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A s we lurched into election mode re
cently I was reminded of the story 
Fred Daly used to tell about a well- 

known politician who, out on the hustings, 
walked around a crowd of supporters shaking 
hands and making small-talk. He came upon 
an acquaintance and asked after his father. 
'H e died a few years back' was the response. 
The politician continued on his rounds shak
ing hands until he returned to the old ac
quaintance. 'H o w 's your father' asked the 
politician. 'Still dead' came the reply.

It is easy to fall into the trap of becoming 
cynical about our politicians —  especia lly at 
election time. Promises abound and we ask 
ourselves how long it w ill be before these as
surances w ill be forgotten. The pace of cam 
paigning is reckless. The election dominates 
the media coverage. W e can not wait for it to 
be over.

announces 
$ 11.A  million for 

ubiic libraries

The Coalition's Arts Po licy, F o r  a r t s  s a k e  —  a 

fa ir  g o ,  w as released in M elbourne on 8 Feb
ruary. The policy includes $ 11 .4  m illion 'to 
enable public libraries and sim ilar institutions 
to function  as com m unity access  points for 
on-line s e rv ic e s ...'  A lso  announced  was 
$10 m illion  for a N ational Cu ltural Network 
' . . .to  assist in the cost of d ig itising  the na
tional co llection .'

These in itiatives para lle led  those an
nounced  by Labor in the In n o v a t io n  s t a t e 

m e n t  in D ecem ber 1995. A LIA  w elcom es the 
financia l com m itm ent from  all of the major 
political parties and looks forw ard to on-go
ing support from the federal sphere of G ov
ernm ent.

Election time does however present great 
opportunities for advocacy. Sitting members 
and new candidates are very accessible dur
ing this time and it represents a great chance 
for us to raise the profile of our Association 
and ensure that issues of concern to us are 
firm ly on the political agenda. ALIA 's E lec

toral Action Strat
egy is an organised 
program of meet
ings with ca n d i
dates in as broad a 
range of e lecto r
ates as possible. 
O ur members 
have used this 
election period to 
provide candidates 
with information 
about A ustra lia 's 
libraries and the 
important role they 
perform in our so
ciety . Candidates 
have been re
minded of their 
party com m it
ments to freedom 
of information and 
the need to make 
electronic informa
tion easily accessi
ble to the com m u
nity. They have 
been asked to con

template the role of libraries in the education 
of our children and in life-long learning for all 
members of our society . Libraries service 
businesses to provide competitive advantage. 
They perform a social role as a focus for rec
reational activ ities. They are critica l to our 
continued evolution as a fair and w e ll- in 
formed democratic society. Libraries deserve 
to be supported.

The role of a national association is highly 
political but it is not partisan. W e must re
member to reach out to those candidates who 
represent the non-government parties, espe
cia lly  if there is a good chance that those can
didates w ill be influential in the next govern
ment.

inC ite  readers w ill be fam iliar with Prime 
M inister Keating's recent In n o va tio n  sta te 
m ent and the promise of $11.4 million for our 
public libraries w hich was to be made ava il
able during the 1996/97 financial year. If the 
Labor Party is successful in the March e lec
tions the process of allocating these funds is 
already underway. As this edition of in C ite  
goes to press the Liberal/National Coalition 
has announced sim ilar funding support. The 
ALIA  Electoral Strategy and advocacy in re
cent times has sought to encourage such a 
commitment by the opposition parties.

Jim K illen , long-serving Liberal Federal 
Parliamentarian and colleague of the already 
mentioned Labor Parliam entarian Fred Daly, 
once wrote (as part of a tribute to Fred Daly) 
that 'the cyn ic looks upon political conflict as 
a dark, tawdry involvem ent attracting only 
those of shallow and mean ambition. Happily 
he is far from the truth.' The progress of this 
campaign has had its darker moments but, in 
the main, candidates of all political persua
sions have shown an enthusiasm for, and 
commitment to, the role of libraries. The dedi
cation of some is d early  greater than others. 
O ur task is to make our issues clear to as 
many as possible so that the library and infor
mation sector attracts the regard and attention 
it deserves.

By the time you read this article the 2 March 
election outcome may well be known. Our lob
bying efforts w ill continue. Hopefully many of 
our politicians will be better informed about li
brary issues thanks to the efforts of our members 
working in the electorates. W e look forward to 
continued success with our advocacy cam 
paigns whatever the outcome. ■
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