actually being deployed w idely  and becom ­
ing a 'standard' feature of these systems.

The N e t wad 
everywhere — ad it  
d ho aid  he — b u t I  did 
(< 'orider i f  u}e ga  oe 
enough co /wide ration  
to w hat woo 
happening outoide the 
Internet.

E l e c t i o n  in f o r m a t i o n
The Australian Electoral Com m ission has its 
home page at http ://w w w .aec.Rov.au/ with 
details of electorates, candidates, and gen­
eral in form ation . Th is is a perm anent site. 
The Parliam entary Library also has inform a­
tion at http ://librarv.aph.Rov.au/library/, in­
cluding tables of electorates and margins.

S y d n e y  a i r p o r t s  i n f o r m a t io n
O n the hom e page of the Federal D epart­
ment of Transport at http://www.dot.ROv.au 
there is an information package on the a ir­
ports in the Sydney Region, including plans 
for the controversial Sydney West Airport (in 
the Badgery's Creek area) together with offi­
c ia l statements about the issue of noise at

(C A U T).

The sites are: h ttp ://uniserve .edu .au/ 
un iserve (Coordinating Centre) http:// 
un iserve .edu ,au/law/(U n iServe  Law ) http:// 
enRch.uow .edu.au/clearinRhouse/ (UniServe 
Engineering) http ://health .u n ise rve .ed u .au/ 
(UniServe Health) http://uitibase.rinit.edu.au/ 
(U n iServe  Hum anities and Socia l Science) 
h ttp ://w ww .usyd .edu .au/su/SCH/ (U n iServe 
Science).

W e b  O a t  l i s t
Jeff Huestis from W ashington U n iversity  in 
St. Louis has set up a list to discuss issues the 
use of W eb interfaces to library systems. To 
subscribe , send a message to
ListServ@ w uvm d.w ustl.edu  w ith  subscribe 
webcat-l cyo u r name> as the first line of the 
message.

D i g i t a l  L i b r a r i e s  S u n  S I T E
Sun M icrosystems and the University of C a li­
forn ia at Berke ley have announced the 
Berkeley Sun SITE to feature developments in 
digital libraries. Its features w ill include ac­
cess to text and image-based digital library 
collections from around the world , expert re­
ports on issues like copyright and intellectual 
property laws involved in creating and m ain­
tain ing a digital lib rary , and guides to 
imaging, searching, cataloguing and brows­
ing tools, techniques, software and hardware 
products being deployed w ith in  digital l i­
brary projects around the w orld .

It's at http ://sunsite .berkeley.edu.
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A n  I n t e r n e t  r a d io  p r o g r a m
The A B C  has announced a new radio pro­
gram about the Internet w h ich  started on 
Radio N ational on Sunday 4 February just 
after the 5 pm news. It is called C L IC K  O N ! 
and the presenter is Stephen Rapley, the per­
son behind Radio National's W eb site. It of­
fers a critica l review of the Internet, and w ill 
identify the destinations worth seeking out as 
well as interviewing the people using the net 
—  for work and play.

C L IC K  O N !'s  e-m ail address is 
C lickO n@ rn .abc.net.au  and details from the 
program w ill be ava ilab le  at: http:// 
w w w .ab c .net.au /rn/c licko n l/c lick .h tm .

S u r v e y  o f  e - j o u r n a l s
The M ultim edia Research Group at the U n i­
versity of Southampton has published A su r­
v e y  o f  S T M  o n lin e  jo u rn a ls  1 9 9 0 -9 5 : the  
ca lm  b e fo re  th e  sto rm  at http:// 
iournals.ecs.soton.ac.uk/survev/survey.htm l. 
It exam ines in detail the publishing features 
of over 80 on line journals. Every journal 
covered in the survey is linked , includ ing 
links to referenced works. The authors are 
keen on getting feedback on the survey and 
say that they w ill publish constructive com ­
ments in a sort of open peer com m unity.

B i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  e - p u b l i s h in g
The N e tw o rk -b a se d  e le c t ro n ic  p u b lish in g  o f  
sch o la r ly  w o rk s : A  se le c tiv e  b ib lio g ra p h y  has 
been recently updated by the U niversity of 
Houston Libraries at http://info.lib.uh.edu/pr/ 
w hats.h tm . It covers d irectories, econom ic 
issues, e lectronic books, e lectron ic serials, 
future scenarios, general works, legal issues, 
library issues, new publishing models, pub­
lisher issues, and related e lectron ic re­
sources. There is a subsection on digital 
libraries in the library issues section.

H e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  r e s e a r c h  j o u r n a l
The W eb site for the H e a lth  se r v ic e s  re ­

si

se a rch  jo u rn a l  is cu r­
rently being built. This 
m ultid iscip linary journal 
provides those engaged in 
research, public po licy  for­
mulation, and health care ad­
m inistration w ith advance 
information on new trends and the 
latest techniques of research and evaluation. 
This enables subscribers to take advantage of 
current and significant research.

The address is http ://w w w .xnet.com / 
~hretZhsr.htm. So far, the site contains a ten 
year index of articles by author and subject. 
Abstracts of recent articles have also been 
added.

C i t a t i o n s  in  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  w o r l d
Jan Tent of the University of the South Pacific 
has com piled a useful guide to citing e-texts, 
with references and exam ples. See it at http:/ 
/lam p.cs.u tas.edu .au/c itation .txt.

L o o k i n g  f o r  t ip s  
o n  W e b - b u i ld in g ?
The W ebm aster reference lib rary  at http:// 
webreference.com / is a very good place to 
start. Start at the table of contents (from 
books to VRM L) and fo llow  the links to ex­
planatory material, samples, tips and com pa­
nies providing specialist services.

O n l i n e  A u s t r a l i a n  p u b l i c a t i o n s
The National Library has established a Selec­
tion Com m ittee on O n line  Australian Publi­
cations (SC O A P), to develop guidelines for 
selection and management of these publica­
tions for access and preservation. For infor­
mation on SC O A P , contact Margaret Phillips 
at rnphiilip@ nla .Rov.au . ss

A  s m a l l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  a u t h o r  
I would like to acknowledge the support given by the 
National Library in providing me with Internet 
access, allow ing me to research and compose this 
column (in my own time!).

The ALIA home pages and 
the ALIA web service, 
ALiAnet, can be found at 
the following URL: http:// 
www.aiia.org.au/alia/.

This column (with 
associated hyperlinks) has 
the URL of http:// 
www.alia.org.au/alia/incite/
articies/webb's-web.htmi.

Please note that full-stops 
appearing at the end of any 
URL or e-mail addresses 
listed within inCite should 
NOT be used as part of the 
address unless indicated.

Contributions and 
suggestions for this column 
are always welcome. Please 
contact Kerry Webb at
k .w ebb@ nla .gov.au. or via 
the ALIA National Office,
incite@alia.org.au.

■

I N M A G I C  D B / T e x t W o r k s  f o r  W i n d o w s
Textbase software with integrated image management

CALL TRIMAGIC SOFTWARE
Authorised Dealer & Training Centre 
for a consultation about your needs 
Ph: (02) 413 1799 Fx: (02) 413 1710

Records management

I K M A G  I C

Experienced consultants in 
information & records management

L o o k i n g  f o r  w o r k ?  

L o o k i n g  f o r  s t a f f ?

VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE!
C u rre n t jo b  a ds 

W h o ’s lo o k in g  for w o rk  
R e g is te r on -lin e  

S a la ry  info 

T ip s  fo r e m p lo ye rs  
T ip s  fo r jo b  se e k e rs

http ://w w w .lib job s.com /lib job s/

A C T  (06) 247 2322 Bris (07) 3350 4043 
Mel (03)9315 3511 Syd (02)699 1855
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