
A  w eek  in  the life
o f  an  A L I A  b ran ch  presiden t
A. sign ificant part of the Branch presidents activities are devoted to lobbying

D a y  1

7 :3 0 a m . Turn to page 3 
o f T h e  A g e  to see artic le  
'U se r-p ays  may be on the 
w a y , librarians warned' and 
say  to son 'W hatever I 
thought I w as doing this 
m orn ing , I'm not. A ll hell is 
about to break loose'.

8 :4 5 a m . E-mail exe cu 
tive  d irecto r of A LIA  to e x
p la in  about The  A g e  article 
w h en  producer of E la ine 
C a n ty 's  3 LO  program rings 
to ask that I be interviewed 
on air about the potential in
troduction  of user charges 
for borrow ing books in V ic 
torian public libraries. Agree 
to be in terview ed at 10 .15 
this m orning.

9 :0 0 a m . Start p lanning 
tactics. Ring executive d irec
tor of A LIA  to discuss plan.

9 :3 0 a m . Ring pub lic l i
brarians to check  accu racy  
o f a rtic le . It isn 't. Leonie 
Burke misquoted.

1 0 :0 0 a m . E la ine
C h an ty 's  producer rings 
back. I say 'Article is inaccu
rate .' They say, 'G ood , we 
had heard that too. H ave 
m inister for local govern
ment ready to be inter
view ed at 10 :15am . You lis
ten and com m ent at end of 
interview  if necessary.'

1 0 :3 0 a m . 3 LO  ring and 
have me on 'ho ld ' so I can 
hear the interview  with m in

ister Roger H a llam . He de
nies any borrower fees being 
considered and restates gov
ernm ent p o licy  w h ich  em 
bodies free core services as 
a condition of public library 
subsidy. I decline to say any
thing on 3LO  as minister has 
confirm ed existing govern
ment policy.

1 1 :0 0 a m . Fax letter to 
Leonie Burke stating A LIA  
realises she has been m is
quoted. Also offer our assist
ance in addressing issues 
facing public libraries due to 
the co uncil am algam ation 
process.

1 1 :3 0 a m . Fax letter to 
M in ister H a llam , copy to 
M in ister for the Arts, 
Haddon Storey, thanking 
him for the government's re
sponse to the issue of 'user 
pays' for public library bor
rowing.

2 :0 0 p m . Contact jo u r
nalist w ho posted the AAP 
news article w h ich  was mis
quoted by The A ge . Sent her 
inform ation on A L IA  and 
cop ies of correspondence 
on issue. A lso offered to be 
of assistance if other library- 
related issues cropped up.

2 :3 0 p m . Tried to contact 
T h e  A g e  jo u rna list who 
wrote article . U nsuccessful.

D u rin g  th e  d a y . . .  Pre
m ier Kennett, m inisters 
Hal Ian and Storey reported

in H a n sa rd  stating govern
ment support for free core 
public library services.

D a y  2
7 :3 0 a m . The A g e  carries 

a rtic le  reporting H a llam 's  
support for free borrow ing. 
T h e  A g e  also carries ed ito
rial supporting free public li
brary services.

D a y  3
1 0 :1 5 a m . W arw ick  

D illy , ch ief executive officer 
with Nunawading Council is 
interview ed on Radio 3LO . 
He is pro-fees in pub lic l i
braries.

11 :30a m . Personally de
liver letter to editor of T h e  
A g e , stating A LIA  position 
on free pub lic lib rary serv
ices after attending A C LIS / 
A L IA  Lobbying w orking 
party m eeting. Letter not 
published.

1 :3 0 p m . Transcrip t of 
D illy  interview  delivered.

4 :0 0 p m . D iscuss tran
script w ith executive d irec
tor of A LIA . Emphasise A LIA  
needs a revised S ta tem en t  
on  free  lib ra ry  se rv ic e s  to a ll 
w h ich  is defensib le and 
pragm atic. Fax letter to e x 
ecutive director of ALIA  reit
erating this point.

D a y  3 and A
Read D illy  transcript 

over weekend and get an
noyed by comments.

D a y  5
11:00am . Decide to seek 

time on Elaine Canty's pro
gram to com m ent on D illy  
in terview  and to put A L IA  
and A C LIS  v iew . Plan inter
v iew  strategy. Seek support
ing information.

D a y  6
8 :3 0 a m . Ring E la ine 

C anty's producer. They 
agree to interview  me.

9 :3 0 a m . C h eck  facts 
w ith public librarians.

1 0 .1 5 a m . In terview ed 
live to a ir on 3 LO . Very 
nervous but feel in terview  
successful. Sent transcript of 
interview .

D a y  7
W rite jo int article  for in 

c i t e  about need to have a 
revised S ta tem en t on  tree  l i 
b ra ry  s e r v ic e  to all.

A n d  la te r ...
Ring Ms Burke's office to 

seek meeting as follow-up to 
my letter. Meeting arranged. 
Rod B lacke r, president of 
Pub lic Lib raries Section , 
agrees to attend meeting 
with me. Productive meeting 
w ith Ms Burke. A ll agree 
that som ething good cam e 
from the inaccurate The  A g e  
artic le  in that A L IA  has the 
strongest statement of sup
port from V ictorian govern
ment for about 2 0  years - for 
free  c ore public library serv
ices. *
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