
F or the first tim e, by 
special decision of the 
award com m ittee, the 

annual Robert W illiam son  
Award has been made to an 
organisation rather than to 
an in d iv id u a l. The award 
was made to Informit —  the 
com m ercial arm of RM IT li­
braries, at the recent V A LA  
(Victorian Association for L i­
brary Autom ation) con fer­
ence in M elbourne.

The W illiam so n  Award 
is one of Austra lia 's highest 
honours for contributions to 
the inform ation services in­
dustry. The aw ard com ­
memorates the w ork of the 
late Robert D W illiam son , a 
pioneer in the field of on­
line inform ation services in 
Australia .

The citation recognised 
Inform it's ach ievem ent in 
making extensive Australian 
inform ation ava ilab le  on

C D -R O M  at a tim e when 
v irtua lly  none was availab le 
and the market w as dom i­
nated by overseas inform a­
tion sources.

Beg inning w ith
A U STRO M  in 1990, Informit 
cu rrently  publishes more 
than 2 0  e lectron ic titles, in 
co llaboration  w ith more 
than 50 other organisations 
among w h ich  the National 
L ibrary of A ustra lia  is pre­
em inent. W h ile  rem aining 
A ustra lia 's m ajor C D -R O M  
pub lisher of b ib liog raph ic 
databases, Inform it has d i­
versified  into m ultim ed ia 
publish ing , and Internet 
publishing and training.

Recent titles, A u stra lia n  
fea tu re  film s, and N o  p la c e  
that's h o m e  are exam ples of 
Inform it's co m m erc ia lly  
ava ilab le  m ultim edia titles. 
M any of the b ib liog raph ic 
titles are cu rrently  being

converted to S ilve rP latte r's 
SPIRS software: titles already 
converted include
A U S T R O M , B u s in e s s  A u s ­
tralia on  d is c  and S e ria ls  in 
A u stra lia n  lib ra r ie s .

In his speech at the 
V A LA  d inner when the 
award w as announced , 
D r Schauder praised the 
joint effort of ail the staff and 
associates w ho have co n ­
tributed to Inform it's w ork 
—  in particu la r Tom  D en i­
son, Jan Sw inburne , Jeff 
Leeuw enburg , Sandra O x ­
ley, Soula K ipos and many 
others.

Current staff of Inform it 
are pictured above with Don 
Schauder, un iversity  lib rar­
ian, and Sandra O xley , head 
of Informit. The photograph 
also includes Tom  Denison 
and Jan Sw inburne , who re­
signed recently  after m any 
years at Informit. »

$125 others. Registration forms: 
Alfred Gans (07) 3371 7500, fax 
(07) 3371 5566, e-mail:
alfred@isa.com.au.
• 11/3 QLD Library Techni­
cians Section meeting. State Li­
brary Theatrette. 5.30pm. Contact 
Ailsa O'Donnel (07)3259 3025.
• 13/3 QLD Specials Section 
Cocktail Party to introduce Reu­
ters Business Briefing. 5.15pm at 
The Heritage Hotel, Edward 
Street, Brisbane. FREE. RSVP to 
Andrew Rutherford, Reuters Aus­
tralia on (07) 3210 0850.
• 18/3 QLD Specials Section 
Navigating the Internet for begin­
ners. 8.30-4pm. Uni of QLD. $110 
ALIA. $120 Others. RSVP to Jane 
Simon (07) 3275 6261.
• 25/3 QLD Branch & Specials 
Section (QLD). Legal research 
workshop on QLD Legislation. 
OQPC Library, 17th Floor, 111 
George Street. 9-1 pm. $40 stu- 
dents/unemployed, $50 ALIA, $60 
others. RSVP to Julie Woodyatt 
(07) 3397 5402 by 20/3.
• 26/3 QLD Specials Section. 
Tour of the QLD Parliamentary Li­
brary. 12.15-1.15pm. FREE. RSVP 
to Sue Hutley (07) 3405 1124 by 
25/3.
• 28/3 QLD Branch and Public 
Libraries Section Electronic links 
for public libraries. Speaker Dr 
John Cook, Australian Dept of 
Communications and the Arts. 2- 
4pm, QLD State Library The­
atrette. Free. Contact Wendy Ab­
bott (07) 875 7111, ext 8987 or 
(07) 5594 8987
• 29/3 QLD Specials Section.
Navigating the Internet for begin­
ners. 8.30-4pm. Uni of QLD. $110 
ALIA. $120 others. RSVP to Jane 
Simon (07) 3275 6261
• 30/3 Special Libraries Sec­
tion (Qld). Closing date for nom­
inations for the 1996 Queensland 
Special Librarian of the Year 
award. Contact Beth Mayo. (07) 
3877 8663.
• 3/4 QLD Specials Section. In­
ternet Resource Discovery Tour — 
Law, Business & Government. 
8.30-12.30pm. Uni of QLD. $110 
ALIA, $60 Others. RSVP to Jane Si­
mon (07) 3275 6261.

SA
• 20/3 Information Science 
Section (SA) meet at the TTG 
Campus, Torrens Valley Institute, 
100 Smart Road, Modbury 5.30- 
7pm. Dennis Goh about multime­
dia courses, conferences, cooper­
ative centres. Contact Stephen 
Barnett on 2078103 e-mail 
stevebar@tafe.sa.edu.au.
30/4-2/5 Insearch/Knight-Rid- 
der Information Seminars. Intro­
ductory DIALOG (30/4), Beyond 
the Basics (1/5), DataStar (2/5 am). 
Adelaide Contact (02) 212 2867.

V I C
• 1/3 ASSIG Seminar --The  fu­
ture o f serials speakers include

continued n ext page...
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Do you want to 
work in the UK?
TFPL has a re g u la r dem and fo r  te m p o ra ry  lib ra ry  and in fo rm a tio n  s ta ff. 

W e re qu ire  q u a lif ie d  o r experienced  peop le  fo r  vacancies w h ich  last 
fro m  a fe w  days to  m any m onths.

C on tact D arron  C hapm an o r Luisa J e ffo rd  on 0 1 7 1  25 1  5 5 2 2  on yo ur 
a rriva l o r w he n e ve r y o u 're  seeking lib ra ry  / in fo rm a tio n  w o rk  d u rin g  
yo u r stay.
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