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Your 1996 General Councillors

Kay Poustie Joye VolkerHelen Tait Kerry Smith Jan Gaebler

A LIA 's d irection  and focus are determ ined by an 
elected G en era l C o u n c il, the policy-m aking body 
of the A ssociation . Elections are held yearly to 
determ ine the com position of G en era l Co uncil, 
w hich  is com posed of A LIA  m em bers from each  
state and territory . Th is therefore allow s for 
representation from all areas and ensures that all 
view s and interests are represented in the 
decision-m aking process.

G et to know  your G en era l C o u ncillo rs . They  
voluntarily w ork on y o u r  behalf —  to represent 
y o u r  v iew s in the pursuit of objectives  
determ ined by the m em bership. To assist 
m em bers of A LIA  in com m unicating w ith the 
current elected co uncillo rs, here is som e inside 
inform ation about the interests, pursuits and 
am bitions of our 1996 G enera l Co u ncillo rs.

Helen  Tait is a 'new  
A u stra lia n ', having 
com e to M elbourne 

in 1 993 from New Zealand, 
w here she had worked for 
twenty-two years in local 
governm ent m anagem ent 
positions, in itia lly in libraries 
and most recently in a gen­
eral m anagem ent role in 
Auckland C ity .

Her contacts w ith the 
Australian library profession 
began in 1976, travelling on 
an A N Z A C  fe llow sh ip , and 
were m aintained through 
roles on the organising com ­
mittees of the first two joint 
conferences: C hristchurch  
1981 and Brisbane 1984. 
She had an active in vo lve­
ment with N ZLIA , including 
1 1 years on council and was 
president in 1985. She was 
also active for some years on 
the IFLA  public library sec­
tion. In a form er life Helen 
was heavily  involved in or­
ganising international ski 
races and in skiing adm in is­
tration.

Kerry Smith has been in­
volved w ith A L IA  since the 
day of her last librarianship 
exam when she went along 
to the 1982 Spec ia ls W A 
Christm as drinks 'to meet a 
few people' and wound up 
on the comm ittee!

Kerry lectures at Curtin 
U niversity, m ain ly in the ar­
eas of inform ation services 
managem ent. Her exp eri­
ence as a librarian and infor­
mation manager for the min­
ing and petroleum industries 
renewed her interest in sc i­
entific and technological in­

form ation, so m uch so that 
she recently com pleted her 
MA in science and techno l­
ogy inform ation p o licy : a 
PhD is in the pipeline.

In her spare time she is a 
local government councillo r 
where she presses the issues 
of libraries and of the en v i­
ronment. She rarely gets the 
time to garden and looks for­
ward to practising on her re­
cently-acquired piano.

After serving as A L IA  
president last year, Jan 
G aebler is now in her third 
and final year on the G e n ­
eral C o u n cil. Jan hopes that 
she can contribute continu­
ity to the in itiatives and ex­
isting business of the Coun­
cil in 1996, to ensure that 
our C o uncil is p roductive , 
efficient and responsive to 
the membership at large.

Jan met a m ultitude of 
members throughout last

year and witnessed a force­
ful league of people who are 
m aking a vital contribution 
to promoting and leading 
the profession at the grass­
roots level.

Jan would like to see us 
becom e less prone to 
'com partm entalising ' and 
segregating members by sec­
tors, and w elcom ed the 
move by the public and ref­
erence groups to have a 
com bined conference in
1997.

Kay Poustie is the cu r­
rent ch a ir of the Board of 
Education and is serving her 
sixth year on the Board. Her 
'other' job is city librarian of 
the C ity  of Stirling libraries 
in W estern Australia .

Kay has been involved in 
A LIA  as branch president 
and as ch a ir of the finance 
committee of the 1 990 bien­
nial conference, and is cu r­

rently treasurer for the Pub­
lic Libraries W A  section.

Her work with the Board 
of Education continues to be 
dem anding but most re­
warding . Through the work 
of the Board Kay has a much 
greater appreciation  of the 
w ork of educators and the 
role of governm ent po licies 
in the changes im pacting on 
our profession.

H o w ever, the greatest 
benefit of working with ALIA  
has been the people she has 
met and w orked w ith  over 
the years.

Joye V o lker is the insti­
tute librarian at the Austra l­
ian National University Insti­
tute of the Arts, managing a 
m usic lib rary  and a visual 
arts lib rary w ith a focus on 
perform ance and p ractice . 
A rriv ing  from Canada in 
early 1977, she first worked 
in Austra lia  as a sen ior li­
brarian at the A N U  Library.

)oye has a strong interest 
in e lec tro n ic  im aging and 
networking strategies w h ich  
provide an opportunity for 
blending her education in 
mathematics and her interest 
in music and the visual arts. 
Joye has developed the Insti­
tute of the Arts lib rary web 
server, a veh ic le  for e le c­
tronic publication for infor­
mation about the Institute 
and electronic exhib itions.

W hen not working , Joye 
can be seen running around 
the h ills  orienteering , or 
keeping a keen eye on the 
under-15 boys cricket team 
that she manages.

Craig Grimison

January 1996 7 /  7 L  V / i ' 9



C raig  G rim iso n  is cu r­
rently ch ief librarian for the 
Australian C atho lic U n ive r­
sity in N SW , a position he 
has held for over two years. 
C raig p rev iously  worked at

gaining issues, and im prov­
ing the lobbying sk ills  of 
m em bers. She is keen to 
promote library technicians 
w ith in  A LIA  and the w id er 
com m unity.

brary and inform ation serv­
ices, and the em powerm ent 
of users through the acqu isi­
tion in inform ation literacy 
sk ills  are seen by Di as the 
m ajor concerns for the pro-

Carringbush Regional L i­
brary. As a result of recent 
changes to V icto rian  local 
governm ent, Jane (w ith a 
partner) is now jo in ing  the 
ranks of library and informa-
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the U n ive rsity  of W o llo n ­
gong, U n ive rsity  of New 
England, N SW  Departm ent 
of TAFE and the Canberra 
College of Advanced Educa­
tion in both reader serv ice  
and technical services posi­
tions. Craig  w as aw arded 
the B la ckw e lls  Scho larsh ip  
in 1991-1 9 9 2  and conse­
quently spent six months in 
the United States as a m an­
agement intern at Stanford 
U n iversity  and the U n ive r­
sity of Pennsylvan ia.

Craig has been involved 
w ith A L IA  since  the mid 
1970s in various capacities 
and was NSW  branch presi­
dent in 1995. Lie was also 
president of the N ew  Eng­
land Regional G roup and 
the D istance Education Spe­
cial Interest G roup.

Kaye Bartlett, our North­
ern Territo ry co u n c illo r , is 
acqu isitions supervisor at 
the Northern Territo ry U n i­
versity . She served as vice- 
president of the NT Library 
Techn ic ians G roup in 1993 
fo llow ed by two terms as 
president. Kaye is the A LIA  
representative on the Course 
Advisory Com m ittees at the 
Northern Territo ry  U n ive r­
sity, and was the convenor 
of Tech s at the top, the 1995 
national lib rary techn icians 
conference held in D arw in .

Kaye is particularly inter­
ested in staff developm ent 
for lib rarians and lib rary 
technicians in remote areas, 
Aboriginal em ploym ent and 
train ing issues, the im p le­
mentation of com petency 
standards, enterprise bar-

je n n y  M cC arth y  jo ined 
General Council in 1995 as 
the Queensland representa­
tive . Jenny jo ined A LIA  in 
1973, and has been in ­
volved in Q ueensland 
branch activities ever since.

In the late 1980s she was 
active in U C LS , serving as 
Q ueensland  section presi­
dent in 1989. Jenny is cam ­
pus lib rarian , Kelv in  G rove 
Cam pus of Q U T . Prior to 
this she worked in the TAFE 
sector for 17 years, estab­
lish ing and later managing 
the Queensland TAFE library 
network.

Jenny's experience in 
TAFE has given her a special 
interest in the needs of 
members working in remote 
locations and small libraries. 
She is also interested in sup­
porting and encouraging 
new members to the profes­
sion and in continuing pro­
fessional developm ent op­
portunities. Jenny w ill be 
G eneral C o u n c il's  1996 
Board of Education nom i­
nee.

Di Booker is m anager, 
Open Learning Information 
M aterials C learing blouse, at 
the A de la ide  Institute of 
TA FE . D i's  career in Iibrar- 
ianship began in the C h il­
dren's library at the State L i­
brary of South Australia .

She joined TAFE in 1 985 
and has held the positions of 
user serv ices lib rarian  at 
Kingston Co llege and A d ­
elaide Institute of TAFE.

Issues of access and eq­
uity in the provision of li-

fession. Di was president of 
the South Australian Branch 
in 1991 and is conference 
convener for the A LIA  bien­
nial conference to be held in 
Adelaide in 1998.

Andy Sm ithies has a par­
ticu lar interest in education 
for the profession and has 
been a part-time teacher in 
the G raduate D ip lom a 
course s ince 1989 and the 
L ib rary Tech n ic ian  course 
since 1981. Recently he has 
been invo lved  in editing 
units for the new  national 
cu rricu lu m  of the lib rary 
techn ic ian  course and is 
keen to see techn icians 
properly recognised in Tas­
m ania.

A ndy 's  current position 
is c lin ic a l lib rarian  at U n i­
versity  of Tasm ania  Library 
and he takes a close interest 
in special lib raries, particu­
la rly  health lib raries , and 
their special challenges.

Invo lved w ith  the A LIA  
Tasm an ian  branch for the 
past seven years, 1996 w ill 
be his fourth year on G en ­
eral C o u n c il. Andy would 
like to see more em phasis 
on A LIA /A C LIS  co-opera­
tion : he be lieves that one 
strong vo ice  for the library 
sector is an important goal.

Jane King is the V ic to ­
rian Genera! Councillo r. She 
is in her sixth year on the 
Council and has held the fi­
nancial matters portfolio on 
the Executive Committee for 
the past three years.

Until O ctober last year, 
Jane w as the d irector of

tion m anagem ent co n su lt­
ants.

She has been an active 
mem ber of the V ic to rian  
Branch C o uncil and the 
Pub lic Libraries Section for 
ten years. Her professional 
interests relate to the future 
of pub lic lib raries and par­
ticu larly  to the developm ent 
of service and perform ance 
benchm arks on a national 
level. Jane believes that links 
between sim ilar associations 
should be closer to enable 
those working in the sector 
to speak more effectively for 
their professional future.

Jillian Besw ick has been 
branch co u n c illo r in the 
Northern Territo ry  and 
Western Australia, and com ­
mittee member of RAISS and 
U C R LS . She is looking for­
ward to being on G eneral 
C o uncil and representing 
W estern A ustra lian  m em ­
bers. Her interests include 
ensuring the steady growth 
in A L IA  m em bership , the 
ongoing developm ent and 
access to electronic libraries 
and to the Internet, informa­
tion literacy, and continuing 
professional developm ent.

She is cu rrently  faculty 
lib rarian , education ; and 
m anager, external lib rary 
services at the Edith Cowan 
U n iversity  lib rary . Prior to 
this, Jillian  worked for ten 
years with the Northern Ter­
ritory Library Serv ice . Her 
professional experience in ­
cludes working in a variety 
of areas: academ ic , state, 
p ub lic , com m unity, TAFE 
and school libraries. a
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