
B rin g in g  the n ineteenth  cen tury  
into the tw en ty -first c en tu ry ...
Jean Bailey, sen ior library tech n ician , Fisher L ibrary, U n iversity  of Sydney

T he full content —  text 
and images —  of jour­
nals, new spapers, 

novels and short stories pub­
lished in Austra lia  from the 
period 1840-45 w ill be digi­
tised and made accessib le  
through the Internet by a 
co llabo ra tive  pro ject be­
tween the U niversity of Syd­
ney Library, the State Library 
of N ew  South W ales , the 
National Library of Australia 
and M onash U n ive rsity  L i­
brary.

The Australian Coopera­
tive D ig itisation Pro ject, 
1 8 4 0 -4 5 , in itiated by the 
U n iversity  of Sydney L i­
brary, w ill p rovide the dig­
ital conversion of significant 
nineteenth century A ustra l­
ian material to enhance liter­
ary and h istorical research. 
The purpose of this co llabo­
rative pro ject is to ensure 
both increased access to, 
and preservation of, this ma­
terial through an integrated 
process of preservation m i­
crofilm ing , digital scanning, 
network access , and se­
lected fu ll-text enhance­
ment.

The project w ill provide 
access to the published 
record of life and activity  of 
the period 1 8 4 0 -4 5 , re­
garded as sem inal in the de­

velopm ent of a co lonial cu l­
ture and the emerging sense 
of an Austra lian  identity in 
the co lonies.

T h is  period, fo llow ing  
the end of convict transpor­
tation to N SW  and preced­
ing the in flux of the gold- 
rush m igrations, heralded 
the introduction of repre­
sentative governm ent in 
1842 and w itnessed the 
early  years of mass free m i­
gration to the A ustra lian  
co lon ies . It w as a period 
marked by an upsurge in lo­
cal pub lication  in both the 
o lder and new er centres of 
settlem ent to meet the de­
m ands of the increased 
population and the com m er­
c ia l opportunities emerging 
in the co lonies.

Images of all m aterial 
w ill be accessible via the In­
ternet through the N ational 
L ib rary  of A ustra lia  in the 
later half of 1996, for brows­
ing and down-loading if re­
qu ired . The fiction  of the 
period w ill be further co n ­
verted at Monash U niversity 
L ib rary  to be fu lly- 
searchable in ASCII form as 
well as accessible as images. 
Th is  w ill mean that in d i­
v id ua l words and phrases 
can be q u ick ly  located in 
the texts. Techn ical and user

specifications are being de­
veloped and the production 
w ork of film ing  and digital 
conversion  w ill be co n ­
tracted to com m ercia l ven­
dors. O ther products of the 
project to be investigated in­
clude C D -R O M  on demand 
and print reproduction.

The project w ill address 
many of the m ajor technical 
and m anagem ent issues of 
large-scale digital co n ver­
sion, and develop new part­
nerships in co llaboration  
between m ajor institutional 
lib raries , lib rarians , re­
searchers and industry. The 
project w ill assist in the de­
velopm ent of techn ical 
spec ifica tions and sk ills  
based on international best 
practice , and w ill present a 
new level of resource-shar­
ing between libraries.

The coord inator of the 
pro ject is Ross Colem an 
(U n ive rs ity  of Sydney), the 
chair of the project is Profes­
sor E lizabeth W ebby (U n i­
versity of Sydney), and other 
lib rarians on the steering 
committee of this project are 
A lan Ventress (State Library 
of New South W ales), Co lin  
W ebb (N ational L ib rary of 
A ustra lia ), and Robert Staf­
ford (Monash U n iversity  L i­
brary). ■

every Australian enterprise needs 
to know about world trade data. 
Metcalfe Auditorium, SLNSW. 
Contact Jenny Affleck (02) 212 
2867.

11/3-27/5 Advocacy, public 
programs and outreach An
elective in the degree program 
open to a limited number of prac­
tising professionals — 3 hours a 
week. Uni of NSW, School of In­
formation, Library and Archive 
Studies. Contact Maureen Hen- 
ninger: (02) 385-3589; Fax (02) 
385-3430; e-mail:
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

11/3-27/5 Management of 
Electronic Records. An elective 
in the degree program open to a 
limited number of practising pro­
fessionals - 3 hours a week. Uni of 
NSW, School of Information, Li­
brary and Archive Studies. Con­
tact Maureen Henninger: (02) 
385-3589; Fax (02) 385-3430; e- 
mail: M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

12/3-28/5 Oral History. An 
elective in the degree program 
open to a limited number of prac­
tising professionals - 3 hours a 
week. Uni of NSW, School of In­
formation, Library and Archive 
Studies. Contact Maureen Hen­
ninger: (02) 385-3589; Fax (02) 
385-3430; e-mail:
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au
• 12/3 ALIA NSW Branch 
Council meeting 6 pm in the 
Jean Garling Room, Mitcheil 
Wing, SLNSW.
• 13/3 Specials Committee 
meeting. Contact Moya Lum, 
(02) 257 5481, fax (02) 257 3867.

13, 19 & 27/3 Introduction 
to DB/TextWorks, DB/TextWorks 
Advanced Course & DB/Text­
Works Bridging Courses. Full day 
courses 9-5pm. Venue: Trimagic 
Software. For information and 
bookings contact Trimagic Soft­
ware, Authorised Training Centre 
(02)413 1799; fax (02) 413 1710
• 13/3-8/5 NSW Library Tech­
nicians Section Meetings. UTS, 
City Campus Library (13/3). Uni of 
Western Sydney, Hawkesbury 
Campus (9/4). Sydney Institute of 
Technology (8/5). Further dates & 
venues TBA. Contact Loraine 
Wiseman, (02) 852-5930.
• 14/3 NSW Special Library 
Section. Setting up a Home Page 
on the WWW. 5pm for 5.30pm at 
Paxus Australia, 201 Miller Street, 
North Sydney. $15.00 Specials, 
$20 ALIA, $25 others. RSVP: Eliza­
beth Drynan (02) 9958 7099 fax 
(02)9958 0699

14-28/3 Insearch/Knight- 
Ridder Information Seminars. In­
troductory DIALOG (14/3), Trade­
marks (26/3), Business (28/3). Syd­
ney Contact (02) 212 2867.
• 25/3 CYSS AGM & Seminar: 
Focus on the Future — the evolu­
tion of SF for Children. Speakers: 
Gail Sunderland, Penny Hall and 
Sophie Mason. 9.15am, registra­
tion 8.45am. Cost: $40 ALIA, $50

continued next p age...
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INTO Information Resources & 
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SYDNEY: Telephone 02 413 2555
Facsim ile  02 413 1173 
A fte r hours 02 413 2555

NEW SPAPERS
W ANTED

U T ir C lrgus .
A f lr  iJcrato 
y .'h e  *> S u n
[H 3J  ,,(»vr

Bound volumes or long 
runs. All 19th and 20th 
century Australian and 
overseas newspapers

Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, Women's 
Weekly, etc.] to 1970

P A P E R  W O R L D
Ph & Fax: Alan Waters (03) 9826 8866

(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia) 
Located in Chapel Street Bazaar:
217 Chapel Street, Prahran, Vic 3181
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